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Introduction 

The  map  opposite  shows  the  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  for  Wales  used  in  Welsh  Birds. 
Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local  Government,  the  Welsh 
Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian  Vice-county  system  (see  the  Ray  Society, 
publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording  in  Wales.  This  system  largely  matches  the  pre- 
1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the  Society  until  1996.  Using  the  Watsonian  vice-counties 
therefore  retains  historical  continuity  in  recording.  This  would  have  been  lost  in  any  attempt  to  follow 
the  Unitary  Authorities,  the  only  one  of  which  involves  no  changes  from  the  county  system  created  in 
1974,  let  alone  its  historic  predecessor,  being  Powys,  which  comprises  the  vice-counties  of 
Breconshire  and  Radnorshire  (accepting  the  R.  Wye  as  the  county  boundary  between  them,  as  it  was 
throughout  the  20th  century)  and  Montgomeryshire.  Note,  however,  that  the  name  of  Gwent  has  been 
retained  for  the  vice-county  of  Monmouth  to  prevent  confusion  with  the  new  Unitary  Authority  of 
Monmouth,  which  covers  only  part  of  the  vice-county.  The  recording  areas  and  Recorders  names  and 
addresses  are  listed  below. 

ANGLESEY:  Vice-county  (vc)  52.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian  Bird 
Report,  see  below. 

Recorder.  S.  Culley,  Millhouse,  Penmynydd  Road,  Menai  Bridge,  Anglesey  LL59  5RT. 

BRECON*:  Vice-county  42.  This  area  includes  a  small  area  around  Brynmawr,  formerly  the  NW 
corner  of  Gwent.  See  also  under  Glamorgan  (E). 

Recorder.  M.F.  Peers,  Cyffylog,  2  Aberyscir  Road,  Cradoc,  Brecon  Powys  LD3  9PB. 

CAERNARFON:  Vice-county  49.  This  vice-county  corresponds  to  the  pre-1974  administrative 
county  of  Caernarfonshire.  However,  the  new  county  borough  of  Conwy  straddles  the  old  county 
boundary  between  Caernarfon  and  Denbighshire  along  the  R.  Conwy.  Here  records  from  west  of  the 
R.  Conwy  should  be  sent  to  the  Caernarfon  Recorder  and  from  east  of  the  river  to  the  Denbigh 
Recorder,  except  for  records  for  the  Ormes,  Conwy  RSPB  and  Llandudno  which  remain  as 
Caernarfon.  An  annual  summary  of  records  for  Caernarfon  is  published  in  the  Cambrian  Bird  Report, 
see  below. 

Recorder.  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

CARMARTHEN*:  Vice-county  44. 

Recorder.  T.  Forster,  Ffosddu,  Salem,  Llandeilo.  SA19  7NS. 

CEREDIGION*:  Vice-county  46. 

Recorder.  H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion  SY23  1JJ. 

DENBIGH:  Vice-county  50.  A  small  part  of  this  vice-county  is  now  in  the  recording  area  of 
Montgomery  (qv).  See  also  under  Flint  below. 

Recorder.  N.  Hallas,  63  Park  Avenue,  Wrexham  LL12  7 AW. 

FLINT:  Vice-county  51. 

Recorder.  N.  Hallas,  63  Park  Avenue,  Wrexham  LL12  7 AW. 

Denbigh  and  Flint  comprise  the  area  covered  by  the  Clwyd  Bird  Recording  Group,  which  continues 
under  that  title  and  produces  the  Clwyd  Bird  Report  covering  both  vice-counties. 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 

in  Wales 


The  bird  recording  areas  for 
Wales,  based  on  the  W'atsonian 
vice  counties.  Each  has  a  vc 
number  for  easy  reference.  Both 
English  and  Welsh  names  are 
shown,  except  where  we  use 
only  the  Welsh  name. 


lamorgan  (E) 
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GLAMORGAN*:  Vice-county  41.  This  area  is  divided  under  2  ornithological  Recorders,  covering 
GOWER*,  comprising  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Swansea  and  Neath/Port  Talbot  (formerly  the 
county  of  West  Glamorgan),  and  E. GLAMORGAN,  comprising  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Bridgend, 
Rhondda/Cynon/Taff,  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Cardiff  and  Caerphilly  (part)  (formerly  the  counties  of  Mid 
and  South  Glamorgan).  Records  are  normally  published  under  Glamorgan.  The  East  Glamorgan 
recording  area  also  includes  parts  of  vc  42  (Brecon)  and  vc  35  (Gwent),  which  were  part  of  the 
counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan  and  are  marked  B  and  C  respectively. 

Recorders;  Gower:  R.H.A.  Taylor,  285  Llangwfelach  Road,  Brynhyffyd,  Swansea  SA5  9LB. 

E.  Glamorgan:  S.J.  Moon,  36  Rest  Bay  Close,  Porthcawl  CF36  3UN. 

GWENT*:  Vice-county  35.  Vice-county  35  comprises  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  and  now 
embraces  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Monmouth,  Newport,  Torfaen,  Blaenau  Gwent  and  Caerphilly 
(part).  Although  the  county  of  Gwent  no  longer  officially  exists,  the  Gwent  Ornithological  Society  is 
retaining  the  name  to  avoid  confusion  between  the  new  County  Borough  of  Monmouth  and  the  old 
county  of  Monmouth,  of  which  the  new  Borough  only  comprises  part. 

Recorder'.  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport,  NP6  ISP. 

MEIRIONNYDD:  Vice-county  48.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian  Bird 
Report,  see  above. 

Recorder :  D.  Smith,  3  Smithfield  Lane,  Dolgellau,  Gwynedd  LL40  1BU. 

MONTGOMERY*:  Vice-county  47.  The  recording  area  also  includes  area  A,  part  of  vc  50  Denbigh. 
Recorder.  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd,  Welshpool  Powys  SY21  9DL. 

PEMBROKE*:  Vice-county  45. 

Recorders.  G  H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs  SA61  1SQ. 

RADNOR:  Vice-county  43. 

Recorder.  P.P.  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan  Valley,  Rhadader,  Powys  LD6  5HS. 

Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Those  counties  marked  *  in  the  above  list  produce  separate  Bird  Reports,  obtainable  from  the 
Recorders.  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  and  Meirionnydd  are  covered  by  a  combined  Report,  the  Cambrian 
Bird  Report,  published  by  the  Cambrian  Ornithological  Society  and  obtainable  from  the  Editor  - 
Rhion  Pritchard,  Pant  Afonig,  Hafod  Lane,  Bangor,  Gwynedd  LL57  4BU. 

For  PEMBROKE  the  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales  also  publishes  The  Island  Naturalist,  which 
is  the  Journal  of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer  and  includes  a  good  variety  of  articles  on  the 
work  at  these  important  Reserves  twice  annually. 

An  important  report  is  published  annually  by  the  BARDSEY  Observatory.  It  includes  comprehensive 
reports  on  other  groups  of  animals  and  of  plants  as  well  as  the  Systematic  List  of  birds.  The  Wales 
Raptor  Study  Group  coordinates  records  for  raptors,  owls,  Raven  and  Chough  for  all  Wales.  Its  annual 
Newsletter  contains  summaries  for  all  these  species  and  can  be  obtained  from  RSPB,  Maesyffynnon, 
Penrhosgarnedd,  Bangor,  Gwynedd. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.D.  Poyser  in  1994  and  was  the  first  avifauna  for  the  whole 
country.  This  was  updated  in  2002  with  the  WOS  publication  BIRDS  IN  WALES  1992-2000.  Recent 
county  avifaunas,  years  of  publication  shown  in  brackets,  are  also  available  for  GWENT:  The  Birds  of 
Gwent  (1976)  and  The  Breeding  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  Gwent  (1987),  obtainable  from  J.M.S.  Lewis,  Y 
Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Coldbrook,  Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire;  GLAMORGAN:  Birds  of  Glamorgan 
(1995),  obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff  or  leading 
booksellers;  GOWER:  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  (1992)  obtainable  from  Dr. 
D.K.  Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR;  PEMBROKE: 
Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status  and  Atlas  of  Pembrokeshire  Birds  (1994),  obtainable  from  Wildlife 
Trust  South  &  West  Wales,  CAERNARFON:  The  Birds  of  Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J. 
Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 
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SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of  species  regarded  as 
British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been 
considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records  should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC, 
preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The  secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown, 
Towednack,  St.  Ives.  Cornwall  TR26  3  A Z. 

WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as  those  occurring 
5  times  or  fewer  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only  records  of  these  species 
adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report.  As  not  all  records  of 
species  on  this  list  always  reach  the  Panel,  the  non-appearance  of  such  records  must  not  automatically 
be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has  rejected  them;  the  Panel  may  not  have  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting,  either 
via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel's  Secretary  and  description  forms  are  available  from 
County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer  submitting  a  description  to  the  Panel  can  see  their 
deliberations  on  the  record  on  request.  The  Panel  consists  of  5  voting  members  and  a  non-voting 
Secretary  and  membership  in  2001  comprised: 

R. I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Caernarfon 
A.  Rowlands  -  Gwent 

S. J.  Moon  -  E. Glamorgan 

I.  Higginson  -  Caernarfon 
O.  Roberts  -  Pembroke 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  -  Ceredigion;  address: 

Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth,  Cardigan  SA43  2AR. 

E-mail:  JGREEN@sirthomaspicton.haverfordwest.sch.uk 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  in  2001  were: 

Cory's  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Bean  Goose,  Green-winged  Teal, 
Ring-necked  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Montagu's  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  White-tailed  Eagle, 
Golden  Eagle,  Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone  Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck's  Stint, 
Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Iceland  Gull  of  race  kumlieni. 
Bee-eater,  Short-toed  Lark,  Shorelark,  Woodlark,  Richard's  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail  races 
except  flava  and  flavissima ,  Bluethroat,  Nightingale,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine 
Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Dartford  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Pallas's  Warbler,  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher,  Red-backed  Shrike,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common  Rosefinch,  Common  Redpoll,  Cirl 
Bunting,  Corn  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Little  Bunting. 

TREA  TMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  2001  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Additions  and 
corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  List,  with  the  relevant  year  shown. 

For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main  Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all  Welsh 
sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each  species  in 
each  site  in  each  month  counts  were  available.  Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the  figures  within 
large  sites,  because  birds  may  shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over  the  winter,  with 
movement  between  sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be  drawn  with 
caution  from  these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance  of  sites,  the 
scale  of  populations  involved  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence. 

Records  from  Vice-county  41  are  given  as  GLAMORGAN,  unless  the  count  only  refers  to  one  of 
EASTERN  GLAMORGAN  or  GOWER  or  where  there  is  a  benefit  from  splitting  the  totals.  Similarly 
where  ever  possible  records  from  CLWYD  have  been  split  into  those  for  each  of  the  vice-counties, 
DENBIGH  and  FLINT. 

The  area  along  the  Wye,  around  Glasbury  is  entered  at  RADNOR  /  BRECON  unless  the  county  was 
specifically  identified  by  the  respective  county  recorders. 
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The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total  recorded  in  spring 
and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals  to  show  the  pattern  of 
occurrence  and  the  total  number  seen  in  each  county.  Where  a  bird  stays  into  2  or  more  months  it  is 
recorded  for  each  in  the  monthly  totals. 

For  species  marked  *  in  the  Systematic  List  all  records  received  are  given  or  have  been  summarised. 
Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  given.  That  some  regularly  occurring  species  thus  have  no  entry 
means  neither  that  they  did  not  occur  nor  that  we  are  not  interested  in  them.  We  hope  such  gaps  will 
encourage  observers  to  provide  systematic  information  about  them. 


A  CKNO  WLEDGEMENTS 

This  report  was  put  together  by  five  sub-editors:  Jon  Green  -  Divers  to  Crane,  Gulls  to  Auks  and 
Passerines,  Rhion  Pritchard  -  Waders,  David  Astins  -  Gulls  to  Auks,  Mike  Shrubb  -  Doves  to 
Waxwing.  The  final  texts  were  edited  by  the  sub-editors  and  Graham  Williams  (Editor  of  Welsh 
Birds).  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  all  for  their  hard  work. 

This  report  cannot  appear  without  the  ready  co-operation  of  County  Recorders  and  of  the  many 
observers  who  supply  them  with  records.  Thanks  are  due  to  all  Recorders  and  observers  for  the  data 
upon  which  the  Systematic  List  is  based  and  to  Recorders  also  for  their  help  with  all  the  Editors' 
additional  queries.  Particular  thanks  are  due  also  to  R.J.  Howells  for  his  comprehensive  tables 
detailing  the  monthly  maxima  of  wildfowl,  waders  and  gulls  in  the  Burry  Inlet.  Individual  summary 
for  Black  Grouse,  covering  all  Wales,  was  provided  by  Patrick  Lindley.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Elvet  Jones  sent 
their  personal  records  for  Denbigh  &  Flint,  likewise  Julian  Friese  for  Carmarthen. 

Steve  Culley,  Bob  Mitchell,  Steve  Roberts  and  Colin  Richards  have  each  supplied  some  excellent 
sketches  to  embellish  the  text.  Unfortunately  after  an  extensive  search,  too  few  photographs  were 
uncovered  to  warrant  printing  this  year.  In  future  I  would  be  grateful  for  any  high  quality  photographs 
taken  of  birds  in  Wales  to  be  sent  directly  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Foot  and  Mouth  outbreak  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  closed  down  large  parts  of  Wales,  some 
until  late  summer.  As  a  result  few  surveys  were  completed  and  certain  species  lack  detailed  comments 
this  year. 

My  thanks  to  all  for  their  help. 


Jon  Green,  Editor. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  2001 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on  the  map  on  page 
67,  printed  in  capitals  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name;  months  are  abbreviated  to  the 
first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September  (Sept.);  S,N,E,W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the 
compass,  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima;  Est.  estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R. 
river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature  reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golfcourse;  A/F  airfield;  CP 
Country  Park;  GP  gravel  pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  pr/prs 
pair/pairs;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood  size.  In  wader  and  wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of 
place  names  are  used:  PW/SF,  part  of  the  coastal  area  of  the  Wentloog  Levels  in  Gwent,  GLWR,  the 
Gwent  Levels  Wetland  Reserve  Goldcliff,  Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet,  Burry  (N),  the 
north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G,  the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D'Glas.,  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  Meirionnydd,  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  Est.;  IMF, 
Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  reserve  in  Flint. 


RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellcitci *  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 


- 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

21 

1 

1 

2 

6 

15 

GOWER 

44 

17 

11 

4 

5 

25 

CARMARTHEN 

8 

7 

1 

6 

PEMBROKE 

119 

89 

28 

7 

15 

48 

125 

81 

CEREDIGION 

OfTBorth 

460 

5 

0 

1 

0 

32 

6 

289 

732 

elsewhere 

16 

42 

3 

4 

1 

3 

1 

0 

99 

MEIRIONNYDD 

42 

3 

20 

2 

28 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

28 

17 

71 

13 

2 

18 

63 

elsewhere 

16 

18 

4 

3 

15 

28 

21 

30 

ANGLESEY 

41 

19 

8 

15 

14 

19 

95 

149 

69 

CLWYD 

18+ 

27 

7 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Large  congregations  in  the  1st  winter  period  were:  30  Goultrop  Roads  Jan.  1st  and  55  off  Amroth  Jan. 
7th  both  PEMBROKE,  42  off  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  Jan.  28th  and  25  off  Llanddulas, 
CLWYD  Mar.  4th. 


th  t  h 

Late  spring  /  summer  records:  passage  off  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  Mar.  29  -  May  6  ,  max.  13  on 
May  5th. 

Autumn  passage:  177  were  logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between  Sept.  7  and  Dec. 
31st,  max.  24  on  Nov.  8th.  53  logged  passing  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  Sept.  11th  -  Oct.  31st, 
max.  10  on  Oct.  31st  and  off  ANGLESEY  189  passed  Point  Lynas  Sept.  8th  -  Dec.  29th,  max.  70  on 
Nov.  22nd  and  28  passed  Cemlyn  on  Dec.  21st. 

Large  concentrations  in  the  2nd  winter  period  were:  15  off  Worms  Head,  GOWER  Dec.  31st,  16  Dinas 
Dinlle,  CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  14th,  17  Traeth  Llugwy  on  Dec.  1st  and  73  in  Red  Wharf  Bay, 
ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  15th. 

2000:  additional  records:  max.  50  Llanddulas,  DENBIGH  on  Jan.  25th,  31  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT 
Feb.  7th  and  63  off  there  Dec.  13th. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  arctica*  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  GWENT  a  single  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Jan.  14th;  GOWER 
off  Blackpill  Feb.  2nd  &  Dec.  23rd  -  3 1st,  off  Port  Talbot  breakwater  Feb.  13th  and  off  Whiteford  Point 
Jan.  13lh  -  Feb.  14th;  PEMBROKE:  singles  Goultrop  Roads  Jan.  1st  -5th,  Newport  Bay  Jan.  3rd  -  Feb. 
24th  &  May  14th,  Amroth  Jan.  4th,  Fishguard  Harbour  Jan.  28th,  Tenby  Mar.  18th  and  18  logged 
passing  Strumble  Head,  on  10  dates.  Sept.  1 1th  -  Dec.  1st,  max.  5  on  Nov.  12th;  4  off  Cardigan  Island, 
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CEREDIGION  Aug.  29th,  singles  off  Ynyslas  Dec.  12th  and  Aberystwyth  Dec.  22nd  -  25th; 
CAERNARFON  a  single  passed  Bardsey  Apr.  3rd  and  Oct.  5th,  off  Morfa  Bychan  /  Black  Rock  Apr. 
12th  -  13th  and  Llanfairfechan  Nov.  15th;  ANGLESEY  2  off  Moelfre  Jan.  4th,  2  Holyhead  Harbour 
Jan.  7th,  singles  Beaumaris  Jan.  16th  and  off  South  Stack  May  5th  &  6th  In  autumn,  2  passed  Point 
Lynas  Oct.  31s1  with  a  single  there  Nov.  14th,  off  South  Stack  Nov.  6th,  Cemlyn  and  Octel  Nov.  7lh 
with  2  there  the  following  day  and  a  single  off  Puffin  Island  Dec.  9th.  In  DENBIGH  one  off 
Llanddulas  Jan.  26th. 


Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 
11  4  1 


Apr.  May 

2  3’ 


Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
4  3  7  4 


2000:  additional  records:  3  passed  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Feb.  7th,  singles  there  Apr.  4th  &  Oct.  24th  and 
off  Llanddulas,  DENBIGH  Mar.  21st. 


GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer*  TROCHYDD MA  WR 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 


Jan. 


GWENT  1 

E.  GLAMORGAN  2 

GOWER  2 

CARMARTHEN  1 

PEMBROKE  22 

CEREDIGION  2 

MONTGOMERY  1 

MEIRIONNYDD  1 

CAERNARFON 
ANGLESEY 

CLWYD  3 


Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

15  9  3 

1 

14 


May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 

1 


Dec. 

1 


15 

2 


4 

22 


14 

3 


1 


The  only  large  counts  were  off  CAERNARFON  19  at  Pontllyfni  Jan.  9th,  off  Llanfairfechan  5  on  Jan. 
21st,  7  on  Mar.  1 1th  with  the  last  individual  seen  there  on  Apr.  13th  1 1  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Apr. 
4lh,  13  there  on  the  18lh. 


Spring  passage  noted  off  Pembroke,  March-  May  20th,  noted  at  4  sites,  including  2  at  the  Gann,  3  at 
Newgale  and  singles  off  Skokholm  May  6th  and  off  Skomer  May  20th. 


Autumn  passage  recorded  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  where  41  were  logged  on  17  dates,  Aug. 
28th  -  Dec.  2nd,  max.  10  on  Nov.  7th.  Off  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  21  logged  Sept.  14th  -  Dec.  29  , 
max.  5  on  Sept.  15th. 

Individuals  on  freshwater  included:  singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  Jan.  17th  -  20th  and  Nov. 
5th  -  Dec.  31st,  Shotwick  Lake,  FLINT  Jan.  17th  -  18th. 

LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH  FACH 

Breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  19  prs.  at  6  sites  plus  possible  breeding  at  6  others;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  12  prs.  at  9  sites;  GOWER:  4  prs.  at  3  sites;  CARMARTHEN:  5  prs.  at  3  sites; 
CEREDIGION:  6  prs.;  BRECON  at  3  sites;  RADNOR:  6  prs.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  1-3  prs.; 
CAERNARFON:  3  prs.  at  RSPB  Conwy  plus  breeding  at  2  other  sites;  ANGLESEY:  12+  prs.  at  8 
sites;  CLWYD  14  prs.  at  9  sites.  These  are  not  complete  surveys. 

2000:  1 1  prs.  at  6  sites  in  CLWYD. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristalus  GWYACH  FA  WR  GOPOG 

Breeding  records  were:  GWENT.  8  prs.  at  3  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  10  prs.  at  8  sites  plus  present 
at  4  other  sites;  GOWER.  6+  prs.  displaying  in  spring;  CARMARTHEN:  2  prs.  at  2  sites;  BRECON: 
1  pr.  at  Llangorse  Lake,  4+  prs.  Talybont  and  4  prs.  elsewhere;  RADNOR:  6  prs.;  MONTGOMERY: 
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6  prs.  at  4  sites;  CAERNARFON:  2  prs.  at  2  sites;  ANGLESEY:  9+  prs.  at  7  sites.  No  breeding  took 
place  in  CEREDIGION  but  pairs  were  present  at  4  sites.  These  are  not  complete  surveys. 

2000:  CLWYD  5  prs.  at  4  sites. 


The  only  large  counts  from  the  main  wintering  flock  in  Cardigan  Bay,  CEREDIGION  were  186  on 
Feb.  13l  and  107  on  Dec.  20th  off  Borth  and  145  off  Morfa  Harlech,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan.  14th  & 
26  off  Aberdysynni  Feb.  15th.  Monthly  counts  from  sites  with  over  20  at  least  once,  were: 


Jan 

Feb  Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

Llandegfedd 

40 

7 

2 

32 

51 

43 

50 

62 

8 

53 

38 

GLAM. 

Baglan  Bay 

105 

75 

67 

57 

Blackpill 

105 

48  7 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

61 

98 

Eglwys 

Nunydd  Res. 

14 

20  26 

27 

14 

18 

22 

14 

25 

19 

10 

9 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

Lake 

30 

22 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

24 

110  66 

284 

189 

120 

105 

113 

14 

FLINT 

Dee  Est. 

24 

2  15 

56 

51 

25 

37 

107 

43 

79 

14 

2000 

Dee  Est. 

33 

IS 

53 

72 

92 

202 

157 

32 

13 

FLINT 

Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  25  off  Whiteford  Point,  GOWER  Dec.  2nd,  on  ANGLESEY  48  on  the 
Valley  Lakes  Wetlands  in  September,  23  in  Holyhead  Bay  Jan.  16th,  24  in  Beddmanarch  Bay  Sept. 
1 5th  &  25  there  Oct.  24th  and  25  off  Benllech  Dec.  1st. 


RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena *  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

All  records  were  of  singles  except  where  stated:  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  31st,  off 
Borth-y-Gest,  CAERNARFON  Jan.  5th  and  at  Llyn  Helyg,  FLINT  June  7th  -  30th. 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 
1 


May  June 

1 


Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1 


SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  ciuritus* 


Summary  of  multiple  winter  records: 

Jan.  Feb. 


GLAMORGAN 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

CAERN/MEIRI 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 


Whiteford  Point 
Penclacwydd 
Angle  Bay 
Morfa  Bychan* 
Traeth  Lafan 
Beddmanarch 
Holyhead  Bay 
Inland  Sea 


7  9 

1 

1  1 

18  4 

4  9 

6 

1  1 

3 


*  includes  Borth-y-Gest  and  Morfa  Harlech. 


Mar.  Apr. 

1 

2 

5  2 

3 

2 


GWYACH  GORNIOG 


Oct. 


4 


Nov. 

5 
1 

6 
2 
1 
1 


Dec. 

4 

1 

6 

5 
7 
5 


Elsewhere  singles,  unless  stated:  off  Blackpill,  GOWER  Oct.  21st;  in  PEMBROKE  at  Goultrop 
Roads  Jan.  1st,  Feb.  6th  &  9th,  Little  Haven  Jan.  19th,  Fishguard  Harbour  Jan.  28th;  in  CEREDIGION  2 
off  Ynyshir  Jan.  3rd,  singles  off  Aberystwyth  Mar.  13th  &  Dec.  1st. 

Monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

34  24  8  2  5  13  17 

2000:  single  off  Llanddulas,  DENBIGH  Mar.  8th. 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis*  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

All  records  received  were  of  singles  except  where  stated: 

GWENT  at  GLWR  Uskmouth  Jan.  3rd  -  12th  &  July  23rd  -  Aug.  31st  and  3  in  breeding  plumage 
Llandegfedd  Res.  Mar.  26th,  2  on  the  28th  and  a  single  remaining  on  the  29th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN 
singles  at  Kenfig  Jan.  6th  &  Aug.  22nd  and  a  juv.  /  1st  winter  in  Cardiff  Bay  Aug.  26th  -  Sept.  6th;  in 
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GOWER  2+  off  Whiteford  Point  Feb.  3rd  &  14th  and  2  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Sept.  13lh;  a  single  at 
Machynys  Pond,  CARMARTHEN  Jan.  28th,  then  at  Penclacwydd  the  following  day  and  Mar.  22nd  - 
29th;  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  for  2  weeks  in  March  and  Oct.  30th;  off 
Morfa  Harlech,  MEIRIONNYDD  Apr.  16th,  Nov.  18th  &  Dec.  11th;  in  CAERNARFON  off  Borth-y- 
Gest  Jan.  5th,  3  off  Llanfairfechan  Feb.  13th,  with  one  remaining  until  Mar.  11th  (also  seen  at 
Penmaenmawr  Mar.  3rd)  and  a  single  there  Dec.  8th,  on  ANGLESEY  at  Beddmanarch  Bay  Jan.  16th  - 
18lh  &  Dec.  23rd  and  Llyn  Penrhyn  May  14th. 

Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

5  4  4  4  1  133  1  3 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacial  is  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  sites  are  as  follows:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  22  occupied  ledges  between 
St.  Donats  and  Cwm  Nash,  2  at  Traeth  Col-Huw,  2  between  St.  Brides  &  Breaksea  Points  and  one  at 
Nash  Head,  GOWER:  21  along  the  Gower  coast  including  4  at  Blue  Pool,  3  at  Worms 
Head  and  7  at  Rhosilli;  PEMBROKE:  730  on  Skomer,  with  a  productivity  of  0.38y/aos,  297  Ramsey 
rearing  63  young,  152  Skokholm,  99  Caldey,  64  Giltar  Point  to  Stackpole  Quay  and  98  at  Castle 
Martin;  CAERNARFON:  45  prs.  Bardsey  reared  41  young,  32  Great  Orme  and  16  Little  Orme. 

Passage  total  included:  198  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  31st  and  108  on  Sept.  13th,  80  off 
Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  in  1  hour  Apr.  7th,  50  passed  Point  Lynas  Sept.  9th  &  277  on  the  13th,  71 
passed  Porth  Ysgaden  Sept.  1 1th 

2000:  20  nests  at  Prestatyn  Quarry,  FLINT. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

All  accepted  records  were  from  PEMBROKE  singles  off  Skokholm  July  10th  and  Strumble  Head 
Aug.  30. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffmus  gravis  *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MA  WR 

The  only  record  was  of  a  single  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  31st. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  PEMBROKE:  at  Strumble  Head  where  72  logged  on  14 
dates  between  Aug.  lltR  and  Nov.  7th,  max.  35  on  Sept.  13lh,  singles  elsewhere  at  Skokholm  July 
22nd,  Aug.  7th  &  Sept.  1 3th,  2  off  Ramsey  Sept.  3rd,  3  Celtic  Deep  Aug.  22nd;  singles  off  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  29th  &  31st  and  Sept.  6lh,  1 1  on  Sept.  13  th  &  Oct.  3rd,  single  off  Little  Orme 
Sept.  4th;  ANGLESEY  off  Cemlyn  July  1  ll  ,  South  Stack  Aug.  24th,  off  Soldiers  Point  Sept.  8dl  and 
off  Point  Lynas  singles  on  Sept.  4th  &  7th,  3  on  the  13th  and  a  single  Dec.  1st  (also  seen  off  Cemlyn). 
2000:  single  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Oct.  24th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffmus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAN  A  W 

Breeding  data:  PEMBROKE:  arrived  back  on  Skomer  on  Mar.  12th,  with  the  last  off  Strumlbe  Head 
Oct.  27th.  A  study  plot  on  the  island  produced  an  average  of  0.68  young  fledged  per  egg  laid.  At 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  a  complete  census  indicated  between  10,000  and  16,000  pairs. 

Summer  movements  off  the  GLAMORGAN  coast  included  1,550  off  Porthcawl  June  6th, 3, 600  off 
Blackpill  June  26th,  1,528  in  lhr.20  mins,  off  Port  Eynon  July  18th  and  8,254  off  there  in  2hrs.  40 
mins,  on  Aug.  5th. 

Elsewhere,  numbers  in  Cardigan  Bay  included  6,000  off  Mwnt,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  5th,  1,320/ 
hr.  there  on  the  4th  and  2  off  Aberaeron  on  Nov.  2nd. 

Counts  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  included  24,274  between  19.00  and  dusk  on  June  6th,  15,000 
on  July  20th,  5,134  on  Aug.  2nd,  4,143  on  Sept.  13th  and  3,418  off  Porth  Ysgaden  on  July  11th. 

2000:  counts  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  included  1,359  on  May  17th  and  1,100  on  June  23rd. 


221 


MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  mauretanicus*  ADERYN-DRYCIN MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  GOWER  off  Port  Eynon  Aug.  5th,  Tutt  Head  on  the  12th  and 
Worms  Head  on  the  26th;  PEMBROKE  at  Skokholm  Sept.  17th,  2  on  Aug.  21st,  3  Celtic  Deep  Aug. 
22nd  and  a  single  Ramsey  Sept.  7th.  A  total  of  146  logged  passing  Strumble  Head  on  43  dates,  Aug. 
6th  -  Nov.  1 1th,  with  singles  Jan.  4th  and  Dec.  2nd;  off  Mwnt,  CEREDIGION  Aug.  4th,  Sept.  4th  &  15th 
and  2  on  the  8th;  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  a  single  June  6th  and  a  total  of  22  logged  between 
Aug.  31st  and  Oct.  3rd,  max.  8  on  the  last  date;  off  ANGLESEY  at  south  Stack  May  11th  &  16th, 
Cemlyn  Sept.  9th  and  off  Point  Lynas  a  total  of  36  between  Aug.  9th  and  Oct.  31st,  max.  10  on  Sept. 
4th. 

STORM  PETREL  Hydro  bates  pelagicus  *  PEDR  YN  DR  YCIN 

In  PEMBROKE  1 1 1  prs.  were  estimated  on  Skomer,  2,000  prs.  bred  on  Skokholm,  a  43%  decline 
since  1995,  where  the  last  individual  was  recorded  on  Oct.  15th.  One  ringed  on  Skomer  Aug.  11th 
1993  was  recovered  in  Switzerland  in  December  1999  following  storms. 

On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  tape-play  back  technique  identified  10  responces,  2  birds  were  seen  on 
eggs  and  5  chicks  were  seen  during  July  &  August.  A  total  of  33  were  lured  July  25th,  26th  &  Aug. 
10th.  What  were  presumably  Bardsey  birds  were  seen  off  Porth  Ysgaden  July  11th  (18)  &  Aug.  12th 
(3)  and  a  single  off  Borthwen,  MEIRIONNYDD  May  30th. 

Off  the  E.  GLAMORGAN  coast,  up  to  16  on  May  28th,  singles  off  Ogmore  &  Porthcawl  on  June  6th, 
2  on  July  1 1th,  one  July  22nd,  4  on  Aug.  12th  &  13th  and  a  single  on  the  15th.  Off  GOWER,  recorded 
between  May  28th  and  Aug.  13th,  max.  4  on  May  28th  &  Aug.  13th,  both  Port  Eynon  and  14  off  Tutt 
Head  Aug.  13th.  60  were  reported  off  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  Sept.  3rd  -  13th  and  a  single  off 
Mwnt  Sept.  16th.  Off  ANGLESEY  2  off  Cemlyn  July  1 1th,  2  on  the  12  ,  singles  off  Point  Lynas  July 
12lh  &  18th,  Sept.  4th.  2  off  Llanddulas,  DENBIGH  July  12th,  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  a  total  of  6 
individuals,  2  on  July  11,3  the  following  day  and  one  Oct.  31  .  Inland  one  was  observed  being 
taken  by  a  Peregrine  at  Flint  Sept.  9th. 

2000:  13-14  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  July  10th. 

LEACH'S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa*  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 

A  summary  of  records:  a  total  of  260  logged  passing  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  10  dates 
Aug.  19th  -  Sept.  16th  and  a  late  individual  Nov.  8th.  Max.  daily  counts  were  35  on  Sept.  8th,  81  on  the 
15th  and  122  on  the  16th.  3  were  also  seen  off  St.  David’s  Head  Sept.  16th;  off  Mwnt,  CEREDIGION 
single  on  Sept.  9th  &  15th  and  3  on  the  16th;  CAERNARFON  93  logged  passing  Bardsey,  Sept.  8th  - 
Oct.  31st,  max.  69  on  Sept.  13th,  164  logged  passing  the  Little  Orme,  Sept.  9th  -  16th,  max.  105  in  3 
hrs.  on  the  13th  and  42  on  the  16th,  4  off  Llanfairfechan  Prom  on  the  16th;  ANGLESEY  114  logged 
passing  Point  Lynas  Sept.  4th  -  Nov.  8th,  max.  50  on  Sept.  8th,  35  on  the  9th,  14  off  Octel  on  the  same 
day.  In  CLWYD,  16  were  seen  off  Bagillt  Bank  on  Jan.  19th.  In  the  autumn,  off  Flint  Point,  22  on 
Sept.  3rd,  3-7  seen  there  on  successive  days  7th  -  10th  and  305  in  3.5  hours  on  the  13th.  Off  Point  of 
Air,  100  on  Sept.  15th,  120  on  the  following  day,  a  single  Oct.  9th,  4  on  the  31st  and  9  on  Dec.  16th.  On 
the  River  Dee,  15  on  Sept.  16th,  others  on  Oct.  9th  &  31st. 

2000:  a  total  of  7  off  Point  of  Air,  CLWYD  Sept.  6th. 

GANNET  Sula  bassana  HUGAN 

A  sample  of  500  nests  on  Grassholm,  PEMBROKE  showed  79%  with  eggs  or  chicks  (RSPB).  A 
chick  ringed  at  Grassholm  in  September  1961  was  found  dying  of  oil  contamination  at  Hope  Cove, 
Devon  in  January  1998  -  37  years  old,  the  oldest  Gannet  on  record. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

Breeding  counts  were:  CEREDIGION  at  least  56  nests  at  Penderi  and  17  Graig  Ddu;  32  nests  Great 
Orme,  CAERNARFON,  428  nests  Little  Orme  (incomplete  survey),  61  at  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  fledged 
178  young  and  17  nests  fledged  53  young  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach;  cl 50  nests  on  the  cliffs  to  the  east 
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of  Llanddona,  ANGLESEY.  No  counts  received  from  St.  Margaret’s,  PEMBROKE  or  Puffin  Island, 
ANGLESEY. 

Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Cardiff  Bay 

11 

22 

13 

34 

20 

27 

35 

60 

55 

45 

44 

35 

Roath  Park 

34 

23 

13 

8 

35 

22 

20 

Llan./Lis. 

8 

4 

22 

9 

6 

6 

12 

19 

16 

13 

18 

11 

UL 

.  7 

2 

7 

21 

7 

25 

25 

51 

41 

35 

37 

26 

Whiteford  Point 

115 

112 

37 

28 

77 

50 

84 

107 

74 

70 

75 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

20 

4 

8 

24 

14 

33 

22 

20 

20 

21 

Swansea  Dock’s 

42 

72 

94 

35 

55 

70 

Blue  Pool  Bay 

46 

49 

77 

65 

65 

65 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

60 

21 

10 

6 

3 

2 

15 

9 

8 

19 

20 

18 

CARMARTHEN 

T/T/G 

19 

1 

10 

6 

Burry  (N) 

35 

8 

11 

10 

10 

41 

45 

19 

32 

26 

64 

25 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

25 

21 

39 

31 

43 

27 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas 

25 

3 

7 

17 

1 

3 

CAERNARPON 

Traeth  La  fan 

3 

11 

34 

38 

26 

27 

FLINT/CHES. 

Oakenholt 

40 

41 

56 

86 

117 

160 

103 

Bagillt  Bank 

74 

48 

32 

36 

23 

85 

463 

111 

180 

116 

144 

Gronant 

80 

300 

450 

2000 

Oakenholt 

48 

47 

43 

5 

3 

2 

7 

72 

129 

90 

98 

Bagillt  Bank 

70 

25 

103 

105 

112 

152 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  47  at  Newport  /  Caerleon,  GWENT  February  &  35  in  October,  44 
at  GLWR  Goldcliff  in  July  &  38  in  August,  200  off  Wallog,  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  20th,  170  ON 
Harlech  Beach,  MEIRIONNYDD  July  27th,  80  Pwllheli  Harbour,  CAERNARFON  Nov.  16th,  100+  at 
Ynys  Dulas,  ANGLESEY  Aug.  23rd  and  150  on  the  Clwyd  Estuary,  CLWYD  Oct.  6th. 

Inland,  44  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  Feb.  12th  &  40  on  Dec.  24lh  and  32  Talybont  July  29th.  Roost 
counts  in  pylons,  from  GLAMORGAN  included  49  at  the  Llandaff  along  the  River  Taf  and  30  at 
Radyr  in  January  and  3 1  in  August. 

Individuals  showing  characteristics  of  P.c.  sinensis  were  recorded  at:  in  GLAMORGAN:  singles  at 
Cardiff  Bay  Feb.  6*  and  Dec.  27th;  PEMBROKE  at  Fishguard  Harbour  Feb.  16th  &  Nov.  30th  and  at 
the  Nevern  Estuary  Feb.  23rd. 

SHAG  P.  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

Breeding  information  received  as  follows:  6  adults  +  3  juv.  Worms  Head,  GOWER;  in  PEMBROKE 
29  nests  Middleholm  and  41  Ramsey;  8  nests  at  Penderi,  CEREDIGION;  in  CAERNARFON  61 
nests  Bardsey  fledging  124  young,  119  nests  Y.  Gwylan  Fawr  fledging  229  young  and  14  at  Y. 
Gwylan  Bach,  fledging  26  young. 

Large  counts  in  PEMBROKE  were  32  Goultrop  Roads,  Jan.  22nd,  53  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION 
Sept.  23rd,  44  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dyfi  Jan.  27  and  on  ANGLESEY  41  Penmon  July  1st,  63  Point 
Lynas  Sept.  14th  and  61  off  Octel  Sept.  14th. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris*  ADERYN  Y BWN 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  the  first  winter  period  at  Kenfig 
Jan.  1st  -  6th  and  2  or  3  there  on  the  7th.  2  were  seen  at  Cosmeston  Jan.  21st  -  28th  and  a  single  there  on 
Feb.  1 1th.  In  the  second  winter  period  individuals  at  Kenfig  from  Oct.  25th  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
one  was  heard  booming  on  Dec.  26th.  In  CARMARTHEN  singles  at  Penclacwydd  WWT,  May  5th 
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and  at  Dinefwr  Ponds  Aug.  30th.  On  ANGLESEY:  at  least  2  individuals  present  in  January  and 
February  at  Valley  Lakes  RSPB  Jan.  30th,  a  male  heard  booming  in  mid  February,  with  the  last  being 
seen  in  March,  elsewhere  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  Nov.  5th  and  2  at  Llyn  Dinam  at  the  end  of  November. 


Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June  July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

6  3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta 

* 

CREYR  BACH 

Occurrence  continues  to  increase,  particularly  in  south  Wales,  with 

a  distinct  influx  in  autumn 

.  The 

first  successful  breeding  took  place  in  south  Wales, 

one  pair  fledged  2 

young. 

A 

summary  of 

individuals  for  each  county 

in  each  month  is  tabulated  below: 

Jan 

Feb  Mar  Apr  May 

June  Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT  (excluding 

1 

4 

1 

2 

8 

7 

7 

5 

GLWR) 

GLWR  Goldcliff 

3 

3 

3  5  4 

7  10 

27 

23 

24 

6 

5 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

6  10 

21 

3 

4 

4 

6 

GOWER 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

6 

6 

8 

(excluding  Burry) 

GOWER  / 

CARMARTHEN 

22 

21 

61  21  8 

8  35 

80 

217 

55 

162 

67 

Burry  /  Penclacwydd 
CARMARTHEN 

5 

6 

1 

2 

13 

7 

(excluding  Burry) 
PEMBROKE 

1 

2  1 

1 

2 

9 

4 

2 

7 

(excluding  Cleddau  & 

Teifi) 

PEMBROKE  (Cleddau) 

22 

30 

3 

5 

10 

32 

47 

66 

49 

PEMB/CERE  Teifi 

2 

2 

2 

13 

1 

1 

CEREDIGION 

2 

2 

11 

7 

11 

2 

(excluding  Teifi) 

RADNOR 

2* 

3* 

3 

3 

3 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

7 

1 

BRECON 

1 

2 

2* 

2* 

1-2 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

3 

7 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

4 

4 

2  1 

2 

4 

2 

8 

7 

7 

CLWYD 

1 

3 

23 

13 

11 

4 

2000  CLWYD 

7 

2 

2 

1 

*  overlap  of  records  from  Glasbury. 

217  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept.  2n  was  the  highest  count  ever  in  Wales. 

Inland  there  were  records  from  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  July  12th  -  19th  and  Castle  Meadows 
Aug.  24th  -  27th,  in  CARMARTHEN  at  Llandeilo  Jan.  3rd,  2  there  on  the  14th,  5  at  Bynea  Feb.  22nd 
and  12  at  Glynea  Pond  on  July  31st,  single  at  Dinefwr  Ponds  Sept.  1st  and  2  at  Dryslwyn  on  Oct.  9th; 
in  BRECON  at  Talybont  May  28th  -  29th  ,  2  at  Usk  Res.  July  28th  -  29th  before  moving  to  Glasbury 
and  1-2  at  Llangasty  Dec.  28th;  1  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  in  July  and  a  max.  of  7  at  the 
William  Condry  Reserve,  Dyfi  Est. 

GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  Ardea  alba *  CREYR  MA  WR  GWYN 

Single  at  Flint  Sands,  Dee  Estuary,  CLWYD  Aug.  12th  -  Nov.  5th. 

HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  139-147  nests  at  9  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  93 
bred  at  6  sites;  GOWER:  43  nests  in  9  colonies;  CEREDIGION:  64  nests  in  7  colonies;  RADNOR: 
1 1  at  2  sites;  MONTGOMERY  34  nests  in  3  colonies;  CAERNARFON:  6  nests  in  1  colony; 
ANGLESEY:  3  nests  in  1  colony. 

Monthly  counts  from  Traeth  Lafan,  CAERNARFON:  Jan  20,  Feb  7,  Aug  16,  Sept  48,  Oct  28,  Nov  35 
and  8  in  Dec. 
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30  seen  feeding  on  a  glut  of  fish  in  meadows  near  Cathedine,  BRECON  at  the  end  of  the  year,  35 
counted  between  the  two  Menai  Bridges  July  24th,  ANGLESEY  /  CAERNARFON,  in  CLWYD  25  at 

.L 

Oakenholt  Sept.  1 1  and  34  at  Flint  Sands  on  the  same  day. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia*  LLWYBIG 

th 

All  records  were  of  singles:  at  Llanrhidian  Marsh,  GOWER  Sept.  29  ;  Penclacwydd, 
CARMARTHEN  June  10th  -  18th;  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  June  21st  and  at  the  Teifi  Marshes  Aug. 
5th  PEMB  /  CERE. 

WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia*  CICONIA  GWYN 

Singles  in  a  ploughed  field  at  Bwlch,  BRECON  June  19th,  later  seen  rising  on  thermals  down  the  Usk 
valley,  one  at  various  sites  on  ANGLESEY  Apr.  24th  -  May  19th. 

2000:  single  at  Danescourt,  Cardiff,  GLAMORGAN,  May  29lh. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  21  prs.  at  15  sites,  total  of  80+  young;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  10  prs.  at  9  sites;  GOWER:  11  prs.;  CARMARTHEN:  11  prs.;  BRECON:  9  prs. 
reared  a  total  of  25  young,  with  2  prs.  failing;  CAERNARFON:  8  prs.  at  6  sites;  ANGLESEY:  7  prs. 
at  6  sites;  CLWYD  bred  at  16  sites. 


Systematic  counts  at  sites  with  over  30  recorded  at  least  once,  are  tabulated  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

90 

75 

67 

71 

86 

70 

59 

41 

33 

Wye 

26 

28 

42 

38 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  est. 

2 

2 

28 

26 

12 

37 

32 

30 

17 

Knapp 

113 

92 

71 

52 

72 

92 

122 

148 

160 

Cosmeston 

45 

46 

49 

49 

52 

47 

39 

41 

24 

16 

42 

58 

Kenfig 

10 

11 

8 

7 

21 

33 

36 

39 

27 

7 

10 

9 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

58 

34 

30 

31 

16 

19 

Teifi 

8 

- 

31 

22 

15 

6 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

89 

151 

173 

155 

133 

3 

Foryd  Bay 

11 

10 

27 

46 

25 

5 

Max.  flocks  elsewhere  were:  In  GLAMORGAN  40  at  Bridgend  Paper  Mills,  Maesteg  in  February,  81 
there  on  Mar.  15th  and  105  on  Sept.  27th,  25  in  Cardiff  Bay  Aug.  9th,  24  at  Roath  Park  Nov.  24th  and 
27  flew  N  over  the  Swansea  Enterprise  Zone  Dec.  23rd;  in  CARMARTHEN:  62  at  Cilsan  Bridge  Jan. 
25Ul  and  38  between  Dryslwyn  &  Cilsan  Bridge  Aug.  10th;  146  at  Glasbury  /  Bronwydd,  BRECON  / 
RADNOR  in  January;  36  at  Ty  Newydd,  Llanffothen,  MEIRIONNYDD  Oct.  19th  and  41  in  October 
&  53  in  November  on  the  Inland  Sea,  ANGLESEY. 

2000:  52  at  Holt,  DENBIGH  Dec.  27th,  40  at  Ysceifiog,  FLINT  Jan.  30th,  35  at  Point  of  Air  Sept.  22nd 
and  45  at  Shotwick  Lake  Oct.  23rd. 

BEWICK'S  SWAN  C.  columbianus*  ALARCH  BEWICK 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  9  Jan.  8th  -  17th,  increasing  to  17  on  the  28th  and 
2  there  Nov.  1st,  increasing  to  6  later  in  that  month  and  7  on  Dec.  14th,  up  to  12  Nedern  Dec.  15th  - 
21s1,  35  at  Llangybi  Dec.  30th  and  27  the  following  day;  6  adults  flew  over  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN 
Dec.  13th  and  were  later  seen  by  the  Watermill;  in  CARMARTHEN  2  at  Laughame  Feb.  14th  and  2  at 
Cilsan  Bridge  Dec.  22nd  -  29th;  2  over  Nine  Wells,  PEMBROKE  Dec.  3rd;  9  at  Penrhyncoch, 
CEREDIGION  Feb.  7th;  monthly  max.  counts  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  were  104  in  January,  119 
in  February,  one  in  September,  1 1  in  October,  28  in  November  and  75  in  December. 
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2000:  additional  records  from  FLINT:  3  at  Flint  Sands  Jan.  31st,  14  at  Gayton  Sands  Dec.  7th,  36  at 
Connah’s  Quay  Dec.  13th,  9  at  Shotwick  Nov.  9th,  with  12  there  on  the  13th,  46  on  the  21st,  57  on  Dec. 
9th  and  84  on  the  22nd. 


WHOOPER  SWAN  C  cygnus* 

ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

The  monthly  max. 

counts  of  the  major  flocks  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

CARMARTHEN 

Cilsan  Bridge 

11  11 

11 

CEREDIGION 

Cors  Caron 

16  7 

2 

8 

MONTGOMERY 

Aberhafesp 

20 

20 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

48  41 

1  42 

43 

5 

45 

55 

ANGLESEY 

Llangwyllog 

46  32  35 

29 

55 

Llyn  Alaw 

4  14 

8 

9 

5 

Llyn  Cefni 

15  1 

1 

2 

FLINT 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

14  2 

2 

Otherwise,  county  totals  in  each  month  (excluding  the  above): 

Jan.  Feb. 

A Jar.  Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

1* 

1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

1 

7 

3 

9 

PEMBROKE 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

CEREDIGION 

3  5 

2 

5 

10 

RADNOR 

1  5 

MEIRIONNYDD 

6 

CAERNARFON 

2 

4 

1 

2 

ANGLESEY 

7  8 

3 

4 

10 

CLWYD 

*  until  the  end  of  the  year. 


PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus*  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

All  records  were:  a  single  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Jan.  22nd,  in  CEREDIGION  a  single  at 
Ynyshir  Apr.  12th  and  2  on  the  Dyfi  estuary  from  Dec.  18th  until  the  end  of  the  year;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD  up  to  2  with  the  Greylags  at  Glasyln  in  the  1st  winter  period  and  up  to  7  at  Fffidd 
Fawr,  Llanfrothen  in  December;  in  CAERNARFON  2  at  Abererch  Feb.  18th  and  2  at  Morfa  Madryn 
Dec.  14th  -  30th;  on  ANGLESEY  37  at  Llyn  Alaw  Jan.  17th,  with  only  4  there  on  the  following  day, 

i  L  a  L 

1 1  there  Dec.  12  ,  then  16  at  the  Alaw  Eestuary  on  the  30  increasing  to  24  on  the  next  day.  A  single 
was  seen  at  Nant-y-Frith  Res.,  DENBIGH  Dec.  22nd  -  28th  and  in  FLINT  one  at  Point  of  Air  Jan.  1st, 
2  on  the  River  Clwyd,  Rhyl  Jan.  27th  -  29th  and  16  there  Dec.  20th.  48  were  counted  at  Flint  Sands 
Feb.  14th,  55  there  on  the  25th  and  Monthly  max.  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  were  30  in  January,  76  in 
February,  43  in  Sept  and  21  in  December. 


WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons*  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flcivirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION  was  present  until  Apr.  10th 

iL 

and  from  Oct.  20  (30  seen,  but  20  were  recorded  on  Sept.  29  ),  with  max.  of  134  in  the  early 
months  and  96  at  the  end  of  the  year  (these  were  also  seen  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve, 
MONTGOMERY).  A  single  was  also  recorded  at  Ty  Gwyn  Pool  Oct.  27th'  -  Nov.  4th. 

Other  counts  of  this  race  were  in  PEMBROKE  2  at  Marloes  Mere  Jan.  14th,  2  at  Penberi  Res.,  Jan. 
16th  &  26th,  3  at  the  Gann  Feb.  13th  and  a  single  at  St.  David’s  airfield  Feb.  2nd;  a  single  at  Hir  Ynys, 
MEIRIONNYDD  Feb.  24th. 

Singles  of  the  race  albifrons  were  seen  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Dec.  13th  -  23rd  and  at 
Foryd  Bay,  CAERNARFON  Dec.  2nd, 

All  other  records  were  not  subspecific:  6  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN,  Nov.  1st,  singles  at  Cadoxton 
Marsh,  GOWER  Dec.  31st  was  later  seen  at  Neath,  on  ANGLESEY  at  Menai  Staits  May  7th,  Llyn 
Alaw  Nov.  18th  and  at  Beddmanarch  Bay  Dec.  24th. 

2000:  additional  record  of  6  at  Ceiriog  Valley,  DENBIGH  Dec.  20th. 
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GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

Monthly  counts  of  the  large  flocks,  over  100  at  least  once: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

CARMARTHEN 

Taf 

29 

42 

119 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

165 

275 

244 

Llyn  Coron 

38 

70 

740 

88 

99 

Llyn  Maelog 

18 

91 

420 

1 

90 

CAERNARFON 

. 

Traeth  Lafan 

224 

25 

127 

458 

1010* 

293 

120 

138 

*  largest  number  ever  counted  in  that  county  -  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  Sept.  1st. 


2000:  additional  records  from  CLWYD,  148  at  Lleweni  Hall  Feb.  13th  and  107  at  Pont  Ganol  Mar. 
4th. 


CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan 

Feb 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

645 

944 

377 

495 

556 

392 

1000 

951 

CEREDIGION 

Teifi 

170 

2 

440 

28 

130 

CERE  /  MONT  Dyfi 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1516 

862 

1536 

1656 

1965 

1730 

D/Glas 

23 

205 

302 

290 

256 

121 

290 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

187 

251 

Large  numbers  eslewhere  included:  in  GLAMORGAN  140  at  Kenfig  in  September,  105  at  Roath 
Park  in  October,  137  there  in  Nobember  and  141  at  Rhymney  Great  Wharf  Nov.  19th;  in  FLINT  1316 
at  Bagillt  Bank  Jan.  19th,  220  at  Clwyd  Est.  Oct.  6th  and  1564  at  Oakenholt  Dec.  8th. 

Continuing  to  increase  on  upland  lakes  and  pools  in  Radnor. 


BARNACLE  GOOSE  B.  leucopsis*  GWYDD  WYRAN 

Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county  are  tabulated: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

pres 

8 

pres 

pres 

pres 

pres 

pres 

pres 

pres 

pres 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

2 

1 

CEREDIGION 

63 

63 

63 

63 

77 

77 

77 

BRECON 

1* 

1* 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

16 

16 

CLWYD 

1 

2 

1 

8 

*  denotes  presumed  feral  birds. 

Those  on  the  Dyfi,  CEREDIGION  were  also  seen  in  MONTGOMERY. 


BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla  GWYDD  DDU 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  bernicla  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAM.  Burry  S. 
CARMARTHEN 

895 

890 

355 

4 

1 

240 

730 

1125 

OfF  Penclacwydd 

250 

69 

244 

12 

160 

260 

ANGLESEY 

Traeth  Abermenai  36  2  9  12 

One  present  at  Angle  Bay,  PEMBROKE  all  year. 
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Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  hrota  at  the  main  sites  were: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

CAERNARFON  Foryd  Bay 

8 

13 

6 

84 

ANGLESEY  Traeth  Abermenai 

71 

35 

109 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

68 

93 

68 

3 

24 

2 

Holyhead  Bay 

80 

76 

11 

5 

FLINT  Point  of  Air 

39 

1 

1 

19 

Approximate  monthly  totals  of  both  subspecies,  excluding  the  above,  are  tabulated: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May 

June  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

bemicla  6 

4 

4 

1  1 

1  1 

1 

28 

5 

26 

hrota  28 

13 

27 

11  1 

2 

41 

18 

34 

race  unknown  4 

2 

1  1 

8 

14 

9 

2000:  additional  records  of  17  hrota  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Nov.  28Ul,  increasing  to  20  on  Dec.  13th 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 


SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  PW/SF 

760 

160 

12 

6 

1 

300 

900 

232 

GLWR 

600 

482 

10 

45 

42 

5 

39 

97 

9 

200 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 

200 

826 

209 

33 

36 

22 

21 

90 

107 

500 

200 

Burry  S. 

1005 

710 

300 

105 

30 

80 

55 

20 

190 

555 

560 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  N. 

143 

113 

264 

52 

73 

73 

28 

40 

46 

60 

157 

184 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

540 

655 

17 

27 

257 

548 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

298 

392 

4 

7 

91 

175 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

451 

406 

93 

7 

61 

199 

345 

Traeth  Abermenai 
FLINT 

419 

447 

Point  of  Air 

207 

200 

180 

114 

60 

317 

255 

183 

1793 

1450 

1060 

1427 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GWENT  310  at  St.  Brides  in  November,  194  at  Undy  in  February 
and  160  there  in  September;  in  GLAMORGAN  200  at  Cardiff  Heliport  Jan.  1st  and  450  at  Rhymney 
Great  Wharf  Nov.  8th;  at  Malltraeth,  ANGLESEY  374  on  Jan.  14th  and  410  on  Nov.  24th.  In  FLINT 
3,470  at  Bagillt  Bank  Aug.  30th. 


Breeding  reports:  a  total  of  47  pairs  along  the  GWENT  coast  and  3  prs.  at  Rogiet  Quarry;  2  prs.  Bred 
in  Cardiff  Bay  and  breeding  was  noted  at  another  2-3  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  a  total  of  51 
ducklings  counted  along  the  coast  of  GOWER  (another  8  prs.  bred);  6  prs.  bred  Penclacwydd, 
CARMARTHEN  and  1  pr.  at  Machynys;  in  PEMBROKE  a  total  of  174  young  were  counted  on  the 
Cleddau,  4  prs.  bred  on  Caldey,  2  prs.  bred  Skomer,  breeding  suspected  on  Skokholm,  2  broods 
totalling  15  on  the  Nevern  and  2  broods  totalling  14  on  the  Teifi;  creche  of  20  seen  on  the  Broadwater, 
MEIRIONNYDD;  in  CAERNARFON  a  creche  of  52  at  Aber  Ogwen,  1  pr.  Produced  4y  on  Bardsey, 
7y  seen  at  Foryd,  9y  at  Pwllheli  and  5y  at  RSPB  Conwy;  on  ANGLESEY  bred  at  Cemlyn,  a  crechE  of 
40  at  Malltraeth  and  lOy  seen  at  Llyn  Coron. 


2000:  additional  counts  from  FLINT  of  3950  at  Bagillt  Bank  Aug.  26th  and  1000+  at  Point  of  Air  Oct. 


17 


th 


MANDARIN  A  ix  galericulcita  *  HWYADEN  GR1BOG 

All  records  relate  to  feral  or  escaped  individuals:  in  GWENT  a  pair  were  on  the  Cwmbran  boating 
lake  /  Afon  Lwyd  throughout  the  year  and  a  pair  were  on  the  River  Usk  at  Llanfair  Kilgeddin  from 
June  until  December;  in  GOWER  present  all  year  at  Margam  Park,  usually  numbering  4  but  up  to  7  on 
Jan.  31st,  2  males  +  6  females  on  Feb.  11th  and  a  male  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  May  4th;  in 
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CARMARTHEN  a  male  at  Conwyl  Elfed  Oct.  17th  and  a  female  was  at  Penclacwydd  Oct.  12th  until 
the  end  of  the  year;  in  MEIRIONNYDD  present  at  Glaslyn  all  year  and  3  males  +  a  female  were  at 

*L 

Pont  Croesor  Feb.  10  .  In  DENBIGH  a  pair  possibly  bred  at  Berwyn,  a  pair  was  observed  nest 
prospecting  at  Hosely  Hall,  Rossett  and  singles  were  seen  at  Llangollen  Canal  Feb.  23rd  &  May  5th  and 
in  FLINT  singles  at  Greenfield  Valley  Mar.  18th,  24th  &  May  5th,  Erddig  May  26lh,  Gresford  Flash 
Sept.  6th  and  River  Clwyd  Sept.  6th. 

2000:  additonal  records  from  DENBIGH  /  FLINT  a  female  with  7  young  at  River  Clwyd,  Denbigh, 
singles  at  7  other  sites,  max.  6  at  Pulford  Meadow  Dec.  27th. 


WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Undy 

596 

2 

80 

79 

222 

500 

GLWR 

580 

293 

20 

12 

210 

473 

479 

700 

Mathem 

220 

195 

10 

215 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

500 

180 

341 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

1540 

370 

690 

1650 

2140 

1595 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

1231 

155 

417 

411 

1044 

TAT/G 

608 

165 

62 

1500 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1379 

890 

703 

1667 

3192 

2380 

CEREDIGION 

Teifi  Est. 

284 

130 

49 

76 

200 

230 

Dyfi  Est. 

1336 

1241 

634 

926 

1126 

1741 

Cors  Caron 

155 

18 

188 

240 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D'Glas. 

1143 

400 

70 

500 

810 

600 

797 

Mawddach 

270 

111 

492 

220 

282 

Arthro 

51 

18 

29 

25 

65 

267 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

1890 

670 

465 

35 

1197 

3320 

2190 

2830 

Traeth  La  fan 

1028 

819 

632 

540 

744 

848 

ANGLESEY 

Inland  Sea 

442 

846 

Cemlyn 

201 

146 

78 

30 

125 

211 

FLINT 

Dee  Est. 

Bagillt  Bank 

1000 

34 

298 

320 

1500 

3600 

Oakenholt 

1250 

200 

33 

300 

80 

1530 

500 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  300  at  Ogmore,  GLAMORGAN  Oct.  6th;  in  CARMARTHEN  250 
at  Llandeilo  Jan.  3rd  and  800  at  Ginst  Point  Dec.  30th;  105  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  Jan.  13th;  140  Pwll 
Pati,  RADNOR  in  January  &  February,  130  there  in  December;  550  at  the  Broadwater, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Feb.  12th  and  on  ANGLESEY  508  at  Llyn  Alaw  Dec.  1 1th,  440  at  Llyn  Penrhyn 
and  457  at  Beddmanarch  Bay  Dec.  9th 


GADW ALL  A.  strepera  HWYADEN L  WYD 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  15  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

50 

62 

4 

10 

22  2 

18 

21 

20 

14 

41 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig 

20 

10 

4 

7 

10 

15 

49 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

73 

53 

43 

28 

28 

22  38 

29 

34 

41 

44 

48 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

11 

24 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

3 

36 

63 

14 

Llyn  Maelog 

29 

6 

9 

14 

11 

FLINT 

Inner  Marsh  Fm. 

2 

14 

18 

5  5 

25 

15 

5 

2 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  CARMARTHEN  8  at  Dinefwr  Ponds  Jan.  30th,  increasing  to  10 
on  Feb.  3rd,  and  37  at  Machynys  Nov.  23rd;  32  at  Esso,  PEMBROKE  in  January;  on  ANGLESEY  15 
at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  Aug.  4th  and  27  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  Sept.  11th;  in  FLINT  29  at  Llyn  Helyg 
Sept.  14th  and  32  on  Nov  30th. 
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Breeding  season  records  were:  in  GWENT  4  pairs  at  GLWR  but  no  young  fledged  and  up  to  6 
individuals  at  Corns  Llanwern  January  -  May  may  have  taken  up  territories;  7  prs.  bred  at 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  averaging  8  young  each,  a  pair  at  Machynys  produced  lOy  and  1  pair 
bred  at  Ashpit  Ponds;  one  pair  fledged  3  from  a  brood  of  5  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE;  at  least  2  prs.  at 
RSPB  Conwy,  CAERNARFON  but  no  evidence  of  any  breeding;  on  ANGLESEY  bred  Llyn  Traffwll, 
1  pr.  with  4y,  Llyn  Llywenan  and  probably  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw. 

2000:  additional  records  from  FLINT  29  at  Llyn  Helyg  Jan.  14th  and  22  at  Shotton  Nov.  5th. 


EURASIAN  TEAL  A.  crecca  CORHWYADEN 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

PeterstoneAV  entloog 

560 

495 

40 

49 

320 

224 

107 

GLWR 

974 

756 

150 

372 

459 

362 

405 

716 

St  Brides 

1000 

84 

7 

135 

30 

112 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

400 

7 

47 

154 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

680 

560 

5 

55 

325 

820 

675 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

360 

157 

92 

166 

257 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

2427 

1512 

157 

495 

957 

1026 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

683 

445 

230 

216 

213 

392 

Teifi  Est. 

362 

182 

54 

58 

60 

70 

Cors  Caron 

377 

69 

272 

972 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

160 

140 

30 

5 

40 

45 

134 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

379 

157 

22 

220 

210 

395 

178 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

800 

12 

334 

Llyn  Llygeirian 

334 

339 

Llyn  Rhos  Ddu 

154 

543 

27 

42 

198 

Llyn  Cefni 

297 

77 

317 

FLINT 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

400 

Oakenholt 

504 

530 

73 

500 

1106 

760 

285 

Point  of  Air 

159 

192 

58 

18 

11 

330 

320 

335 

423 

Breeding  season  records:  present  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT,  2  prs.  in  May,  9  individuals  in  June 
and  30  in  July;  a  pair  with  3y  on  Usk  Res.  CARMARTHEN;  breeding  was  suspected  on  Ramsey 
PEMBROKE;  in  CEREDIGION  20  males  seen  Cors  Caron  in  spring,  7  prs.  bred  Ynyshir  and  a 
female  with  young  were  seen  at  Hafan  mine  pool;  6  prs.  bred  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR;  in 
CAERNARFON  2  prs.  RSPB  Conwy  but  no  sign  of  breeding;  on  ANGLESEY  pairs  at  Llyn  Dinam 
and  Malltraeth  Marsh,  but  no  sign  of  breeding  at  the  latter. 

GREEN-WINGED  TEAL  A.  carolinensis *  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL  WERDD 

Single  male  in  PEMBROKE  probably  accounted  for  all  that  county’s  records,  at  Skokholm  Feb.  22nd 
&  Mar.  22nd,  Newgale  Marsh  Mar.  14th  -  30th  and  Marloes  Mere  May  12th  -  13th. 


MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  of  this  common  resident  and  winter  visitor  remain  widespread  in  Wales.  Monthly  max. 
for  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  400  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

600 

225 

60 

395 

520 

340 

236 

St.  Brides 

600 

32 

11 

42 

190 

61 

GLWR 

668 

194 

312 

441 

765 

288 

325 

GLAMORGAN 

Roath  park 

214 

207 

88 

530 

381 

232 

122 

91 

164 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

495 

307 

261 

397 

291 

284 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est 

588 

335 

484 

473 

332 

266 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

284 

317 

551 

247 

352 

271 

FLINT  Dee  Est. 

Other  large  counts  included:  493  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  in  December,  in  FLINT  1336  at  Oakenholt 
Aug.  27th,  830  at  Flint  Marsh  Aug.  30th  and  530  at  Point  of  Air  Sept.  29th. 
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AMERICAN  BLACK  DUCK  A.  rubripes  HWYADEN  DDU 

A  male  at  Heathfield  Gravel  Pit,  PEMBROKE  Jan.  28th,  Mar.  10th  &  14th.  Second  Welsh  record. 


PINTAIL  A  acuta  HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

520 

60 

1 

39 

29 

127 

190 

GLWR 

380 

296 

7 

15 

21 

51 

90 

40 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est 

700 

500 

13 

34 

100 

177 

245 

Cardiff  Heliport 

100 

40 

48 

60 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

2020 

440 

15 

150 

1280 

2705 

2570 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

740 

253 

117 

71 

122 

194 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

228 

235 

112 

4 

31 

44  - 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

172 

2 

60 

190 

95 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd 

98 

92 

66 

40 

55 

76 

132 

ANGLESEY 

Malltraeth 

150 

1 

31 

6 

Malttraeth  RSPB 

261 

Braint  Est. 

184 

27 

185 

FLINT 

Bagillt  Bank 

610 

170 

1 

80 

188 

1560 

6120 

3620 

800 

Point  of  Air 

424 

145 

1 

282 

537 

650 

1009 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  66  at  Red  Polls,  Nash,  GWENT  on  Sept.  27th,  50  off  Borth-y-gest, 
CAERNARFON  Jan.  5th  (Dwyryd  /  Glaslyn  flock),  210  off  Aberdyfi,  MEIRIONNYDD  Jan.  7th  and 
150  in  the  second  winter  period  (Dyfi  flock). 

GARGANEY  A.  querquedulci *  HWYADEN ADDFAIN 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  2-3  May  10th  -  1 1th,  a  male  June  4th  -  5th  and  1-2  all 
August  &  September  -  relating  to  at  least  8  individuals;  at  Penclacwydd  in  CARMARTHEN,  a  male 
in  April,  2  males  and  a  female  in  May,  a  male  in  June,  a  female  &  immature  male  in  August  and 
October;  in  PEMBROKE  a  pair  at  Skomer  Apr.  16th,  a  male  Marloes  Mere  May  12th  -  15th,  with  2 
males  there  on  the  13th  and  a  female  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  Sept.  9th  -  24th;  a  pair  at  Aberleri, 
CEREDIGION  on  May  3rd  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (NB  no  access  either);  a  male  and  3  females  at 
William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Sept.  16th;  a  male  RSPB  Conwy,  CAERNARFON 
May  1 1th  and  female  Llyn  Cefni,  ANGLESEY  Sept.  3rd. 


SHOVELER  A.  clypeata  HWYADEN LYDANBIG 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  Small  groups  were  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

175 

120 

3 

21 

157 

197 

168 

GLWR 

163 

116 

17 

4 

1 

7 

31 

49 

31 

32 

34 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

205 

105 

4 

15 

165 

185 

205 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

238 

53 

53 

11 

2 

2 

7 

56 

68 

76 

122 

194 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  25  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  Feb.  2nd  &  Dec.  15th,  on  ANGLESEY 
83  at  Llyn  Llygeirian  in  Janury,  32  in  February,  27  at  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu  in  February,  35  in  August  at 
Llyn  Cefni,  55  in  September  and  36  in  October,  27  at  Llyn  Alaw  in  September  and  33  in  October,  30 
at  Cemlyn  in  January,  92  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  Jan.  28th  and  70  at  Rush  Bog  Feb.  12th. 

Breeding  season  records,  far  from  complete,  came  from:  in  GOWER  a  pair  Port  Talbot  Harbour  Apr. 
17th  and  one  at  Britton  Ferry  tip  May  31st;  CARMARTHEN  a  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  at 
Penclacwydd  WWT;  PEMBROKE:  2-3  prs.  bred  but  no  young  fledged  on  Skomer  and  a  pair  present 
at  Marloes  Mere  until  May  2nd  with  the  male  there  until  the  13th;  1  pr.  bred  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION; 
a  juv.  was  seen  Brechfa  pool,  BRECON  Sept.  6th. 
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RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  *  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

All  records  were:  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  a  female  Aug.  16th  -  Sept.  15th  (also  being  seen  at 
Goldcliff  Pill  and  Llanwern);  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  free  flying  female  was  at  Roath  Park  all  year, 
others  visited  Kenfig  on  and  off  all  year  with  apairthere  Jan.  28th  &  Feb.  1 1th  and  one  at  the  Water 
Mill  Sept.  20th  -  22nd;  in  GOWER  a  male  present  at  Margam  Park  January  -  February  &  Apr.  13th, 
also  being  seen  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Mar.  21st,  Apr.  19th  &  Aug.  23rd. 

This  species  is  unusual  in  north  Wales,  in  FLINT  there  was  a  female  at  Greenfield  Valley  Nov.  5th 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 


POCHARD  Aythya  ferinci  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

Small  groups  winter  on  many  Welsh  waters  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding 
counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb  Mar  Apr 

A day 

Jane 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

44 

27 

4 

1 

4 

2 

85 

28 

68 

GLAMORGAN 

Cardiff  Bay 

90 

125 

98 

350 

Kenfig 

125 

26  8 

3 

21 

31 

47 

88 

126 

56 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
CARMARTHEN 

74 

30  23 

6 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

10 

20 

42 

Penclacwydd 

91 

78  51 

44 

49 

33 

36 

42 

49 

68 

59 

68 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

56 

120 

Talybont  Res. 

50 

9 

35 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Llywenan 

2 

12 

22 

52 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in 

GWENT  28  at  Newport  Docks  Jan. 

21st  and  32  at  St. 

Brides  Feb 

15th;  86  at  Roath  Park,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  February,  180  at  the  Cardiff  Heliport  on  Jan.  7m,  45  there 
on  Mar.  14  ,  130  at  the  Cardiff  Bay  Foreshore  Mar.  4  ,  28  at  Lisvane  /  Lanishen  Res.  in  January  and 
57  at  Rhymney  Est.  Dec.  23rd;  in  GOWER  63  at  Port  Talbot  Docks  Jan.  14th  and  50  there  on  Feb.  10th, 
44  on  borrow  pits,  Resolven  Jan.  28th  and  30  at  Fendrod  Lake  Dec.  23rd;  34  at  Usk  Res., 
CARMARTHEN  Dec.  8th  &  16th  and  28  at  Sandy  Water  Park  in  December;  on  ANGLESEY  290  at 
Llyn  Penrhyn  Jan.  21st  and  81  at  Llyn  Dinam  Oct.  27th. 


7th 


Breeding  information:  a  pair  reared  4y  on  Penrhyngwyn  Pond,  CARMARTHEN  and  pairs  bred  at 
Llyn  Llywenan  and  at  Llyn  Penrhyn,  both  ANGLESEY. 

REDHEAD  Aythya  americcma  HWYADEN  BENGOCH  AMERICA 

The  first  Welsh  and  only  the  second  British  record  was  of  a  male  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  Nov.  7th 
2001  -  Feb.  7th  2002. 


RING-NECKED  DUCK  A.  collaris*  HWYADEN DORCHAG 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT  a  male  at  Wentwood  Res.,  Jan.  21st  then  moved  to  GLWR  Goldcliff  Jan. 
29th  -  Feb.  25th,  Mar.  17th,  May  14th  -  22nd  and  Oct.  18th  until  the  end  of  the  year,  a  female  at  the  latter 
sites  Oct.  4th  -  17th;  a  male  at  Lower  Talley  Lake,  CARMARTHEN  Jan.  11th  (thought  to  be  the  male 
from  Llyn  Pencarreg  in  December  2000);  in  PEMBROKE  a  1st  winter  female  at  Heathfield  Gravel 
Pits  arrived  on  Jan.  20th  and  remained  there  all  year.  It  was  joined  by  a  male  and  2  other  females  Jan. 
28th  -  Mar.  16th;  a  female  at  Talybont  Res.,  BRECON  Jan.  20th  &  Mar.  1 1th. 
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TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligitla  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

As  usual  small  groups  wintering  on  waters  throughout  Wales.  The  monthly  max.  in  the  main 
wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


GWENT 

GLWR  GoldclifT 
Ynysfro  Res. 
Newport  Docks 
GLAMORGAN 

Cosmeston 
Kenfig 
Llan./Lisvane 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 
Talybont  Res. 
ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 
Llyn  Cefni 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

76 

84 

77 

20 

25 

21 

167 

35 

36 

29 

375 

67 

51 

61 

48 

64 

317 

360 

149 

47 

42 

51 

250 

105 

Apr 

May 

60 

June 

2 

1 

4 

43 

3 

68 

30 

39 

40 

12 

20 

45 

29 

40 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

20 

60 

119 

11 

5 

14 

65 

58 

106 

166 

164 

110 

68 

170 

198 

28 

38 

50 

400  348 

91  209 


Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

82 

no 

91 

32 

63 

112 

13 

23 

100 

80 

86 

43 

92 

57 

133 

125 

110 

124 

46 

40 

42 

315 

101 

224 

141 

127 

16 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  176  at  Rhymny  Great  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Jan.  18th,  36  at  the 
Knapp  &  43  at  Roath  Park  on  Jan.  14th  and  on  Dec.  16th  there  were  48  at  the  Knapp  and  38  on  Roath 
Park  Lake.  35  were  counted  on  Sandy  Water  Park,  CARMARTHEN  in  December. A  total  of  315  at 
Valley  Wetlands,  ANGLESEY  in  August  was  a  record  for  that  site;  60  were  at  Hanmer  Mere,  FLINT 
Jan.  20th. 


Breeding  was  noted  as  follows:  GWENT:  3  broods  totalling  lOy  at  Peterstone  Wentloog,  25y  from  4 
broods  at  GLWR  Goldcliff;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  pairbred  at  St.  Fagans  and  Cardiff  Bay,  where  a 
female  and  4y  were  seen.  Prospecting  was  also  observed  at  Cosmeston;  GOWER:  3  prs.  Margam 
Park;  CARMARTHEN:  17  prs.  bred  at  Penclacwydd;  CEREDIGION:  2  prs.;  BRECON:  1  pr.  Battle 
Hill  pools  with  2y,  pairs  summered  Dderw  Pool  and  Talybont;  MONTGOMERY:  one  pair  produced 
4y  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas;  on  ANGLESEY:  single  pairs  Llyn  Maelog  and  Cors  Erddreiniog,  2  prs. 
Llyn  Parc  Mawr,  also  bred  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Cefni;  2  broods,  totalling  9y  at  Erddig,  DENBIGH. 


2000:  additonal  breeding  record  from  FLINT  of  5  prs  at  Shotton  Steel  Works. 


SCAUP  A.  mania *  HWYADEN BENDDU 

A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

3 

1 

1 

9 

5 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

GOWER 

17 

7 

1 

1? 

1 

2 

1 

2 

14 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

3 

7 

2 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

13 

3 

5 

1 

3 

3 

CEREDIGION 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

MONTGOMERY 

9. 

MEIRI.  /  CAERN. 

Morfa  Harlech  / 

18 

14 

10 

Borth  y  Gest 

CAERNARFON 

1 

1 

2 

ANGLESEY 

21 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

CLWYD 

66 

20 

2 

2 

1 

4 

18 

Off  Whiteford  Pont,  GOWER,  up  to  8  birds  present  untuil  Mar.  3rd,  with  a  max.  of  10  on  Jan.  4th,  10+ 
individuals  at  Eglwys  Nunydd,  max.  7  on  Jan.  7th  &  Feb.  10th,  last  seen  Apr.  28th  and  a  single  there 
fromn  Oct.  17th.  35  were  in  Kinmel  Bay,  DENBIGH  Jan.  3rd,  increasing  to  60  from  17th  -  20th,  19 
were  off  Pensarn  on  Feb.  18th  and  18  were  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Dec.  3rd.  9  in  the  Dyfi  at  the 
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William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  in  December.Up  to  13  Inland  Sea,  ANGLESEY  in 
January. 

On  freshwaters:  a  female  Wernfrwdd,  GOWER  Aug.  28th  and  one  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  Sept. 

<ylh 

2000:  additonal  records  from  20  in  Kinmel  Bay,  DENBIGH  Jan.  22nd  and  50  off  Rhyl,  FLINT  Dec. 
28th. 

EIDER  Somateria  mollisimci  *  HWYADEN  FWYTHBL  U 

Small  numbers  offshore  throughout  the  year.  The  monthly  max.  in  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN 
were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

155  135  105  105  150  105  105  105  105  75  35  29 

Off  the  Aberdysynni  area,  MEIRIONNYDD  the  max.  counts  were  50  on  May  19th,  60+  off  Borthwen 
May  31st. 

Present  all  year  at  Penmon  Point  /  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY,  with  3  prs.  April  -  May  but  no  proof  of 
breeding. 


LONG-TABLED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis* 

HWYADEN  GYNFFON  HIR 

A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May  June 

Sept.  Oct  Nov 

Dec 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

1 

1 

GOWER 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

] 

1 

CEREDIGION 

3 

MEIRIONNYDD  elsewhere 

1 

2 

MEIRI.  /  CAERN. 

15 

9 

10 

15 

2 

7 

Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest 

CAERNARFON  elsewhere 

2  ‘ 

ANGLESEY 

1  1 

Inland  a  female  /  imm.  at  Usk  Res.,  CARMARTHEN  /  BRECON  Nov.  4th. 


2000:  additional  records  from  FLINT,  one  off  Point  of  Air  Apr.  22nd  and  another  there  Sept.  15th. 


COMMON  SCOTER Melanilta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN DDU 

Recorded  off  all  coastal  counties,  counts  from  the  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

GOWER 

Rhosilli 

53 

353 

CARM.  / 

Carmarthen 

7415 

2100 

PEMB. 

Bay 

PEMBROKE 

Newgale 

200 

CEREDIGION 

Borth 

376 

405 

517 

MEIRI/CAERN 

Morfa  Harlech 

800 

/  Borth  y  Gest 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

40 

145 

DENBIGH 

Llanddulas  / 

1000+ 

100+ 

Pensam 

2000  DENBIGH 

Llanddulas  / 

4000 

3000 

8000 

Pensam 


Apr 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

910+ 

Nov 

80 

Dec 

290 

250 

150 

500- 

200 

550 

404 

150 

850 

944 

1100 

200 

528 

10 

25 

35 

16 

200 

300 

1000 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  1,000  Morfa  Harlech  Jan.  15th  and  1,467  on  the  18th.  Off  the  FLINT 
coast,  12,000  off  Prestatyn  on  Nov.  13th,  3,000  were  2.5  miles  off  Rhyl  on  Dec.  10th,  4,000  were  off 
Gronant  on  Nov.  26th  with  3,880  there  on  Dec.  7th. 
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5,881  logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  117  dates,  June  28th  -  Dec.  30th,  max.  165  on 
Oct.  17th.  203  logged  passing  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  Aug.  31st  -  Sept.  16th  with  a  max.  53  on 
Sept.  14th.  Off  Bardsey,  monthly  max.  counts  were:  24  on  May  3rd,  44  on  June  22nd,  25  on  Sept.  19th 
and  38  on  Oct.  17th.  Off  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  a  total  of  254  logged  between  July  18th  and  Dec. 
19th,  106  logged  passing  Cemlyn  June  25th  -  Oct.  13th. 


*  th  t  u 

Inland  there  were  records  from:  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  a  pair  June  25  ,  13  on  July  7  and  a 
single  Oct.  10th;  in  BRECON  3  males  at  Llangorse  Apr.  21st  -  22nd,  a  female  May  19th  and  6  males  at 
Usk  Res.,  July  7th  -  8th  (also  in  CARMARTHEN);  one  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  Sept.  24th;  a 
female  at  Marshes  Pool,  Llanidloes,  MONTGOMERY  Nov.  10th.  An  other  interesting  record  was  of  a 
pair  at  Aber  Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  19th . 


The  male  Black  Scoter,  M  n.  americana  was  seen  off  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  Jan.  19 


th 


28th,  returned  there  in  the  2na  winter  period  from  Nov.  1 5 


>nd 


th 


SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicil/ata* 

Female  off  Borth,  CEREDIGION  Dec.  31st  into  2002. 


MOR-HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 


VELVET  SCOTER M  fusca*  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  4  were  in  Carmarthen  Bay,  CARMARTHEN  /  PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  20th,  a  male 
there  Feb.  17th  and  a  female  Feb.  25th  (the  latter  two  records  off  Amroth),  a  male  off  Strumble  Head, 
PEMBROKE  Nov.  10th  and  7  off  there  Dec.  13th;  in  CEREDIGION  off  Borth,  3  females  /  imm.  on 
Dec.  16th  and  6  there  on  the  31st;  a  1st  summer  male  was  seen  at  Penmaenpool,  MEIRIONNYDD  Apr. 
21st  -  24th  and  monthly  max.  counts  off  Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest  (CAERN./  MEIRI.)  were  9  in 
January,  6  in  November  and  12  in  December,  in  CAERNARFON  a  single  Llanfairfechan  Jan.  21st,  2 


there  Oct.  17th  and  3  on  Dec.  8m,  7  flew  passed  Bardsey  on  Oct.  2na;  off  ANGLESEY  a  female  at 


>th 


nd. 


Rhosneigr  Jan.  15th,  singles  off  Octel  Sept.  22nQ  and  Point  Lynas  Nov.  13m;  2  off  Llanddulas, 
DENBIGH  on  the  30th;  a  male  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Nov.  4th. 


>nd 


th. 


2000:  aditional  records  from  DENBIGH,  15  off  Llanddulas  Feb.  25th  and  3  there  on  Mar.  22 


nd 


GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clcnigula 
Monthly  max.  counts  at  the  main  sites  were: 


HWYADEN  LYGAD-A  UG 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

30 

5 

6 

17 

Kenfig  Pool 

29 

20 

4 

13 

4 

2 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

85 

73 

83 

73 

1 

12 

33 

30 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

35 

30 

7 

30 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

34 

31 

3 

14 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

52 

44 

8 

2 

4 

14 

51 

Talybont  Res. 

4 

14 

12 

12 

10 

6 

8 

MEIRI  /  CAERN 

D/Glas 

30 

18 

2 

3 

8 

3 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

66 

86 

63 

46 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus* 


LLEIAN  WEN 


All  records  were:  males  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Dec.  7th  until  2002,  at  Llangorse, 
BRECON  Jan.  3rd  -  Feb.  25th,  and  on  the  Afon  Cefni  at  Malltraeth,  ANGLESEY  Jan.  9th  -  Feb.  1 7th. 
Red-heads  recorded  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Jan.  11th  -  15th  and  Dec.  8th,  at  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.,  GOWER  Jan.  27th,  at  Heathfield  Res.,  PEMBROKE  Dec.  4th  and  at  Penclacwydd, 
CARMARTHEN  May  26th. 


2000:  additional  records  from  FLINT,  red-heads  at  Hanmer  Mere  Jan.  2nd-  3rd  and  Flint  Mar.  29 


\th 
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RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M  senator  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June  July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

10 

5 

3 

10 

1 

5 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

7 

23 

11 

7 

5 

2 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

20 

46 

17 

10 

31 

28 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

6 

13 

9 

20 

9 

Mawddach 

2 

13 

22 

12 

16 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

39 

41 

92 

253 

322 

320 

44 

164 

46 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included  27  off  Walwen  Mar.  17th  and  20  off  Point  of  Air  Nov.  18th,  FLINT. 

Breeding  information:  a  male  at  Talybont,  BRECON  Sept.  2nd;  in  CEREDIGION  3prs.  bred  Ynyshir, 
but  no  evidence  of  breeding  away  from  the  Dyfi;  in  MEIRIONNYDD  bred  D/Glas,  2  broods  of  3  +  4 
seen  Glaslyn;  in  CAERNARFON  2  prs.  Llyn  Elsi  in  April  3  prs.  Bodgynydd  Mawr  in  June,  female  + 
4y  Aber  Ogwen  in  July,  10  imms.  on  Afon  Seiont  in  September;  on  ANGLESEY  female  +  7y 
Cemlyn. 

2000:  additional  counts  from  FLINT,  46  offBagillt  Bank  in  March  and  21  in  October. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN DDANHEDDOG 

Breeding  information:  GWENT:  12y  Usk,  1  pr.  Skirrid  Fach  and  17  y  Abergaveny,  GOWER:  f  +  8y 
on  the  River  Neath,  f  +  9y  on  the  Tawe  at  Clydach,  female  +  13  y  Tonna  /  Aberdulais; 
CARMARTHEN:  pair  at  Cynghordy  but  no  evidence  of  successful  breeding,  a  female  was  observed 
investigating  nest  holes  at  Cwm  Isfael,  a  pair  at  Pont  Cydrych,  a  female  was  seen  flying  into  a  tree  at 
Dinefwr  Park  and  a  female  with  2juvs.  at  Rofawr  and  later  at  Dryslwyn;  CEREDIGION:  bred  on  the 
Afon  Ystwyth;  BRECON:  broods  seen  on  the  Usk,  Sennybridge  to  Talybont  Res.,  Crai  Res.,  on  the 
Wye  between  Builth  and  Glasbury,  on  the  Afon  Irfon  (at  Dolycoed  and  Llanwtryd  Wells,  Garth)  and 
near  Cradoc;  MONTGOMERY:  5  prs.  Lake  Vymwy;  MEIRIONNYDD:  female  +  2y  at  Llyn  Mair; 
CAERNARFON:  7y  seen  Aber  Ogwen,  bred  Llyn  Padarn  max.  10  y,  also  seen  during  the  breeding 
season  at  Llyn  Gwynant,  Llyn  Dinas  ,Betws  y  coed,  Fairy  Glen,  Llanrwst  and  Llyn  Geirionnydd;  2 
females  with  8y  at  Rhuddlan,  FLINT  and  a  female  with  5y  at  Sutton  Green,  River  Dee,  DENBIGH. 

Large  counts  were:  in  GWENT  29  River  Wye  Jan.  13th,  41  at  Bryn  Bach  Park  Dec.  28th;  24  at  Llyn 
Nantyr  Arian,  CEREDIGION  in  March;  in  BRECON  18  at  Talybont  Jan.  13th,  49  at  Crai  Aug.  27th 
and  14  at  Llangorse  Dec.  24th;  63  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  River  Dyfi,  MONTGOMERY/ 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Aug.  5th  and  46  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  Dec.  3 1st. 


RUDDY  DUCK  Oxynra  jamaicensis * 

HWYADEN  GOCH 

Summary  of  non-breeding  records: 

Jan.  Feb. 

Mar.  Apr. 

May  June  July  Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

GWENT  1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN  1 

2  3 

2 

2 

1 

GOWER 

1 

1 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

BRECON 

1 

CLWYD 

20 

Breeding  information:  GWENT  1st  breeding  record  for  the  county,  a  female  with  young  GLWR 
Goldcliff  in  July.  2  prs.  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  but  no  young  were  seen  and  pairs  bred 
at  Llyn  Llywenan,  Llyn  Alaw  and  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  ANGLESEY  and  at  Shotton  Lagoons,  FLINT. 
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Max.  counts  on  ANGLESEY  were  . 


Jan. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Llyn  Alaw 

41 

3 

31 

61 

Llyn  Cefni 

1 

2 

21 

Llyn  Coron 

2 

21 

10 

16 

Llyn  Penrhyn 

21 

tVi 

The  only  other  large  count  was  of  20  at  Elanmer  Mere,  FLINT  on  Mar.  1 8  . 

2000:  additional  counts  from  FLINT,  30  at  Hanmer  Mere  on  Oct.  3rd  and  pairs  bred  at  2  sites. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus*  BOD  Y MEL 

No  information  received  about  the  Welsh  breeding  population.  All  records  were  of  single  migrants: 
over  Margam  Burrows,  GOWER  Sept.  20lh,  over  Newgale,  PEMBROKE  Aug.  26th  and  in 
CAERNARFON  at  Bardsey  May  19th  and  Cwm  Penmachno  May  29th 

2000:  additonal  record  from  Ruabon  Moors,  DENBIGH  June  29th. 


BLACK  KITE  Milvus  migrans  BARCUD  DU 

Single  at  Llyn  Llywenan,  ANGLESEY  Apr.  20th. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus  BARCUD  COCH 

Due  to  the  foot  and  Mouth  outbreak  there  was  little  data  received. 


MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus *  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

A  male  over-wintered  on  ANGLESEY,  being  seen  at  Ger-y-Parc,  Mynydd  Bodafon,  Rhoscolyn  and 
Cors  Erddreiniog  from  Jan.  20  until  June.  Breeding  may  have  been  attempted  at  Llyn  Llywenan, 
where  individuals  were  observed  collecting  nest  material. 


Spring  passage,  all  records  refer  to  singles  unless  stated:  in  PEMBROKE  females  Trefeiddan  Apr. 
1 1th,  Marloes  May  2nd,  Skomer  May  29  ,  Strumble  Head  May  6th  (presumed  same  Goodwick  on  the 
9lh)  and  a  male  Skokholm  May  3rd  (also  seen  at  St.  David’s);  females  in  CEREDIGION  at  Cors 
Caron  May  7th  &  14th  and  at  Cors  Fochno  May  3rd,  16th  &  23rd;  sub-adult  at  Llangorse,  BRECON 
May  9th;  in  CAERNARFON  females  at  Bardsey  on  4  dates  in  May,  at  Moel  y  Ci  Apr.  10th,  Conwy 
RSPB  Apr.  23rd,  28th  and  May  10lh;  a  female  at  Cors  Erddreiniog,  ANGLESEY  May  17th  -  18th  (also 
seen  at  Llyn  Llywenan). 

Autumn  passage,  an  immature  male  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  /  Uskmouth,  GWENT  Aug.  23rd-  31st; 
female  /  juv.  Kenfig  Burrows  /  Margam,  GOWER  July  26th;  in  PEMBROKE  cream-crowns  at 
Skokholm  Aug.  1st,  2nd  &  29th,  Skomer  4th  &  23rd  with  2  there  Aug.  28th  -  Sept.  7th,  Mullock  Aug. 
21st  and  Marloes  Mere  Aug.  29th  (all  these  refer  to  the  same  2  individuals)  and  at  Carn  Llidi  Oct.  18  , 
a  female  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  Aug.  19th;  imm.  female  Epynt,  BRECON  Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  7th 
&  11th;  in  CAERNARFON  cream-crowns  at  Foryd  Bay  Aug.  5th,  Dwyfor  Estuary  Nov.  1st,  a  juv. 
Glaslyn  Aug.  21st;  a  male  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  22nd. 


A  summary  of  all  information: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr 
Males  1111 

Females /juvs.  4 


May  June  July 

2  1  1 
11  1 


Aug  Sept. 

2 

9  1 


Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  1 

1  1 


2000:  additional  record  of  a  female  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Apr.  9th. 


MONTAGU’S  HARRIER  C.  pygargus*  BOD  MONTAGU 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  male  flying  north  over  Castle  Martin  Ranges,  PEMBROKE  May 
12th. 
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HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus *  BOD  TINWEN 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range.  Breakdown  of  records  for  each  county, 
separated  by  sex  and  winter  period: 


1 

st  winter  period 

2nd 

winter  period 

males 

females 

males 

females/imm 

GWENT 

2 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

2 

1 

1 

GOWER 

2 

1 

2 

0 

CARMARTHEN 

5 

1 

4 

PEMBROKE 

4 

5 

4 

8 

CEREDIGION 

3 

4 

4 

3 

BRECON 

2 

3 

8-9 

MONTGOMERY 

MEIRIONNYDD 

3 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

1 

1 

5 

ANGLESEY 

1 

4 

2 

15 

CLWYD 

1 

1 

2 

Influx  recorded  in  BRECON  on  the  Epynt  Sept.  14th  -  Nov.  13th,  involving  6-7  individuals  including 
2  males.  Males  visited  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  on  June  2nd  and  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  May  7th  & 
July  15th. 


Max.  counts  from,  the  main  roosts  in  each  winter  periods: 

l5t  winter  period  2nd  winter  period 


males 

Females/  imm. 

males 

females/imm. 

PEMBROKE  Dowrog 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Marloes  Mere 

1 

1 

1 

Waun  Llanrhidian 

3 

1 

ANGLESEY  Cefni  Est. 

1 

1 

1 

4 

GOSHAWK  Accipiter  gentilis 

GWALCHMARTH 

The  only  breeding  information  received  were:  2-3  prs.  bred  in  GOWER,  one  pair  raised  a  single 
young  in  CARMARTHEN,  5-7  prs.  bred  in  PEMBROKE,  4  confirmed  breeding  pairs  in  BRECON,  2 
prs.  bred  in  RADNOR,  3  prs.  bred  Lake  Vyrnwy,  MONTGOMERY  and  one  pair  was  successful  in 
CLWYD.  One  was  observed  constructing  a  nest  during  fine  weather  on  Dec.  22nQ  in  GWENT. 

2000:  additional  record  of  a  breeding  pair  in  CLWYD. 
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SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter  nisus 
30+  pairs  recorded  in  BRECON. 


GWALCH  GLAS 


BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  B  WNCA  TH 

Two  sets  of  display  counts  from  BRECON  of  13  over  Usk  on  Apr.  14  and  23  over  Llanbadoc  Apr-. 
25th  &  May  7th.  A  survey  of  100  km2  of  north  Gwynedd  produced  a  count  of  30+  pairs  -  this  species 
appears  to  be  still  increasing. 

Other  interesting  records  were  of  one  seen  carrying  a  snake  over  Pontrhydyfen,  CEREDIGON  July 
19th,  a  white  individual  near  Pontypool,  GWENT  and  another  white  bird  near  Collister  Pill  October  - 
December. 


Counts  of  large  congregations  included:  17  at  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  29  (including  a  flock 
of  13),  24  worming  at  Bwlch,  BRECON  Mar.  3rd  -  9th  and  17  on  frozen  pasture  at  Manest  Court  Dec. 
12th.  The  most  surprising  count  was  of  the  passage  of  185  over  the  CCW  buildings  Bow  Street, 
CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  21st. 


OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus*  GWALCH  Y PYSGOD 

Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 


Mar. 

GWENT 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

RADNOR 

MONTGOMERY 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON  1 

ANGLESEY 

CLWYD  2 


Apr.  May  June 

2 

1 

1 

3  2  2 

1  3 

2 
1 

2 

2 

1  2  1 

1  1 


July  Aug.  Sept. 

1  1 

3  3 

1  2  3 

1  3  1 

2 

2 

1  2  1 


1 

1 


Oct. 

1 


1 


2000:  additional  records  from  Alwen  Res.,  DENBIGH  Apr.  22nd  and  from  FLINT  at  Llyn  Helyg  May 
9th  &  1 1th  and  Point  of  Air  Sept.  22nd. 


KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

Recording  for  this  species  was  greatly  reduced  by  Foot  and  Mouth  restrictions,  which  also  meant  that 
the  Society’s  monitoring  scheme  was  suspended.  Very  few  pairs  were  reported  and  it  may,  in  fact, 
have  been  a  poor  year.  Of  note  were  a  complete  absence  of  breeding  birds  on  Mynydd  Epynt  Mod, 
BRECON  and  the  presence  of  3  pairs  on  Great  Orme  and  another  on  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON. 
Where  breeding  was  recorded  it  seemed  to  be  successful  however.  Of  13  nests  reported,  4  held  a  total 
of  15  young  and  at  least  10  other  family  parties  were  noted. 


MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

Breeding  records  included:  noted  at  8  sites  with  success  noted  at  4,  in  BRECON  and  6  prs.  Lake 


Vyrnwy,  MONTGOMERY  produced  a  total  of  7  young. 


Non-breeding 

records: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

7 

10 

1 

1 

4 

6 

6 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

GOWER 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

CARMARTHEN 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

PEMBROKE 

7 

6 

6 

4 

2 

4 

11-12 

17 

6 

CEREDIGION 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5 

6 

4 

MONTGOMERY 

2 

2 

CAERNARFON 

6 

7 

7 

4 

3 

3 

9 

8 

6 

6 

ANGLESEY 

4 

4 

3 

6 

5 

8 

5 

CLWYD 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 
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HOBBY  F.  subbuteo  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

Breeding  records:  5-8  pairs  bred  /  possibly  bred  in  GWENT,  at  least  one  pair  bred  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN,  one  pair  possibly  bred  in  BRECON  and  4  prs.  bred  in  RADNOR. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  of  non-breeding  birds: 


Apr.  May  June 


Julv 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


GWENT  1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE  1 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

MONTGOMERY 

RADNOR 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

CLWYD  1 

*  one  at  Porth  Clais  Nov. 


2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


4 


8  1 
4 


1 

1  1 

i 

1 

1 

1 


2  1 


Nov. 


1* 


2000:  additional  records  from  CLWYD  5  on  May  1st,  4  on  July  16th  and  singles  June  12th  &  19th,  July 
6th  and  Sept.  3rd. 


PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus  HEBOG  TRAMOR 

Due  to  the  Foot  and  Mouth  Crisis  few  surveys  were  carried  out.  Breeding  summaries  received  were 
as  follows  (not  full  surveys): 


GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

CARMARTHEN 

MONTGOMERY 


Pairs  at  13  sites,  3  failed,  3  out-come  not  known,  6  were  successful  (including  5+  young  fledged  from  a  nest  in 
a  pylon) 

26  eynes,  16  prs.  bred,  27  y  fledged,  2  persecuted. 

Proved  to  breed  at  5  sites,  4  fledged  at  2  of  these,  suspected  to  have  bred  at  6  other  sites. 

7+  pairs  bred 


131  rings  from  Pigeons  were  recovered  from  nests  in  South  BRECON,  including  one  from  1906. 


RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus*  GRUGIAR 

In  GWENT  reported  from  Blorenge  (2  prs.),  Waun  Wen  (total  of  13  seen)  and  Sugarloaf;  the  only 
record  from  CARMARTHEN  was  of  fresh  droppings  found  at  Clogan  Mawr  in  October;  21  counted 
at  Glaslyn,  MONTGOMERY;  CAERNARFON  at  Moel-y-Ci  (up  to  4),  Parc  Drysgol  (up  to  5), 
Gwaun  Gynfi  (1-4),  Llyn  Conwy  (2)  and  Pen-y-Gwryd  (1);  in  DENBIGH  the  second  highest  autumn 
count  along  a  transect  route  since  1994,  18  counted  together  at  Watkins  Tower,  Llandegla  Sept.  16th. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix *  GRUGIAR  DDU 

The  Foot  and  Mouth  restrictions  cancelled  any  monitoring  work.  Counts  within  the  RSPB’s  Black 
Grouse  core  area:  45  grey  hens,  37  broods,  104  chicks,  2.31  chicks  per  hen.  Very  few  barren  hens 
(females  with  no  broods)  were  recorded.  9  males  at  Lake  Vyrnwy,  MONTGOMERY. 

Previous  years  results: 

2000  2.26  chicks  per  hen  1999  2.52  chicks/hen  1998  1  chick/hen  1997  1.28chicks/hen 

Studies  estimate  that  between  1.5  and  2  chicks/hen  are  required  to  sustain  a  population.  This  has  been 
achieved  in  Wales  from  1999-2001. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa  *  PETRI  SEN  GOESGOCH 

Populations  maintained  by  releases.  A  summary  of  records  received:  in  GWENT,  a  total  of  20 
individuals  reported,  max.  5  at  Llangybi  /  Coed-y-Paen  Feb.  17th  and  up  to  5  at  Collister  /  West  Pill  in 
October  &  November;  recorded  at  3  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  max.  2;  singles  at  3  sites  in 
GOWER;  15  at  Trefelli,  St.  David’s,  PEMBROKE  Sept.  9th;  one  at  Cradoc,  BRECON  Oct.  7th  until 
the  end  of  the  year;  one  at  Faenol  Hill,  CAERNARFON  was  the  1st  County  record  for  some  years;  on 
ANGLESEY  present  at  Point  Lynas  and  Traeth  Dulas  all  year,  max.  of  13  at  the  former  Sept.  4th  and 
4  at  the  later  Apr.  1st.  10  recorded  at  Octel  Nov.  9lh,  16  at  Brynrefail  Nov.  18th  and  12  at  Llugwy  Dec. 
8lh.  In  DENBIGH  300  at  Tainant  breeding  pens  July  29th  and  small  numbers  reported  at  7  other  sites. 

2000:  500  at  Tainant  breeding  pens,  DENBIGH  Sept.  2nd 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix  perdix  *  PETRI  SEN 

Population  maintained  by  releases.  A  total  of  22  reported  in  GWENT,  max.  14  at  Llanfairfawr 
Kilgeddan  Feb.  4th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  recorded  at  7  sites,  max.  8  at  Monknash  Aug.  28th  and  10  at 
Abethaw  Quarry  Nov.  14lh;  3  near  Kenfig  /  Margam,  GOWER  Feb.  22nd.  On  ANGLESEY  5  at  Braint 
Est.  Jan.  1st,  8  there  Nov.  22nd,  10  at  Newbrough  Warren  Jan.  9th,  12  at  Llyn  alaw  the  same  day  andlO 
at  Y  Bone  Jan.  28th.  In  CLWYD  15  at  Sealand  Mawr  Estate  Jan.  11th  and  small  numbers  at  3  other 
sites. 

2000:  CLWYD:  7  seen  at  Ruthin,  DENBIGH  Nov.  21st,  in  FLINT  11  prs.  at  Queensferry  /  Saltney, 
and  5  at  Hawarden  Sept.  15th. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  cotumix *  SOFLIAR 

Only  two  records  this  year,  of  calling  birds  at:  Gowerton,  GOWER  June  6th  and  at  Geliy, 
PEMBROKE  in  June. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana  porzana  RHEGEN  FRAITH 

Singles  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  juv.  Oct.  26th  and  one  at  Malltraeth,  ANGLESEY  Aug.  7th. 

LITTLE  CRAKE  Porzana  parva  RHEGEN  FA  CH 

2000:  one  at  RSPB  Conwy,  CAERNARFON  Sept.  27th. 

CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

Male  calling  at  Bull  Bay,  ANGLESEY  May  17th  -  June  23rd  and  one  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  Sept. 
21st  were  the  only  accepted  records. 
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WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquations  RHEGEN  Y DWR 

Breeding  records,  received  were  (numbers  refer  to  territorial  males):  present  at  GLWR  Goldcliff, 
GWENT;  8+  at  3  sites  in  GOWER,  max.  5  at  Port  Tennant  Bog;  singles  at  Bosherston  and  probably 
Frainslake,  PEMBROKE  and  4+  Teifi  Marshes,  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE;  1-2  Aberleri, 
CEREDIGION;  present  at  Llangorse  and  Usk  Res.,  BRECON;  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB  (3y  seen), 
CAERNARFON;  on  ANGLESEY  2-3  at  Cors  Bodeilio,  6+  Cors  Erddreiniog  and  1-2  Cors  Goch. 

Maximum  winter  concentrations  were:  11  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  Jan.  28th  and  15  there  Nov.  18th,  11  at 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  in  January,  9  in  February  &  November  and  16  in  December,  7  at  the 
Teifi  Marshes  in  January,  8  at  Llangorse  in  January  and  9  in  December.  At  least  15  individuals 
visited  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  in  November. 

MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus  IARDDWR 

Breeding  records  received  were:  in  GWENT  at  11  sites,  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  bred  at  sites;  in 
GOWER  18+  prs.  at  16  sites;  in  PEMBROKE  20+  prs.  at  8  sites;  in  CAERNARFON  bred  at  4  sites 
and  1 1  broods  totalling  48y  reared  on  Bardsey;  on  ANGLESEY  bred  at  4  sites.  Monthly  counts  at 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  were: 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

190  205 

220 

175 

160 

145 

140 

125 

155 

170 

185 

191 

COOT  Fulica  atra 

CWTIAR 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of 

100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 

available: 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR  GoldclifT 

187 

243 

112 

151 

304 

57 

58 

48 

40 

Ynysfro  Res. 

100 

58 

18 

2 

6 

28 

26 

170 

293 

292 

121 

GLAMORGAN 

Roath  Park  Lake 

36 

6 

96 

112 

102 

Kenfig 

304 

225 

115 

43 

43 

107 

155 

298 

462 

434 

413 

467 

Llan./Lisvane 

119 

140 

30 

7 

11 

33 

73 

62 

61 

57 

87 

117 

Eglwvs  Nunydd  Res. 
CARMARTHEN 

31 

32 

33 

12 

14 

35 

44 

103 

157 

149 

21 

33 

Penclacwydd 

188 

131 

95 

100 

85 

75 

63 

82 

88 

79 

81 

99 

Sandy  Water  Park 

38 

14 

64 

79 

123 

165 

98 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

600 

900 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Coron 

102 

89 

30 

90 

161 

88 

71 

63 

Cemlyn 

34 

33 

135 

131 

42 

46 

Llyn  Rhos  Ddu 

121 

141 

29 

29 

44 

62 

31 

142 

203 

189 

139 

Llyn  Maelog 

55 

34 

44 

123 

102 

69 

22 

54 

90 

Llyn  Alaw 

383 

270 

117 

Llyn  Cefni 
Inland  Sea 

124 

435 

422 

137 

267 

Other  large  congregations  were:  76  at  Bryn  Bach  Pool,  GWENT  in  September,  74  at  Baglan  Pool, 
GOWER  in  January  and  75  in  December,  121  at  Malltraeth  pool,  ANGLESEY  Sept.  25th  and  650  at 
Valley  Wetland  RSPB  in  September  and  in  FLINT  47  on  Shotton  Lagoons  Oct.  18th,  80  at  Hanmer 
Mere  Jan.  29th  and  95  Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  Dec.  16th. 

Only  breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  13+  prs.  at  8  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN  bred  at  18 
sites;  GOWER:  22  prs.  at  11  sites;  17  prs.  bred  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN;  BRECON:  20+ 
young  fledged  at  Llangorse  Lake,  elsewhere  bred  at  3  sites;  CAERNARFON:  6+  prs.  at  3  sites; 
ANGLESEY :  1 0+  prs.  at  5  sites. 
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CRANE  Grus  grus  GARAN 

2  adults  and  2  juv.s  were  in  the  Rhymney  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN  at  Michaelston-y-fedw  /  Lower 
Machen  Jan.  13th  -  20th  (visiting  Peterstone  Wentloog,  GWENT  on  the  14th).  A  single  at  Jordanston, 
PEMBROKE  Jan.  4th  -  6th. 


OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostr ale  gits  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  all  round  the  Welsh  coast  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites 
(holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  known. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Aberavon 

600 

3000 

nc 

192 

152 

nc 

nc 

700 

nc 

80 

450 

nc 

Blackpill 

3000 

3370 

1700 

478 

194 

314 

440 

3436 

3308 

3150 

3200 

3850 

Burry  (S) 

15700 

8085 

620 

500 

1100 

3705 

9450 

12570 

17610 

23925 

14510 

Jersey  Marine 

570 

327 

100 

2700 

1600 

1600 

1500 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

8471 

7707 

3648 

2311 

1935 

295 

385 

945 

3281 

4640 

4410 

6075 

T/T/G 

5109 

1930 

1760 

80 

400 

1429 

668 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

1087 

1079 

883 

250 

1016 

701 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

5373 

4055 

5152 

3710 

4016 

7831 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

3000 

3057 

2230 

1200 

1406 

1122 

1769 

6732 

10637 

7380 

5400 

3100 

Bagillt  Bank 

3365 

3550 

3005 

858 

396 

650 

1932 

6025 

3632 

2840 

3130 

Oakenholt 

25 

633 

700 

4267 

5300 

4500 

2200 

370 

Mostyn  Dock 

2560 

1374 

2060 

1315 

402 

2040 

5605 

3579 

4853 

887 

The  WeBS  count  of  7,831  at  Traeth  Lafan  on  Dec.  16th  is  a  record  for  the  site. 

Other  notable  counts  were  1,155  at  Worm’s  Head  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan  7th  and  1,026  here  on  Oct 
25th,  1,040  at  Morfa  Harlech,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Dec.  1 1th. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  were:  GWENT:  2  pairs  bred  at  GLWR,  one  of  them  on  a  shingle  island  at 
Goldcliff  lagoons,  and  a  pair  was  at  Newport  Docks  on  Apr.  28th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  small  numbers 
were  reported  breeding  near  the  Flat  Holm  farmhouse  and  landing,  pairs  also  in  Cardiff  Bay; 
PEMBROKE:  39  pairs  on  Skokholm,  with  22  chicks  reared;  90  pairs  Skomer;  24  -  26  pairs  Ramsey; 
8  pairs  Caldey;  at  least  8  pairs  on  coast  between  Castlemartin  Range  and  Stackpole  Head;  BRECON: 
one  pair  bred  at  Glasbury,  outcome  unknown;  RADNOR:  2  prs  bred;  MEIRIONNYDD:  several  nests 
recorded  as  being  predated  at  Aber  Dysynni,  at  least  five  nests  were  recorded  on  Borthwen  beach; 
CAERNARFON:  a  minimum  of  86  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  three  more  than  last  year.  48  nests 
were  located,  and  a  minimum  of  61  young  seen:,  two  pairs  probably  nested  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  and 
two  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach;  ANGLESEY:  Several  pairs  bred  successfully  at  Cemlyn,  six  pairs  bred  at 
Llyn  Alaw  and  four  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr. 

STONE  CURLEW  Burhinus  oedicnemus  RHEDWR  YMOELYDD 

Single  at  Llanddulas,  DENBIGH  on  Dec.  15th,  second  county  record. 

BLACK-WINGED  PRATINCOLE  Glareola  nordmanni  C WTIAD WENNOL  DDU 

One  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  the  evening  of  June  25th,  first  for  the  county  and  the  second  for 
Wales.  One  identified  by  the  bird  scarer  at  Mona  airfield  ANGLESEY  on  July  13th  but  originally  seen 
on  the  4lh  was  the  first  record  for  the  island.  The  bird  stayed  until  the  20th  and  attracted  many  admirers. 
The  record  is  the  first  for  Anglesey  and  the  third  for  Wales. 


LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius*  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

Birds  were  recorded  from  Mar.  18th  to  Sept.  17th.  Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  3  pairs  at 
Gobion  on  July  1st;  one  was  on  shingle  in  the  R  Usk  at  Abergavenny  on  Apr  14th- 17th  and  May  9lh; 
two  displayed  at  LR  on  June  25th,  and  one  at  Corns  Llanwem  on  June  8th;  5  pairs  were  thought  to  have 
nested  at  GLWR  with  a  count  of  11  birds  in  June;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  probably  bred  at  Llanilid 
opencast;  GOWER:  one  pair  bred  at  BP  Baglan;  CEREDIGION:  One  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  on 
Afon  Rheidol  and  one  successfully  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool,  nr  Cross  Inn;  BRECON:  birds  seen  at  Llangasty, 
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Glasbury  and  Dderw  Pool  in  April,  but  no  records  of  breeding  because  of  Foot  and  Mouth  restrictions; 
RADNOR:  4  pairs  bred;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Bred  on  the  Dyfi,  with  5  seen  on  Aug  .26*;  CLWYD 
one  pair  bredon  the  coast,  one  pair  at  Gresford  Flash  and  3  other  pairs  were  suspected  of  breeding. 

2000:  FLINT:  possible  breeding  at  Shotton  Lagoons  and  Shotton  Tip. 


RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

Widespread  around  the  Welsh  coast.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

GLAMORGAN 

13 

33 

20 

1 

161 

89 

44 

42  15 

Blackpill 

236 

175 

125 

11 

5 

4 

226 

300 

410 

436  265 

Burry  (S) 

100 

100 

40 

CARMARTHEN 
Burry  (N) 
CEREDIGION 

3 

5 

106 

3 

13 

Ynys-las 

ANGLESEY 

23 

65 

160 

405 

130 

240 

24  108 

Traeth  Abermenai 
FLINT 

110 

61 

50 

Gronant 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

36 

30 

22 

61 

183 

4 

35 

297 

58 

83 

22 

Other  large  counts  were  128  at  Jersey  Marine  GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  7th;  100+  at  the  Nevern  Est. 
PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  18th;  120  between  Dinas  Dinlle  and  Pontllyfni  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  22nd; 
331  at  the  Alaw  estuary  ANGLESEY  on  May  15th;  680  at  MOSTYN  DOCK,  CLWYD  on  Aug.  25th. 
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Breeding  records  were  incomplete  but  those  received  were:  GWENT:  One  was  displaying  at  GLWR 
GoldclifT  on  June  20th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  8  prs.  in  suitable  habitiat  between  Sker  and  Kenfig  river 
mouth,  others  at  Aberthaw  Pwer  Station  and  Sandy  Bay  caravan  site;  GOWER:  Two  pairs  bred  at 
Whiteford,  two  pairs  at  Jersey  Marine  Beach,  1-2  pairs  at  Margam  Sidings  and  single  pairs  between 
Horton  and  Oxwich  Point,  at  Swansea  Docks,  Old  Steelworks  site  at  Felindre  and  Port  Talbot  Old 
Docks.  Up  to  6  pairs  probably  bred  at  Baglan;  PEMBROKE:  A  pair  on  usual  territory  near  Linney 
Head  +  single  chick  in  June;  a  pair  Brownslade  June  30th;  5  adults  +  1  juv  Frainslake  Aug.  10th; 
CEREDIGION:  Two  pairs  bred  near  Aberystwyth  and  one  at  Wallog;  MEIRIONNYDD:  a  pair 
hatched  four  chicks  in  Trefeddian  dunes,  Aberdyfi  and  at  least  two  nests  were  recorded  on  Borthwen 
beach  during  the  year;  CAERNARFON:  One  pair  bred  at  Morfa  Madryn,  with  5  juveniles  seen,  and 
one  pair  bred  at  Penrhyn  Bay;  ANGLESEY:  At  least  two  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn,  also  bred  at  Porth 
Nobla. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus *  HUTAN  YMYNYDD 

There  was  only  one  spring  record  this  year  owing  to  the  Foot  and  Mouth  restrictions  in  force  over  the 
passage  period  at  traditional  sites.  All  records  were:  CARMARTHEN:  two  on  Garreg  Lwyd  on  Sept. 
28th;  BRECON:  one  seen  in  flight  at  Mabion’s  Way,  Mynydd  Epynt  on  Oct.  13th;  CAERNARFON:  A 
juvenile  on  the  Great  Orme  Sept.  26th-29th;  ANGLESEY:  one  on  the  Range  on  May  6th. 


GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  A  UR 

Records  are  rather  incomplete  but  monthly  max.  at  major  wintering  areas  (holding  400  at  least  once) 
are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Sker  /  Kenfig 

1200 

15 

409 

289 

1380 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

1010 

1500 

1150 

120 

20 

650 

CARMARTHEN 

Ginst  Point 

6050 

4519 

3000 

2120 

4860 

8175 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

354 

591 

16 

1363 

13 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

800 

370 

400 

353 

950 

1200 

CAERNARFON 

Morfa  Dinlle 

400 

250 

47 

300+ 

500 

620 

ANGLESEY 

Braint  est. 

92 

600 

51 

Cemlyn 

190 

150 

120 

84 

400 

Malltraeth 

30 

202 

440 

Other  major  winter  flocks  in  coastal  counties  were:  CARMARTHEN:  3-4,000  on  the  Gwendraeth 
near  Cydweli  on  Mar.  18lh;  PEMBROKE:  Max.  numbers  early  in  year:  1000  Castle  Martin  Corse  Jan. 
4th,  1200+  Jordanston  Jan  ,7th;  1000  Stack  Rocks  Jan  13th;  1500  Lower  Pant  y  Coch  Jan.  13th;  1200  nr. 
Heathfield  GP  Jan.  26th.  End  of  year  maxa:  1000+  Carew  River  Nov.  28th;  1000+  Castle  Martin  Corse 
area  Dec.  29th;  CEREDIGION:  1 100  at  Aberaeron  on  Nov.  19th,  600  at  Llanrhystud  on  Nov.  24th 

Inland  flocks  were  CEREDIGION:  200  at  Capel  Cynon  on  Mar.  14th;  BRECON:  c.200  on  Mynydd 
Epynt  on  Jan.  26th  and  c.l  10  on  the  Roman  road  at  Trecastle  on  Feb.  18th,  max.  c.  400  above  Llywel 
on  the  western  Epynt  in  the  second  winter  period  and  c.  250-300  in  the  Yscir  Fawr/Pantyllyn  area  on 
Nov.  1st;  RADNOR:  300  at  Begwyns  on  Oct.  25th. 

Very  little  breeding  information  was  received.  RADNOR:  continued  decline  reported,  with  fewer  than 
20  pairs.  3  pairs  bred  on  Denbigh  Moor,  DENBIGH. 


GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LL  WYD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  75  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 
Burry  (S) 
CARMARTHEN 

395 

390 

45 

5 

25 

20 

50 

130 

125 

Penclacwydd 

ANGLESEY 

23 

1 

3 

42 

75 

Traeth  Abennenai 
FLINT 

51 

53 

88 

Dee  :  Point  of  Air 

80 

23 

106 

1 

4 

11 

2 

100 

68 

105 

One  large  count  of  84  at  Gronant,  FLINT  Nov.  18th. 
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LAPWING  Vcmellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

410 

190 

12 

77 

204 

501 

Nedem 

500 

146 

21 

425 

228 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

1790 

795 

15 

20 

95 

370 

CARMARTHEN 

Taf 

1881 

626 

Ginst 

2075 

1312 

303 

1234 

2439 

Gwendraeth 

193 

684 

303 

269 

Burry  (N) 

1643 

839 

467 

74 

181 

1225 

1156 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

891 

317 

0 

10 

666 

752 

Teifi  est. 

500 

269 

47 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est 

689 

852 

47 

47 

489 

765 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

700 

810 

100 

90 

910 

1000 

ANGLESEY 

Aberf£ra\v/Llyn  Coron 

1300 

1080 

700 

620 

Alaw  Est. 

208 

610 

Braint  Est 

410 

620 

Cemlyn 

1500 

135 

168 

Malltraeth 

620 

170 

100 

310 

FLINT  (Dee  Est.) 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

5 

1000 

60 

2 

500 

1000 

2150 

Oakenholt 

1200 

312 

1000 

1300 

1625 

1100 

Other  major  flocks  were;  800  at  Old  Castle  Down  near  Ewenny,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  7th; 
PEMBROKE:  Early  year  maxa:  3000  Sprinkle  Pill  Jan.  4Ul;  2000  Brownslade  Jan.  4th;  1000  Panteg 
Jan.  13th  End  of  year  maxa:  1000  Mathry  Nov.  14th;  500  Gann  Dec.  20th;  800  Llanreithan  Dec.  27th;  2- 
3000  Castle  Martin  Corse  Dec.  29th;  CEREDIGION:  500  Teifi  est  on  Jan.  3rd,  500  Synod  Inn  on  Jan. 
30th;  ANGLESEY:  500+  at  Valley  on  Jan.  1st,  500  at  Pensarn  on  Jan.  13th,  990  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  on 
Jan.  27th;  350  at  Flint  Sands,  FLINT  in  December.  The  largest  count  from  the  inland  counties  was  of 
124  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  Feb.  20th. 

Breeding  records  received  are  summarised  under  counties,  as  follows:  GWENT:  Bred  at  6  sites,  with 
20+  pairs,  and  probably  bred  at  6  other  sites;  a  total  of  15  pairs  nested  at  GLWR;  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
suspected  at  14  sites,  proved  at  6;  GOWER:  Breeding  confirmed  at  7  sites  with  up  to  18  pairs,  max. 
up  to  7  pairs  in  Baglan  Bay  area,  probable  breeding  at  three  other  sites;  CARMARTHEN:  18  pairs 
bred  at  Penclacwydd  fledging  17  young,  the  lowest  number  of  breeding  pairs  here  since  1997;  birds 
present  in  the  breeding  season  at  three  other  sites;  PEMBROKE:  Only  breeding  record  received  was 
from  Ramsey,  10  males  holding  territories,  8  clutches  laid,  5  possibly  6  fledglings.  No  breeding  birds 
on  Skokholm  for  just  second  time  on  record,  on  Skomer  an  adult  appeared  with  a  fully-fledged 
juvenile  on  4  July;  CEREDIGION:  Away  from  the  Dyfi  area,  c.  17  pairs  bred  at  four  sites,  max.  c.  8 
pairs  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool,  near  Cross  Inn;  BRECON:  5-12  juveniles  fledged  at  Llangorse,  25  juveniles 
seen  at  Brechfa,  4  juveniles  at  Cefn  Cantref,  7+  juveniles  at  the  Roman  road,  Trecastle  and  one 
juvenile  found  dead  on  the  road  at  Pontneddfechan;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Bred  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd 
estuary;  CAERNARFON:  15  pairs  at  Morfa  Madryn,  also  bred  at  two  other  sites;  ANGLESEY:  c.  22 
pairs  bred  at  five  sites,  max.  9  pairs  at  Valley  Wetlands  RSPB;  CLWYD:  8  prs.  at  3  sites. 
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KNOT  Cali  dr  is  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May  June  July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

440 

1  2  9 

24 

110 

200 

3 

460 

PW/SF 

1000 

10 

1 

4 

4 

Undy  /  Matliem 

1 

18 

2 

2500 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

6020 

4800 

200 

5 

5 

130 

320 

50 

500 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  La  fan 

545 

80 

2 

7 

8 

ANGLESEY 

Traeth  Abermenai 

1030 

1050 

55 

320 

Traeth  Llanddwyn 
FLINT 

c500 

180 

400+ 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

3580 

3330 

440 

440  1  9 

6 

52 

140 

30 

110 

Dee:  MOSTYN 

410 

1720 

342 

11 

1 

91 

10 

DOCK 

Flint  Sands 

100 

2000 

Dee:  Oakenholt 

250 

12 

400 

600 

300 

A  total  of  155  passed  Strumble  Hd  on  12  dates  from  Aug.  24th  to  Oct.  6th, 

max.  30  on  Aug 

.  24th. 

SANDERLING  C.  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


GLAMORGAN 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Blackpill 

464 

240 

Burry  (S) 

67 

Jersey  Marine 

18 

48 

Port  Talbot  / 
Aberavon 
CARMARTHEN 

120 

101 

T/T/G 

MEIRIONNYDD 

210 

640 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

70 

Morfa  Harlech 
ANGLESEY 

90 

Traeth  Llanddwyn 
FLINT 
Gronant 
Dee:  Point  of  Air 

50 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

239 

7 

48  2 

18 

66 

47 

86 

46 

730 

7 


Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

31 

132 

355 

400 

180 

2 

65 

5 

120 

21 

50 

68 

65 

80 

43 

64 

5 

9 

82 

116 

39 

25 

40 

150 

70 

200 

100 

Other  large  counts  were  300  near  Swansea  Docks  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  18th  and  205  here  on  Dec. 
2nd;  with  70  at  Baglan  Beach  on  Jan.  3 1st;  130  at  Pensarn,  DENBIGH  Nov.  14th. 


SEMI-P ALMATED  SANDPIPER  Calidhs  pusilla  PIBYDD  LL  WYD 

A  juvenile  was  at  Portobello  -  Ogmore  Estuary  on  Sept.  3rd  -  4th,  the  second  record  for  the  site. 

LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta *  PIBYDD  BA CH 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

Gwent 

1 

1 

28 

20+ 

Glamorgan 

4 

1 

1 

Carmarthen 

1 

2 

1 

Pembroke 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Ceredigion 

2 

15 

3 

Meirionnydd 

3 

19 

1 

Caernarfon 

1 

2 

10 

8 

Anglesey 

1 

Clwyd 

2 

2 

13 

2 

. 

Notable  amongst  these  was  a  group  of  1 1  inland  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool,  nr  Cross  Inn,  CEREDIGION  on 
Sept.  30th.  The  remains  of  one  was  found  below  a  Peregrine’s  eyrie  near  Bridgend  on  May  23rd. 
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BAIRD’S  SANDPIPER  C.  bairdii * 

A  juvenile  was  recorded  at  the  Alaw  estuary  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  25 


th 


PIBYDD  BAIRD 


CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea* 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


PIBYDD  CAMBIG 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May 


Gwent 

E.  Glamorgan 

Gower 

Carmarthen 

Pembroke 

Ceredigion 

Meirionnydd 

Caernarfon 

Anglesey 

Clwyd 


June 

1 


July 


Aug. 

10 

3 

8 

1 

2 

2 

6 

1 


Sept. 

28 

6 

8 

8 

16 

12 

14 

18 

19 


Oct. 

8 

1 

3 

3 

11 

1 

4 

16 


Nov.  Dec. 


th 

This  included  one  inland  records  at  Lamby  Lake,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  13  and  at  Ty  Gwyn 
pool  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  23rd-26u\  A  single  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Jan.  24th  was  unusual. 


PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

Small  numbers  were  recorded  in  all  coastal  counties  except  GWENT  and  CARMARTHEN.  About 
140-150  birds  are  thought  to  winter  in  Wales,  though  the  species  may  be  under  recorded  away  from 
traditional  sites.  There  were  records  up  to  May,  with  3  on  Flatholm,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  the  20th 
and  a  single  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  the  19th,  then  from  Sept  8th  at  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION. 
The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  10  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore 

13 

3 

2 

15 

Port  Eynon  Point 
CAERNARFON 

10 

3 

1 

1 

12 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

75 

73 

35 

4 

12 

7 

Cemlyn 

10 

4 

1 

7 

11 

6 

Penmon  Point 

6 

3 

12 

Point  Lynas 

3 

2 

18 

2 

Trearddur  Bay 

21 

23 

Max  of  13  at  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION  in  the  first  winter  period  and  present  to  May  1 1th,  and  in 
autumn  from  Sept.  8th  with  8  in  December. 


DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIBYDD  YMA  WN 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


GWENT 

GLWR 

Undy 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhyrnney  Est. 
Burry  (S) 
Blackpill 
CARMARTHEN 

T/T/G 

BuiTy(N) 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 
CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

FLINT 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 
Dee:  Oakenholt 
Bagillt  Bank 
MOSTYN  DOCK 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

450 

300 

4000 

6 

1000 

9800 

5550 

400 

1860 

1338 

1520 

714 

317 

115 

33 

860 

2155 

2699 

1869 

2563 

2620 

2300 

858 

500 

32 

580 

25 

760 

40 

Apr. 

May 

June 

150 

125 

81 

2 

160 

11 

20 

25 

2 

136 

395 

13 

30 

332 

5 

40 

605 

1 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

24 

675 

333 

53 

50 

110 

3 

110 

550 

1800 

32 

47 

274 

35 

115 

73 

75 

4 

1105 

940 

700 

20 

1350 

600 

1150 

1100 

1 

1040 

403 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1200 

2000 

900 

221 

700 

4000 

300 

370 

3265 

3200 

3360 

555 

2070 

2440 

484 

2780 

585 

906 

1245 

123 

326 

3481 

6 

469 

3200 

1000 

1500 

2550 

2000 

3000 

2500 

550 

200 

364 

112 

340 
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A  total  of  1,034  were  logged  passing  Strumble  Hd  PEMBROKE  on  40  dates  between  Aug.  7th  and 
Nov.  27lh,  max.  530  on  Aug.  811  (400  in  one  flock). 

No  records  suggesting  breeding  were  received. 


RUFF  Philomachus pugnax*  PIBYDD  TORCH OG 

Wintering  birds  were  one  on  the  foreshore  at  GLWR  Uskmouth  GWENT  on  Jan.  16th  and  one  at 
Goldcliff  lagoons  here  on  Dec  16th;  one  at  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  and  Morfa  Harlech 


MEIRIONNYDD  in 

January.  Approximate  monthly  totals 

were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

Gwent 

1 

1 

l 

5 

14 

7 

1 

E.  Glamorgan 

2 

Gower 

1 

Carmarthen 

l 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Pembroke 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Ceredigion 

Brecon 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Meirionnydd 

1 

2 

1 

Caernarfon 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

Anglesey 

8 

2 

2 

Clwyd 

2 

5 

JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

Birds  were  recorded  until  Apr.  20th  and  from  Sept.  20th. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent 

1 

7 

E.  Glamorgan 

6 

12 

2 

2 

7 

15 

Gower 

12 

2 

5 

1 

5 

6 

Carmarthen 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pembroke 

5 

6 

13 

1 

1 

1 

3 

11 

Ceredigion 

10 

2 

10 

1 

3 

6 

Brecon 

1 

1 

2 

Caernarfon 

5 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1 

Anglesey 

10 

2 

2 

13 

6 

Clwyd 

2 

1 

2 

13 

8 

A  count  of  12  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  Mar.  9th  was  a  record  for  the  island.  The  other  large  count 
was  of  8  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Dec.  16th. 


SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  of  40  or  more  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

91 

92 

19 

13 

4 

52 

14 

Llanwem 

136 

85 

53 

49 

140 

193 

CARMARTHEN 

Ginst 

63 

2 

6 

173 

Penclacwydd 

26 

26 

16 

2 

11 

18 

17 

44 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

200 

53 

2 

3 

78 

147 

CEREDIGION 

Cors  Caron 

12 

50 

50 

36 

47 

42 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

31 

105 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

21 

9 

15 

5 

16 

30 

42 

40 

Traeth  Lafan 

39 

109 

1 

10 

15 

19 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Coron 

4 

35+ 

126 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

79 

90 

133 

FLINT  Dee:  Point  of  Air  40 

Other  significant  counts  were  50+  at  Gwastad-mawr,  Malpas  GWENT  on  Dec  14th;  53  at  Clyne 
Common  GLAMORGAN  Jan.  3rd;  60+  at  Bishop’s  Pond,  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  15th;  100+ 
Newgale  Marsh  PEMBROKE  Jan  2nd  with  40  there  Oct.  5th;  46  Esso  site  PEMBROKE  Jan  12th;  54  at 
Ty  Gwyn  pool  CEREDIGION  in  Aug.  with  c.  100  there  in  Nov.  and  60+  at  Lovesgrove  on  Dec.  7th; 
105  at  Llangorse  BRECON  on  Nov.  4th. 
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Very  little  systematic  breeding  information  is  available:  GWENT:  Up  to  8  pairs  at  Waun  Afon  and  4 
pairs  at  Garn-yr-erw,  and  a  large  chick  was  seen  at  Garnlydan  Res;  GLAMORGAN:  one  drumming  at 
Dowlais  Tops  on  June  12th,  present  in  May  at  Seven  Sisters  and  S.  of  Ystalyfera;  CARMARTHEN: 
two  drumming  at  Usk  on  May  1 1th;  CEREDIGION:  Two  ‘drummers’  at  Ynyshir  in  May  were  the  first 
breeding  season  records  there  for  a  number  of  years.  At  least  12  ‘drummers’  at  Cors  Caron  although 
no  complete  survey  this  year;  BRECON:  a  good  breeding  season  on  Mynydd  Epynt,  where  a  min.  of 
21  drumming  or  chipping  birds  in  May/June,  with  birds  seen  in  the  breeding  season  at  Usk  Res.,  Y 
Gors,  Beacons  Res.,  Llangorse  and  Torpantau;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  was  chipping  on  the  southern 
flanks  of  Arenig  Fawr  on  Mar.  29  ;  CAERNARFON:  two  drumming  on  Gwaun  Gynfi  on  May  4  . 


WOODCOCK  Sco/opax  ruslicola  CYFFYLOG 

All  records  of  roding  birds  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the  breeding  status  of  this  species 
in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood:  GWENT:  A  brood  found  in  larch  at  Cadira  Beeches,  Wentwood, 
on  May  31st,  2  were  roding  there  on  May  24th  and  several  on  June  23rd-  24th,  one  seen  in  woodland  at 
Penallt  in  April;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  single  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  at  Llanwonno  in  July; 
CEREDIGION:  One  roding  at  Ynyshir  in  early  June;  CAERNARFON:  One  was  roding  at  Cors 
Bodgynydd  on  June  10th  and  July  6th  and  12th. 

Wintering  numbers  were  small,  max.  8  at  Nantyderry  GWENT  on  Dec.  22nd  and  8  at  Llanwern 
BRECON  on  Dec.  28th 

2000:  FLINT:  three  were  roding  at  Penmynydd  site,  Hawarden  Estate  in  June/July  and  a  nest  was 
found  at  Bonum  Foreston  July  18th.  A  study  of  roding  birds  at  the  Penmynydd  site  gave  the  following 


results: 

1994  1995  1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

6  12  2 

4 

1 

4 

3 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa 

RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  50  or  more  at  least  once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

5 

18 

21 

'  7 

37 

70 

110 

• 

St  Brides 

120 

80 

42 

FLINT 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

390 

Dee:  Flint/Bagillt 

1000 

900 

712 

1082 

4 

250 

1000 

2500 

8500 

2000 

Dee:  Oakenholt 

1250 

1500 

350 

564 

2500 

4000 

3900 

1100 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

232 

42 

30 

195 

460 

301 

56 

621 

280 

400 

357 

25 

250 


37  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  May  24th  was  an  unusually  large  number  for  the  site,  and  unusual 
numbers  were  also  recorded  at  Malltraeth  Cob  Pool  ANGLESEY,  with  birds  being  seen  more 
regularly  than  at  any  time  in  the  last  20  years,  max.  26  in  August.  800  at  Walwen,  CLWYD  Apr.  4th. 

Inland  there  were  singles  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool,  near  Cross  Inn  CEREDIGION  on  May  14  and  Sept.  20  ; 
one  at  Llangorse  BRECON  on  Apr.  4th,  2  at  Brechfa  Pool  here  May  L'-S111;  6  at  Llyn  Traffwll 
ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  3rd,  8  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  Sept.  14th  with  4  here  on  Sept. 24th  and  one  at  Llyn 
Coron  on  Dec.  8th. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  G YNFFONFRITH 

Small  numbers  occur  in  most  coastal  counties  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts 


of  70  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May  June 

July 

Aug  Sept.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 
Burry  (S) 

300 

250 

120 

5  5 

2 

5  20  20 

25 

170 

CARMARTHEN 

T/T/G 

ANGLESEY 

80 

8 

10 

1 

1 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

81 

60 

32 

19 

23 

180  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  19th  and  Oct.  22nd.  One  other  large  count,  of 
1 13  at  Oakenholt,  FLINT  Oct.  3rd. 


WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFNIR 

There  were  again  a  number  of  wintering  birds.  Probably  over-wintered  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  single 

|L  |L 

Feb.  20  on  Warden’s  return  to  Island;  up  to  3  to  Dec.  7  ,  when  the  island  was  vacated.  Two  birds 
overwintered  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  and  a  third  bird  was  seen  with  them  on  four  dates  in 
March. 

Spring  passage  began  in  mid  March  and  continued  at  least  until  June  30th.  Return  passage  from  July 
5th  to  October  9th.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  60  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

60 

46 

1 

10 

17 

1 

GLAMORGAN 
Burry  (S) 
CARMARTHEN 

170 

365 

10 

55 

20 

Penclacwydd 

CAERNARFON 

16 

87 

7 

31 

11 

3 

Bardsey 

4  51 

65 

2 

4 

15 

40 

4 

Elsewhere  passage  max.  were  PEMBROKE:  53  on  the  Gann  Apr  27th,  50  Nevern  Apr.  22nd,  90 
Stackpole  May  8th;  118  Whitesands  May  4th,  140+  there  on  the  5th  and  200+  on  the  6th; 
CEREDIGION:  1 10  at  Borth  on  May  4th. 

358  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  3rd  and  Oct.  2nd,  max.  105  on  Aug.  29th. 

Inland:  one  over  Pennorth  BRECON  Apr.  29th,  with  1-2  at  Llangorse  May  6th- 14th  with  3  on  the  9th; 
singles  Elan  Valley  RADNOR  May  19l  and  Glasbury  May  20th,  4  at  Cors  Caron  CEREDIGION  on 
May  22nd  and  one  on  the  24th. 

A  pair  held  territory  in  CAERNARFON  during  the  summer  of  1999  and  in  2000  a  pair  fledged  three 
young,  which  were  all  ringed.  This  represents  the  first  breeding  record  for  Wales,  a  report  on  which 
will  be  published  shortly  in  Welsh  Birds. 
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CURLEW  N.  arquatus  GYLFINIR 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr.  May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Undy 

406 

3 

326 

2 

350 

500 

440 

323 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

435 

720 

20  25 

290 

1460 

1945 

1590 

1335 

505 

615 

Jersey  Marine 
CARMARTHEN 

37 

750 

19 

161 

110 

106 

11 

Burry  (N) 

423 

444 

455  144  103 

242 

1274 

1250 

431 

595 

257 

223 

T/T/G 

392 

90 

206 

676 

586 

PEMBROKE 
Cleddau  Est. 
CEREDIGION 

808 

1164 

546 

2043 

1284 

785 

1138 

745 

Dyfi  Est. 

513 

824 

830 

624 

661 

561 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

CAERNARFON 

523 

95 

30 

120 

100 

169 

107 

141 

200 

Conwy  RSPB 

78 

176 

35 

8 

725 

461 

300 

91 

- 

Traeth  Lafan 

2240 

1766 

2530 

1361 

1272 

2381 

1206 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

768 

1020 

700  400  52 

335 

1350 

1654 

1959 

2023 

1365 

790 

Bagillt  Bank 

80 

104 

620 

36 

63 

790 

405 

87 

5 

Flocks  elsewhere  included 

464  at  the  Alaw  est. 

ANGLESEY  in 

August  and  400 

on  River  Clwyd, 

Rhyl,  FLINT  on  Jan.  29th. 

The  highest  counts  from  the  inland  counties  was  48  at  Llowes  RADNOR  on  Jan.  3rd  and  42  at 
Glasbury  BRECON  on  Jan.  27th  with  40-50  here  on  Dec.  22nd. 

Breeding  records  were  very  incomplete,  but  systematic  reports  were:  GWENT:  Birds  recorded  at  9 
sites  in  the  breeding  season,  breeding  confirmed  at  one  and  probable  at  two  others;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  pairs  reported  during  the  breeding  season  at  Aberbargoed,  Gelligaer,  Hirwaun,  Tir  y 
Felin,  Craig  Fargoed,  Cwmbargoed,  Mynydd  Dimlaith,  Mynydd  y  Grug,  Blaenllwynau,  Cefn  Merthyr 
and  Merthyr  Common;  PEMBROKE:  6  pairs  nested  Skomer,  first  chick  May  28th;  BRECON:  noted  as 
scarce  on  Mynydd  Epynt  in  the  breeding  season  but  several  pairs  with  fledged  young  in  the 
Llanhamlach  area;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Bred  at  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary;  CAERNARFON:  At  least 
two  pairs  are  thought  to  have  bred  on  Gwaun  Gynfi;  ANGLESEY:  One  pair  displayed  at  Malltraeth 
Marsh  RSPB,  but  there  was  no  confirmation  of  breeding,  and  one  pair  held  territory  around 
Felinengan;  DENBIGH:  good  numbers  reported  on  Ruabon  Moor,  calling  birds  head  at  6  other  sites. 


SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus *  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

Winter  records  were:  GWENT:  One  at  GLWR  on  Feb.  7th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  at  Kenfig  Pool  on 
Jan.  20th;  GOWER:  one  at  Dalton’s  Point,  Penclawdd  on  Feb  8th;  CARMARTHEN:  4  at  Penclacwydd 
in  Jan.,  8  here  in  Feb.  and  5  in  Dec.;  PEMBROKE:  Singles  at  Sandy  Haven  Jan.  -  Feb.,  Cosheston 
Jan.  15th,  Sprinkle  Pill  Jan.  30th,  two  at  Landshipping  Quay  Jan.  7th  and  at  Millin  Pill  Jan.  14th; 
CAERNARFON:  one  at  Foryd  Bay  on  Dec.  31st;  ANGLESEY:  one  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  Feb.  9th 
and  17th  and  again  here  from  Nov.  15th  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


Gwent 

E.  Glamorgan 

Gower 

Carmarthen 

Pembroke 

Ceredigion 

Meirionnydd 

Caernarfon 

Anglesey 


Jan. 

2 

4 

6 


Feb. 

1 


8 

1 


Mar.  Apr. 


8 

3 


May  June  July  Aug. 
2 


Sept. 

4 

2 

8 

2 


Oct. 

5 

1 

7 

2 


Nov. 


Dec. 


1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


2 

2 


3 


1 

1 
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Max.  count  was  of  20  at  Oakenholt,  FLINT  on  Oct.  6th.  The  species  is  said  to  be  becoming  increasingly  scarce 
on  the  Glaslyn,  MEIRIONNYDD.  Inland,  there  was  one  at  Cors  Caron  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  5th. 


REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at  least 
once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 

200 

400 

330 

250 

120 

280 

450 

900 

270 

900 

Burry  (S) 

260 

375 

1 

3 

115 

245 

120 

215 

325 

75 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

255 

512 

261 

184 

26 

35 

406 

259 

241 

356 

289 

89 

T/T/G 

649 

42 

71 

215 

284 

39 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

872 

511 

43 

441 

231 

303 

633 

703 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

80 

238 

120 

2 

77 

240 

200 

220 

309 

Foryd  Bay 

380 

410 

57 

115 

260 

320 

260 

280 

Traeth  Lafan 

840 

581 

164 

572 

1123 

1123 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

75 

251 

143 

108 

1 

3 

9 

200 

270 

655 

500 

249 

Bagillt  Bank 

331 

272 

210 

100 

215 

650 

427 

138 

FL 

476 

350 

467 

180 

479 

1450 

1350 

366 

655 

640 

MOSTYN 

76 

105 

262 

516 

749 

189 

DOCK 

Oakenholt 

50 

160 

100 

400 

2500 

2500 

3000 

350 

Reports  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  6  pairs  were  recorded  nesting  at  GLWR, 
with  3  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  and  3  at  the  saitmarsh  grasslands,  and  young  seen  in  each  area  in  June; 
there  were  no  other  records  of  breeding,  but  one  (a  prob  juv)  was  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  June  26th  and 
July  1st;  GLAMORGAN:  4  birds  agitated  at  River  Neath  saltings  in  June;  CARMARTHEN:  9  pairs 
bred  at  Penclacwydd,  with  birds  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  two  other  sites;  CEREDIGION:  15 
pairs  bred  at  Ynyshir  and  at  least  5  pairs  bred  at  Cors  Caron;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Bred  at  the  Glaslyn/ 
Dwyryd  est.;  CAERNARFON:  One  pair  bred  at  Morfa  Madryn,  with  two  juveniles  seen  on  July  13th, 
and  one  pair  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB  with  one  chick  seen. 


GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

z 

20 

32 

55 

43 

4 

2 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

19 

20 

46 

42 

34 

34 

-30 

Pembroke  UMP 

1 

9 

22 

10 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

9 

8 

2 

3 

4 

1 

4 

20 

18 

11 

8 

8 

Other  winter  records  were  GLAMORGAN:  5  in  the  Burry  Inlet  (S)  in  January;  CARMARTHEN:  one 
at  Salmon  Scar  on  Jan.  2nd  and  Feb.  20th,  one  at  Laugharne  on  Feb.  3rd;  PEMBROKE:  said  to  be 
recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year  on  the  Teifi  est.;  CAERNARFON:  There  were  up  to  6  at  Aber 
Ogwen  in  the  first  winter  period  and  7  here  in  December;  ANGLESEY:  There  were  three  on  the  Alaw 
est.  in  January  and  one  here  in  December,  two  at  the  Braint  est.  in  February  and  one  in  December,  two 
at  Malltraeth  in  January,  a  single  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  in  January  and  February  and  again  in  December, 
one  at  Aberffraw  on  Feb.  22n  -25th  and  one  at  Foel  on  Feb.  4th  and  again  on  Dec.  2nd;  FLINT:  3  at 
Flint  Dec.  16th,  present  at  Oakenholt  and  Connah’s  Quay  in  January. 

Inland,  there  were  singles  at  Cors  Caron  CEREDIGION  on  July  25lh  and  29lh  and  Aug.  4U1. 
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Max.  count  was  of  20  at  Oakenholt,  FLINT  Sept.  1st.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent 

3 

4 

13 

13 

8 

E.  Glamorgan 

2 

3 

1 

5 

7 

2 

Gower 

5 

1 

2 

13 

7 

Carmarthen 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

20 

32 

60 

43 

6 

2 

Pembroke 

19 

20 

1 

1 

2 

2 

54 

27 

83 

36 

44 

30 

Ceredigion 

1 

2 

12 

16 

3 

Brecon 

3 

1 

Meirionnydd 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

2 

Caernarfon 

18 

15 

6 

6 

9 

3 

13 

27 

40 

25 

17 

15 

Anglesey 

6 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

13 

15 

6 

2 

4 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus 

PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Julv 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent 

8 

1 

1 

9 

13 

11 

7 

2 

E.  Glamorgan 

10 

10 

1 

4 

6 

8 

7 

4 

9 

Gower 

5 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Carmarthen 

9 

3 

2 

6 

4 

1 

5 

Pembroke 

1 

3 

8 

18 

12 

1 

1 

1 

Ceredigion 

3 

1 

5 

5 

3 

1 

Brecon 

4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Meirionnydd 

4 

2 

Caernarfon 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Anglesey 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

I 

Clwyd 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola’ 


PIBYDD  YGRAEAN 


A  total  of  17  recorded,  in  GWENT  (7),  E.  GLAMORGAN  (2),  PEMBROKE  (2),  CEREDIGION  (5) 
and  CAERNARFON  (3). 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

Gwent  4  3 


E.  Glamorgan 
Pembroke 
Ceredigion 
Caernarfon 


1 

1 


1  1 
1  1 
2  2 
1 


One  flying  south  past  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  27th  was  only  the  second  spring  record  for  the 
island. 


COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

Records  of  wintering  birds  were  GWENT:  2  or  3  wintering  birds  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  two  in  Dec. 
by  the  Usk  at  Newport;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  at  Rhymney  Est.  in  January,  2  at  Cardiff  Bay  in 
January,  a  single  in  February  and  a  single  in  November  and  December;  GOWER:  two  on  the  tidal 
River  Afan  Feb.  8th  and  13th,  one  at  Swansea  Docks  on  Jan.  20th,  and  in  the  second  winter  period  3  on 
River  Afan  on  Nov.  28  and  2  there  on  Dec.  15  ,  with  singles  wintering  at  Penclawdd,  Cadoxton 
Marsh  and  Eglwys  Nunydd;  CARMARTHEN:  singles  at  Cefn  Padrig  on  Jan.  7th  and  at 
Commissioner’s  Bridge  on  Feb.  20th,  with  possibly  the  same  bird  here  on  Mar.  10th  ,  a  bird  on  the 
Tywi,  at  Carmarthen,  on  21st  November  was  probably  an  overwinterer;  PEMBROKE:  Singles  at 
Milford  Docks  Jan.  1st  and  Feb.  27th,  Millin  Pill  Jan.  12th  and  14th  and  Feb.  20th,  Carew  MP  Feb.  10th, 
Little  Milford  Mar.  1st;  2  on  the  Gann  Dec.  15th;  an  over-wintering  bird  on  Teifi  Est.  , 
PEMBROKE/CEREDIGION  at  the  end  of  the  year;  one  at  Ffordd-fawr  BRECON  on  Jan.  27th;  one 
was  on  the  Mawddach  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan.  15th  and  there  was  a  wintering  bird  at  Malltraeth 
ANGLESEY  on  many  dates  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  and  again  on  Dec.  2nd. 

Breeding  records  for  this  species  are  incomplete.  GWENT:  Successful  breeding  by  the  Usk  at 
Llanbadoc,  Gobion  and  Abergavenny,  and  at  Gam  Lakes,  Blaenavon;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  pair  was 
observed  displaying  at  Llwyn-on-Res,  a  pair  was  seen  at  Merthyr  Common  and  breeding  was  proved 
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at  Isaac  Morgan  Cottages,  Cwmbargoeci  and  at  Bogey  Road,  Merthyr  (2  pairs);  GOWER:  one  pair 
bred  at  Aberpergwm  Wood,  one  pair  probably  bred  at  Old  Steelworks  Site,  Felindre  and  two  pairs  on 
the  River  Neath  near  Clyne,  also  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Cadoxton  Marsh;  CARMARTHEN: 
One  pair  definitely  bred  along  the  Usk  river  and  possibly  two  more  pairs  here;  BRECON:  2  pairs  bred 
on  Afon  Twrch,  Mynydd  Du,  2-3  pairs  at  Usk  reservoir,  single  pairs  at  Crai  and  Beacons  reservoirs 
and  possibly  bred  at  Cantref;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  was  calling  on  Llyn  Cwm  Bychan  on  June  17th; 
CAERNARFON:  Birds  in  probable  breeding  locations  at  five  sites. 

Passage  max.  GWENT:  14  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  in  July;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  15  at  the  Ogmore  Estuary 
July  20th;  GOWER:  18  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Reservoir  on  Apr.  29th,  17  at  Berthlwyd  on  Aug.  20th; 
PEMBROKE:  14  at  the  Cleddau  Est  July  23rd-24th;  35  at  roost,  Broad  Haven(S)  July  13th;  BRECON: 
12  at  Llangorse  on  Apr.  29th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  max.  1 1  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  est.  in  August. 

TURNSTONE  Arenarici  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below  as 


available. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

PW/St  Brides 

30 

25 

2 

56 

11 

Goldcliff 

6 

76 

26 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

15 

GLAMORGAN 

Gileston 

12 

45 

60 

4 

43 

7 

10 

10 

27 

Porthcawl 

2 

61 

3 

7 

9 

30 

Sker  Point 

54 

3 

3 

30 

40 

13 

1 

63 

Burry  (S) 

130 

270 

35 

35 

145 

140 

100 

Blackpill 

252 

92 

16 

2 

2 

1 

91 

29 

E.  Pier  Jetty, 

32 

60 

62 

20 

20 

20 

31 

40 

21 

SwanseaDocks 

P. Talbot  Harb 

24 

24 

63 

12 

7 

12 

45 

33 

20 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

CEREDIGION 

Aberaeron 

60 

20 

23 

26 

33 

31 

38 

27 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

64 

26 

12 

3 

12 

19 

43 

43 

Foryd  Bay 

78 

110 

140 

176 

140 

92 

Traeth  Lafan 

23 

51 

8 

25 

6 

23 

There  were  133  at  the  Tawe  Barrage,  Swansea  Docks  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  13th;  83  between 
Llanrhystud  and  Aberaeron  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  6th,  64  at  Penrhyn  Bay  CAERNARFON  on  Mar. 
3rd  and  50+  at  Pensam,  CLWYD  Jan.  26th. 


GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius*  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

There  was  again  an  influx  of  this  species  at  sites  along  the  south  and  west  coasts  in  October. 

GWENT:  One  at  the  north  end  of  Llandegfedd  Res.  during  Oct.  4th-8th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  single  at 
Gileston  Jan.  1st  -  2nd,  then  in  October,  single  at  Ogmore  Est.  1st  -  7th,  2  there  2nd  &  3rd,  singles  at 
Blackweir  1st  &  2nd,  at  Porthcawl  1st  &  2nd,  2  there  on  the  8th,  single  on  the  10th,  at  Cardiff  Bay  5th  & 
7th,  3  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  the  8th  and  a  single  on  Lamby  Lake  9th  -  12th;  GOWER:  3  juveniles  south  of 
Loughor  Bridge  on  Oct.  3rd-4th  and  9th,  a  juvenile  at  Port  Talbot  harbour  on  Oct.  6th,  a  juvenile  at 
Eglwys  Nunydd  reservoir  on  Oct.  2nd  and  9th  and  an  adult  there  on  Oct.  8th-9th;  CARMARTHEN:  2  at 
Burry  Port  on  Oct.  1st,  4  here  on  the  2nd  and  one  on  the  6th;  a  single  at  Sandy  Water  Park  on  Oct.  2nd 
and  one  at  Llanelli  Beach  on  Oct.  2nd  with  7  here  on  the  4th  and  3  on  the  10th.  At  Cydweli  there  were  3 
on  Oct.  2nd  and  one  on  the  3rd.  A  sick  individual  was  picked  up  at  Nevill’s  Dock  sluice  and  released  at 
Penclacwydd  on  Oct.  14th.  One  was  on  the  Tywi,  at  Dryslwyn,  on  Oct.  9th,  and  there  was  one  at  the 
Loughor  estuary,  at  Penrhyngwyn  on  the  5th;  PEMBROKE:  One,  Gann  Oct.  2nd-4th,  2  there  Oct.  6th. 
Singles,  Porthgain  Oct.  6th,  Carew  MP  Oct  8th,  Newport  Beach  Oct.  9th,  Skomer  Oct.  6^-8^  and  26th- 
28th.  A  total  of  35  passed  Strumble  Hd  Sept.  6th-  Oct  9th,  max.  10  on  Oct.  8th;  MEIRIONNYDD: 
Following  severe  SW  gales  there  were  at  least  three  birds,  probably  five,  on  the  Glaslyn  Pools  at 
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Porthmadog  on  Oct.  5th,  all  juv./lst  winter,  with  singles  present  here  on  Oct.  6th,  8th  and  10th;- 
CAERNARFON:  An  adult  was  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  Oct.  5th-  12th,  and  another  in  the  Conwy  estuary 
on  Oct.  6th.  For  the  second  year  running  there  was  an  influx  on  the  south  Caernarfonshire  coast,  with 
an  adult  at  Criccieth  on  Oct.  2nd  and  three  birds  here  on  the  4th,  at  least  two  of  which  were  juvenile/lst 
winter.  One  flew  past  Morfa  Bychan  on  Oct.  9th.  Bardsey  also  had  one  of  its  best  years  ever  for  this 
species,  with  two  flying  past  on  Oct.  1st,  two  on  the  3rd  and  one  on  the  8th;  ANGLESEY:  There  were 
two  at  Amlwch  on  Oct.  8th. 

2000:  the  first  county  record  for  MONTGOMERY  was  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  on  Dec.  19th. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus *  SGIWEN FRECH 

In  total  45-6  birds  were  recorded  from  coastal  locations  in  PEMBROKE  (31),  MEIRIONNYDD  (1), 
CAERNARFON  (10),  ANGLESEY  (3-4). 

There  were  only  two  spring  records,  at  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  with  2  on  May  31st  and  one  past 
The  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  17th  May. 

In  autumn,  26  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  15  dates  between  Aug.  26th  and  Nov.  8th,  with 
2  past  Ramsey  on  Aug.  29th  and  one  was  in  St.  Bride’s  Bay  on  Nov.  7th.  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  was 
off  Borthwen  on  the  Aug  21st.  CAERNARFON:  At  least  two  adults  and  a  juvenile  passed  the  Little 
Orme  on  Sept.  13th.  Bardsey  recorded  a  total  of  7  birds  during  the  autumn,  adults  on  Sept.  9th,  10th'  & 
28th  and  Oct.  9th  and  immature  birds  on  Oct.  1st,  3rd  &  8th.  ANGLESEY:  Singles  passed  Point  Lynas 
on  Sept.  16th  and  Nov.  8th  and  there  was  one  past  Octel,  Amlwch  on  Sept.  16th  (possibly  the  same  bird 
as  the  one  past  Point  Lynas). 

2000:  additional  records  from  FLINT,  singles  were  seen  at  the  Point  of  Adr  on  Aug.  10th  and  Oct.  5th. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  S.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  GOGLEDD 

A  minimum  of  489  birds  were  recorded,  from  E.  GLAMORGAN  (9),  GOWER  (5),  PEMBROKE 
(263),  CEREDIGION  (7),  MEIRIONNYDD  (7),  CAERNARFON  (78),  ANGLESEY  (92)  and  FLINT 
(28). 

A  total  of  8  birds  were  recorded  in  spring  between  Apr.  20th  and  May  17th,  one  at  Strumble  Head 
PEMBROKE  on  May  17th,  and  singles  off  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  20th  and  21st,  off  The 
Range,  ANGLESEY  on  May  4th  and  17th  and  June  2nd  with  2  on  May  3 1st. 

Autumn  passage  was  noted  from  July  28th  until  Oct.  27th,  with  the  majority  of  records  from  Strumble 
Head  PEMBROKE  where  256  passed  on  49  dates,  max.  22  on  Oct.  9th  Also  in  PEMBROKE  singles 
went  past  Skokholm  on  Sept.  17th,  and  past  on  Ramsey  Sept.  16th,  with  2  there  on  Sept.  13th.  Singles 
were  recorded  from  pelagic  trips  in  Cardigan  Bay  PEMBROKE  on  July  28th,  and  in  the  Celtic  Deep 
PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  22nd. 

E.  GLAMORGAN:  singles  off  Porthcawl  on  July  11th,  Sept.  12th,  2  on  the  13th,  2  on  Oct.  1st  and 
singles  Oct.  2nd  &  15th.  A  juv.  at  Newton  Beach  on  Sept.  3rd;  GOWER:  one  off  Tutt  Head  on  Aug. 
1 1th,  2  off  Port  Eynon  on  Oct.  2nd  &  8th;  a  total  of  5  birds  were  seen  in  CEREDIGION,  7  in  total  were 
seen  off  Borthwen,  MEIRIONNYDD  between  Aug.  6th1  and  21st. 

CAERNARFON:  There  were  three  past  the  Little  Orme  on  Aug.  31st  and  14  on  Sept.  13th.  Bardsey 
recorded  a  total  of  59  birds;  three  on  June  6th,  then  a  total  of  23  in  Aug.,  max.  12  on  the  3 1st,  a  total  of 
28  in  Sept.,  max.  10  on  the  3rd,  and  5  in  October,  the  last  record  a  single  on  the  8th.  Two  were  off 
Criccieth  Promenade  on  Aug.  21st. 

ANGLESEY:  In  autumn  a  total  of  80  logged  passing  Point  Lynas,  July  28th  -  Nov.  8th,  max.  37  on 
Sept.  8th.  There  were  five  at  the  Alaw  estuary  on  Aug.  26th,  singles  off  The  Range  Aug.  20th  and  off 
Octel,  Amlwch  on  Sept.  14th. 

FLINT:  a  single  off  Gronant  July  10th  and  a  total  of  27  counted  passing  Point  of  Air,  July  14th  -  Oct. 
31st,  max.  5  on  July  27th. 

2000:  additional  records  25  off  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Sept.  15th  and  86  there  on  Oct.  2nd. 
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LONG-TAILED  SKUA  S.  longicaudus*  SGIWEN  LOSTFAIN 

A  total  of  35  birds  were  recorded  during  the  autumn,  from  PEMBROKE  (19),  CAERNARFON  (1 1) 
and  ANGLESEY  (5).  A  total  of  19  were  recorded  at  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  9th 
and  Oct.  13th,  with  a  max.  of  3  on  Sept.  13th.  The  only  adult  was  on  Aug.  28th,  otherwise  all  records 
were  of  juveniles:  singles  Aug.  9lh  &  27lh,  Sept.  8th,.  10th,  22nd  &  30th,  Oct.  3rd,  8lh  &  13th,  with  3  on 
Sept.  13,  2  on  the  Sept.  15th,  Oct.  2nd  &  9lh. 

CAERNARFON:  an  adult  passed  the  Little  Orme  on  Sept.  13d'.  Off  Bardsey  there  were  5  (2  adults 
and  3  immatures)  on  Aug.  31st,  then  2  adults  and  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  8th,  an  adult  and  an  immature  on 
the  13th  and  an  adult  on  Oct.  8th.  The  total  of  11  birds  makes  it  the  best  ever  year  for  the  island. 
ANGLESEY:  2  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  4th,  a  juvenile  there  on  the  6th  and  2  juveniles  on  9th. 

2000:  additional  records  from  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  during  October,  2  on  the  2nd,  9  on  the  2nd  &  4lh  and 
5  on  the  5th. 

GREAT  SKUA  Cathdrac/a  skua*  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

A  total  of  349  birds  were  recorded,  from  scattered  coastal  locations  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  (9), 
PEMBROKE  (196),  CEREDIGION  (5),  CAERNARFON  (60),  ANGLESEY  (68)  and  CLWYD  (11). 
In  spring,  2  were  seen  offshore  at  Gileston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  May  23rd  and  singles  were  recorded 
in  PEMBROKE  at  Strumble  Head  on  Apr.  7th,  and  another  off  Whitesands  on  Apr.  16th,  off 
Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION  on  Mar.  29,h,  past  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  1st  &  May  22nd  and 
off  The  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  Apr.  18th  &  May  17th. 

Autumn  passage  was  noted  from  July  12th  to  Nov.  8th,  with  the  majority  of  records  at  Strumble  Head 
PEMBROKE  where  171  passed  on  47  dates,  max.  18  on  Sept.  13d1.  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  off 
Porthcawl  seafront  on  Aug.  13th  and  singles  there  on  Sept.  12th  &  Oct.  1st.  Singles  flew  past  Lavernock 
Point  on  Sept.  15th  and  Oct.  2nd  and  one  was  at  Kenfig  Beach  on  Sept.  30th.  Four  individuals  recorded 
off  the  CEREDIGION  coast,  July  29lh  -  Sept.  30th.  CAERNARFON:  Autumn  passage  produced  a 
total  of  40  on  Bardsey,  beginning  with  2  on  Aug.  21st  with  7  here  on  the  31st,  then  a  total  of  21  in 
September,  with  a  max.  of  6  on  the  13th,  and  a  total  of  10  in  October,  max.  4  on  the  1st  and  the  last 
record  two  on  the  9,h.  Elsewhere  there  was  one  past  the  Little  Orme  on  Aug.  31st  and  19  here  on  Sept. 
13d'.  64  birds  passed  Point  Lynas  ANGLESEY,  Aug.  9th  -  Nov.  8th,  max.  18  on  Sept.  9th.  Elsewhere 
singles  off  The  Range  on  Apr.  18th,  May  17th  &  July  27th  and  off  Octel,  Amlwch  on  Sept.  14th  and  16th 
and  Nov.  8th.  FLINT:  off  Point  of  Air,  singles  Aug.  27th  &  Sept.  3rd,  4  on  Sept.  13d1,  2  on  the  15th  and  3 
on  Oct.  31s1. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Lams  melanocephalus *  GWYLANMOR  Y  CANOLDIR 

Given  the  frequency  with  which  this  species  is  now  recorded,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  true 
number  of  individuals  involved  due  to  long  stays  and  movement  of  birds  between  sites.  The  table 
below  shows  approximate  total  numbers  of  individuals  recorded  in  each  county: 


Total 

adults 

2"d  rears 

V  rears 

juveniles 

Gwent 

10 

7 

'  1 

'  2 

E.  Glamorgan 

42 

21 

6 

15 

Gower 

122 

87 

12 

21 

2 

Carmarthen 

4 

3 

1 

Pembroke* 

107 

67 

16 

24 

Ceredigion* 

49 

22 

14 

13 

Meirionnydd 

13 

8 

2 

3 

Caernarfon 

42 

23-27 

5 

10 

Anglesey 

21 

8 

5 

6 

2 

Clwyd 

14 

10 

2 

2 

*  bird  months  -  not  numbers  of  individuals. 


An  analyisis  of  ages  and  presence  by  month  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

i\  lar. 

Apr. 

Mar 

June 

Julr 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

adult 

20 

23 

23 

2 

3 

25 

36 

44 

37 

18 

23 

2nd  year 

5 

4 

6 

5 

2 

8 

11 

7 

7 

3 

5 

1 51  year 

4 

■7 

1 1 

8 

3 

6 

11 

12 

14 

4 

9 

Juvenile 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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The  largest  groups  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  least  3  ads  and  2  second- winters  were  noted  at 
CardiffBay  from  lan.  6th  to  Mar.  10m,  at  Ogmore  Est  from  Aug.  29th  to  Dec.  31st  involving  a  min  of  4 
ads,  2  second-winters  and  3  first-winters  (one  adult  of  which  wore  a  green  colour  ring),  at  Kenfig  Pool 
from  Sept.  26th  to  Nov.  25th,  involving  at  least  3  ads  and  3  first-winters.  Max.  recorded  at  Blackpill, 
GOWER  was  22  adults,  3  2nd  years  and  3  1st  years  in  August;  9  at  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  Apr. 
24^  (but  not  included  above  due  to  lack  of  age  details). 

Several  birds  were  noted  bearing  ‘darvic’  rings,  including  an  adult  at  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION 
from  August  to  October  which  had  been  ringed  as  an  adult  in  Belgium  earlier  in  2001.  Am  adult,  white 
ring  60X,  appeared  again  at  Fishguard  Harbour  PEMBROKE  in  January  having  been  first  noted  there 
in  1997.  It  was  ringed  as  a  fledgling  at  Lillo,  Belgium,  in  1996,  and  spent  its  second  summer  in 
Suffolk,  subsequently  visiting  CEREDIGION,  before  returning  to  PEMBROKE.  After  wintering  it 
has  been  seen  in  Suffolk  and  Kent.  Most  of  those  identified  with  rings  were  traced  back  to  either 
Dutch  or  Belgian  colonies,  with  one  from  a  UK  colony  (yellow  ring). 


LITTLE  GULL  L.  miTmtus* 

GWYLANFECHAN 

Summary  of  records  by  month  for  each  county: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  May 

June  July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

Gwent 

2 

3 

1 

1 

E.  Glamorgan 

2  2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Gower 

1  2  2 

1 

Pembroke 

1 

1 

1  1 

2 

11 

7 

Ceredigion 

1 

1 

1 

Brecon 

8 

Caernarfon 

1  1 

2 

4 

2 

30 

Anglesey 

1 

2 

Clwyd 

10 

1 

1 

30  at  Criccieth  /  Black  Rock,  MEIRIONNYDD/  CAERNARFON 

on  Nov. 

7  At  Strumble  Head 

PEMBROKE  a  total  of  20  recorded  on  12  dates  between  Sept.  9th  and  Nov.  22nd,  max.  5  on  Nov.  4th 
Inland  records  included  singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  Sept.  17th  &  Oct.  9th  and  at  Llangorse, 
BRECON  with  an  adult  on  Apr.  22nd  and  7  adults  and  a  first-year  on  Apr.  24th. 

SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini *  GWYLAN  SABINE 

A  good  total,  with  52  birds  recorded  from  E.  GLAMORGAN  (2),  PEMBROKE  (18), 
CAERNARFON  (19)  and  ANGLESEY  (13). 

Juveniles  were  observed  off  Porthcawl,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  1st  &  10th.  Strumble  Head, 
PEMBROKE  recorded  17  birds  on  8  dates  between  Sept.  8th  and  Nov.  8th,  max.  5  on  Sept.  13th,  and 
one  was  logged  at  St.  David’s  Head  on  Sept.  16th.  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  had  an  excellent  year, 
with  a  total  of  18  birds  (9  adults)  between  Aug.  27th  and  Oct.  3rd,  max.  8  on  Sept.  8th,  and  a  juvenile 
was  at  Criccieth  on  Oct.  6t>‘-7th.  Point  Lynas  ANGLESEY  also  had  an  excellent  year,  with  a  total  of 
1 1  birds  (8  adults)  between  Sept.  4th  and  16th,  max.  4  on  Sept.  8th,  and  there  were  singles  at  Amlwch 
on  Sept.  16th  and  Nov.  8th.  Amalysis  of  passage: 


August 

September 

27th 

31s1 

r 

6m 

8th 

glh 

W" 

13th 

14'" 

15'" 

w 

Strumble  Head 

Ad  +  juv 

Ad +  4 
juvs. 

2  Ad 

2  juv. 

St.  David’s  Head 

Ad. 

Bardsey 

3  Ads 

Ad 

4  Ad  +  4 
juv. 

3  juv. 

Ad  + 
juv. 

Point  Lynas 

Ad 

Ad 

2  Ad +  3 
juv. 

2  Ad 

Ad  + 
juv. 

Ad 

Amlwch 

Ad 

October 

November 

lsl 

8th 

9th 

10th 

15th 

8th 

Porthcawl 

Juv. 

Juv. 

Strumble  Head 

Juv. 

3  juv. 

Juv. 

Ad. 

Bardsey 

Point  Lynas 

Amlwch 

Ad 
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BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN PENDDU 

Systematic  counts  from  14  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  very  common  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
Ogniore  Est. 

2300 

1100 

250 

806 

1750 

3499 

Cardiff  Bay 

60 

1170 

2000 

1500 

2000 

Rhymney  Est. 
GOWER 

750 

100 

600 

5000 

97 

Blackpill 

4040 

5400 

1100 

28 

13 

141 

2280 

2860 

1860 

1595 

2970 

305 

Port  Talbot 

446 

680 

220 

371 

325 

340 

432 

721 

Burry  (S) 

539 

152 

106 

93 

1 

89 

987 

1462 

366 

485 

799 

710 

CARMARTHEN 

- 

Penclacwydd 

770 

151 

68 

37 

33 

634 

469 

419 

346 

193 

166 

124 

Upper  Loughor 

73 

79 

262 

235 

PEMBROKE 
Cleddau  Est. 

3,933 

2,146 

2,224 

2,635 

318 

1,560 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

35 

317 

1,001 

1,155 

433 

All 

223 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  Est.  840  500  800 


Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GWENT:  500  at  St.  Brides  Feb.  15th,  2500  at  the  Moorings  Mar. 
11th,  460  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  Sept.  4th,  3000  Caldicot  Levels  Sept.  21st  &  29th  and  800  at  Llandegfedd 
Res.  Dec.  18th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  500  at  Gileston  Jan.  14th,  500  at  Roath  Park  Lake  Jan.  29th,  440  at 
Llan./Lisvane  Res.  Feb.  10th,  400  at  Sophia  Gardens  Jan.  30lh  &  at  Roath  Park  Feb.  28th,  800  on  the 
Cardiff  Foreshore  July  26th,  450  at  Roath  Park  Lake  Dec.  18th  and  400  at  Gileston  Sept.  23rd; 
GOWER:  720  at  Berthlwyd  Feb.  9th,  1152  there  July  23rd  and  1800  on  Aug.  16th,  1190  at  Weobley 
July  21st  and  1000  at  Giants  Grave  Tip  Ponds  Mar.  7th;  800  at  Afon  Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  Feb. 
12  ,  580  at  Foryd  Bay,  CAERNARFON  Nov.  28th  &  850  there  Dec.  3rd  and  13,000  at  Glan-y-Mor 
Elis  July  21st  and  1480  on  Aug.  5th;  in  FLINT  1440  at  Bagillt  Bank  Mar.  20th,  2300  at  Point  of  Air 
Aug.  21st  and  840  at  Oakenholt  Aug.  25th. 

The  only  breeding  information  was  received  as  follows:  bred  at  Seven  Sisters,  GOWER  150  birds 
present  there  in  the  spring,  10  juveniles  at  Brechfa  Pool,  BRECON  on  July  16th,  125  prs.  Llyn 
Traffwll,  ANGLESEY  and  pairs  also  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw,  9  nests  at  Shotton,  FLINT  reared  7  young. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis *  GWYLAN FODRWYBIG 

A  relatively  poor  year  with  records  probably  only  relating  to  14  birds  in  GOWER  (10),  PEMBROKE 
(2),  CAERNARFON  (1)  and  ANGLESEY  (1)  as  follows:  six  different  birds  at  Blackpill  /  West  Cross 
/  Margam  Wharf  /  Swansea  Docks  GOWER  (three  adults  and  three  first-years)  between  Jan.  15th  to 
May  10th,  and  Dec.  17th  and  26th.  A  first-year  was  at  Fendrod  Lake  on  Mar.  17th  and  19th,  and  then 
again  in  second-winter  from  Dec.  3rd  to  31st,  with  two  birds  present  on  28th.  An  adult  was  in 
Haverfordwest  PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  3rd,  and  a  different  adult  was  at  Llys-y-fran  Reservoir  on  Jan. 
31st  and  Feb.  22nd.  In  CAERNARFON,  a  first-winter  bird  adult  visited  Pwllheli  Harbour  from  Feb. 
18th'  to  Mar.  17th.  In  ANGLESEY  an  adult  visited  Llyn  Alaw  on  Oct.  22nd.  There  was  a  distinct  mid¬ 
winter/early  spring  peak,  with  monthly  totals  by  presence  being: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  SepL 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec 

Adults 

2 

3 

1 

1 . 

1 

2 

2nd  year 

- 

- 

- 

----- 

- 

2 

Is1  year 

1 

2 

3 

2  1---- 

- 

- 

Total 

4 

5 

5 

3  I  -  -  -  - 

1 

4 

2000:  a  first-summer  visited  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  July  30th. 
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COMMON  GULL  L.  cairns  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

Systematic  counts  from  8  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common 
Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

1435 

1250 

1226 

130 

16 

130 

70 

226 

515 

890 

910 

1440 

Burry  (S) 
CARMARTHEN 

148 

187 

114 

101 

2 

152 

81 

89 

272 

T/T/G 

148 

187 

114 

101 

2 

152 

81 

89 

272 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

’  35 

99 

16 

46 

22 

32 

3 

CAERNARFON 
Morfa  Aber 

Conwy  Est. 

920 

500 

480 

360 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GWENT:  120  at  Uskmouth  Jan.  22nd  and  200  at  Llandevaud  Nov. 
5th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  120  at  Llan.  /  Lisvane  Res.,  Jan.  20th,  159  at  Rhymney  Est.  Apr.  16th  and 
150  at  Talygarn  Dec.  6th;  680  at  Llanrhidian,  GOWER  July  24th  and  670  Weobley  Aug.  22nd; 
PEMBROKE:  400  Fishguard  Harbour  in  Jan.;  CEREDIGION:  600  at  Borth  on  Jan.  20^,  with  2,500 
on  Dec.  9th,  220  at  Ynyshir  on  Jan.  22nd  and  810  at  Aberystwyth  on  Dec.  26th;  BRECON:  only  4 
records  all  year  with  singles  at  Llangorse  on  Jan.  26th,  May  16th  and  Sept.  17th,  and  one  at  Crai 
Reservoir  on  Dec.  26th;  490  at  Gian-y-Mor  Elias,  CAERNARFON  Aug.  5  ,  400  there  Sept.  1st  and 
415  on  the  16th;  on  ANGLESEY  370  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  Feb.  12th,  1  at  Cemlyn  May  3rd,  355  at 
Holyhead  Bay  Nov.  14th;  1,200  at  Pensam,  DENBIGH  Mar.  10th;  6,400  at  Bagillt  Bank,  FLINT  Mar. 
20lh,  1,850  at  Gronant  Nov.  18th,  500  at  Point  of  Air  Aug.  22nd. 

A  colour  ringed  individual  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  on  Feb.  7  was  ringed  on  May  26  1994  in  a  colony 
of  100  pairs  on  the  River  Vistula,  Poland,  100  km  south  of  Warsaw. 


LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU LEIAF 

Systematic  counts  at  8  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  species  at  the  coast: 


Jan.. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
Rhymney  Est. 

150 

450 

150  50 

620 

750 

150 

164 

341 

Cardiff  Bay 

600 

302 

200 

186  150 

200 

350 

550 

1000 

300 

1000 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

34 

48 

32 

48 

163  108 

33 

85 

44 

67 

28 

44 

Burry  (S) 
CARMARTHEN 

10 

5 

35 

65  130 

80 

80 

100 

45 

15 

15 

Upper  Loughor 

21 

11 

35 

42 

67  108 

220 

159 

279 

175 

48 

37 

PEMBROKE 

- 

Cleddau  Est. 

49 

198 

202 

479 

76 

148 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  306  at  Ogmore  Est.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Oct.  2nd,  300  at 
Llanbredach  Tip  May  30  th  &  Dec.  12th;  600  at  Giants  Grave  Tip  Ponds,  GOWER  Mar.  10th,  whilst  in 
PEMBROKE  the  largest  count  away  from  the  islands  was  730  at  Frainslake  on  Sept.  23rd.  The  largest 
count  in  CEREDIGION  was  260  at  Ynyshir  on  Mar.  22nd.  In  BRECON  the  peak  at  Llangorse  was 
1,170  on  Sept.  28th,  with  250-350  at  Crai  Reservoir  on  Aug  27th,  and  350  at  Pontsticill  on  Nov.  25th. 
Reported  breeding  was  as  follows:  GWENT:  pairs  bred  at  Corns  Llanwern;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  3775 
prs.  on  Flatholm  (cf  3315  in  2000),  roof  top  nesting  was  reported  at  Cardiff  (6  prs.),  Llanishen  (5 
prs.),  Canton  (5  prs.),  Leckwith  (5  prs.),  Hirwaun  (2prs.),  one  on  an  old  pier  support  in  Cardiff  Bay; 
GOWER:  20prs.  bred  on  the  roof  of  St.  David’s  shopping  centre,  Swansea,  2  prs.  at  Baglan,  2  at  Port 
Talbot  Steel  Works  and  one  pair  at  Sketty;  PEMBROKE:  13,019  pairs  on  Skomer  (fledging  0.28  per 
pair),  2,450  pairs' on  Skokholm  (fledging  0.23  per  pair),  670  pairs  on  Caldey,  312  pairs  on  Ramsey 
and  the  Bishops  &  Clerks,  and  55  pairs  on  the  south  coast;  BRECON:  a  broody  pair  were  noted  at 
Brechfa  on  May  6th,  with  2  adults  and  2  young  birds  there  on  July  16th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  a  pair 
nested  in  the  Herring  Gull  colony  in  Aberdyfi  Quarry;  CAERNARFON:  634  incubating  nests  on 
Bardsey,  with  452  young  seen,  and  9-10  pairs  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  19  nests  on  Llyn  Elsi  and  4  prs. 
bred  at  RSPB  Conwy. 
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Adults  of  the  race  L.f.  intermedins  were  recorded  at  Fishguard  Harbour  PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  21st, 
with  2  at  Cnwch  Coch  CEREDIGION  on  July  13th. 


HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatns  GWYLAN  Y PENWAIG 

Systematic  counts  from  14  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurence  for  this  very  common  species: 


Jan.. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
Rhyivuiey  Est. 

1000 

450 

250 

35 

130 

600 

250 

650 

5570 

1040 

Rhaslas  Pond 

567 

202 

170 

275 

200 

120 

21 

1520 

162 

CarditV  Bay 

200 

150 

60 

120 

20 

30 

50 

70 

500 

500 

700 

Ogmore  Est. 
GOWER 

370 

342 

270 

150 

125 

485 

400 

706 

Port  Talbot 

309 

339 

224 

170 

650 

310 

205 

259 

167 

148 

Blackpill 

1017 

660 

735 

289 

228 

339 

481 

900 

947 

45 

5871 

82 

Briton  Ferry  Tip 

3000 

150 

2045 

1200 

100 

445 

1900 

White  ford 

1015 

900 

10 

44 

14 

141 

203 

60 

10 

110 

38 

Burrs'  (S) 
CARMARTHEN 

1200 

480 

210 

305 

390 

540 

385 

480 

250 

415 

100 

Upper  Loughor 

148 

24 

18 

27 

29 

106 

156 

280 

123 

134 

34 

58 

PEMBROKE 
Cleddau  Est. 
CEREDIGION 

312 

198 

202 

479 

76 

148 

Dyfi  Est. 
CAERNARFON 

28 

146 

157 

203 

101 

109 

116 

Bardsey 

289 

413 

800 

500 

889 

519 

79 

500 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  400  at  Peterstone  Wentloog  Jan.  6lh,  750  at 
Cardiff  Heliport  &  400  at  Wentloog  Jan.  1st,  500  at  Black  Rocks  Feb.  25th,  917  at  Newton  Beach  Jan. 
4th,  1200  at  Lanby  Way  Pool  Dec.  16th  and  1000  at  Pontsticill  Res.  Dec.  24th;  in  GOWER:  870  at 
Upper  Lliw  Res.,  Jan.  20th,  440  at  Oxwich  Point  July  17th,  700  in  Swansea  Docks  Jan.  7th,  3500  there 
Dec.  29th,  100  at  Crymlyn  Bog  Tip  Jan.  7th,  800  at  Aberavon  Beach  Dec.  29th  and  600  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  Sept.  3rd;  1,200  on  the  Teifi  Est.  PEMBROKE  /  CEREDIGION  Nov.  11th;  BRECON: 
peak  count  was  300  at  Pontsticill  on  Nov.  25th;  650  on  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  Sept.  29th;  3070 
at  Waterloo  Point,  CAERNARFON  Dec.  23rd,  840  at  Llanfairfechan  Mar.  18th,  920  Aber  Ogwen  June 
29th  and  855  there  on  July  29th;  1900  on  Llyn  Coron,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  27th,  624  on  Llyn  Cefni  Oct. 
8th  and  526  at  Llyn  Alaw  Oct.  12lh. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  bred  at  Corns  Llanwern,  Chepstow  Castle  (2  prs.),  Denny 
Island,  GLWR  Goldcliff  (1  pr  );  GOWER:  15  prs.  Worms  Head,  2  at  Devil’s  Truck  /  Mewslade,  10  at 
Thurba,  4  ay  Horsecliff,  7  Blue  Pool,  10  other  pairs  at  8  sites;  PEMBROKE:  505  prs.  bred  Skomer, 
385  prs.  at  Skokholm,  244  prs.  Caldey  &  St.  Margarets,  366  prs.  Castle  Martin  coast  and  387  prs. 
Ramsey  (including  Bishops  &  Clerks);  CEREDIGION:  746  adults  on  nests  on  Cardigan  Island; 
CAERNARFON:  663  nests  at  Bardsey  fledged  497  young,  4  pairs  at  Conwy  RSPB,  1  prs.  Bangor 
Station,  254  prs.  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  and  214  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  (rearing  a  total  of  550  from  the  2 
sites),  209  birds  on  Llyn  Elsi  but  only  43  occupied  sites  in  May. 

Adults  of  the  race  L.  a.  argentatns  were  seen  at  Jersey  Marine,  GOWER  Jan.  9th,  Blackpill  Jan.  22nd, 
Queens  Dock  Feb.  5th  and  at  Blackpill  from  Dec.  28lh. 

2000:  correction:  600  pairs  (not  60)  were  present  on  Cardigan  Island  CEREDIGION. 
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An  increasing  number  of  Yellow-legged  Gulls  (L.  a.  michahelis )  were  recorded.  The  table  below 
gives  monthly  totals  of  adults,  by  presence: 


Gwent 

E.  Glamorgan 

Gower 

Carmarthen 

Pembroke 

Brecon 

Caernarfon 

Anglesey 


Jan..  Feb. 

2  3 


1 

1 

1  1 
1  1 


Mar.  Apr. 

1 

1  1 


May  June  July 
1  1  1 

1 
1 

1  .  1  1 


Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 
1 

1  1  3 

3  1  2 

1 

2  2  1 

1  1  2 

1 


Nov.  Dec. 

1  2 
2 


However,  the  chief  site  for  the  species  was  undoubtedly  Cardiff  Bay  where  it  was  reported  in  the  gull 
roost  on  nineteen  dates  from  Aug.  19th  to  Dec.  24th,  involving  a  min  of  3  adults,  1  third-winter  and  1 
second-winter,  though  it  is  likely  that  this  under-estimates  the  actual  number  of  birds  involved  as  the 
roost  contained  2  or  3  individuals  on  several  widely  separated  dates  during  this  period. 

Other  ages  included:  a  juv.  at  Newport  Docks,  GWENT  Sept.  9th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  3rd  winter  at 
Rhymney  Est  Feb.  18th  &  Apr.  16th,  1st  winter  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Mar.  3rd,  2nd  winter  at  Cardiff 
foreshore  on  Mar,  1 1th  and  another  at  Cosmeston  Lakes  on  Mar.  18th  -  19th  and  a  3rd  winter  at  Ogmore 
Est.  on  Aug.  14th;  in  GOWER:  a  second  summer  Loughor  Bridge  June  19th,  a  3rd  summer  there  July 
16th  &  22n  ,  perhaps  the  same  individual  was  at  Wemffrwd  July  23rd  and  Sept.  6th  and  at  Dalton’s 
Point  Aug.  18th,  a  different  3rd  summer  Loughor  Bridge  Aug.  18th  and  a  2nd  winter  at  Cwrt  y  Cane 
Dec.  20th  and  at  Blackpill  on  the  28th. 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides*  GWYLslN  YR  ARCTIG 

All  record  were:  1st  W  at  Cosmeston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Mar.  19th  &  Apr.  22nd;  GOWER:  adult, 
Jersey  Marine  Jan.  18th  &  Mar.  18th,  lsl  winter  Britton  Ferry  Tip  Mar.  17  &  23rd  then  at  Blackpill 
25th,  returning  to  Britton  Ferry  Tip  Mar.  31st;  in  PEMBROKE:  1st  W  Milford  Docks  Feb.  5th,  Lower 
Town  Fishguard  Feb.  7th,  1st  S  Picton  Ferry  May  30th,  1st  W  Gann  Nov.  6th  &  Dec.  2nd  thought  to  be 
the  same  at  Milford  Docks  Nov.  18th  -  Dec.  9th;  1st  W  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  17th  (only  the  4th 
island  record);  on  ANGLESEY:  a  1st  W  at  Llyn  Coron  Jan.  8th  and  probably  the  same  bird  at 
Aberffraw  on  Feb.  1 1th  &  22nd,  2nd/3rd  W  at  Traeth  Llugwy  Jan.  23rd  and  a  1st  S  at  Cemlyn  Apr.  14th;  at 
Point  of  Air,  FLINT  a  1st  winter  Feb.  5th,  adults  Mar.  29th  &  Apr.  3rd. 

2000:  additional  record  of  a  1st  winter  at  Oakenholt,  FLINT  on  Jan.  20th  &  Apr.  23rd,  presumably  the 
same  at  Gresford  Flash  Jan.  19th.  Correction  to  the  2000  report,  an  adult  in  GOWER.  Nov.  5th  is  now 
rejected. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus*  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  1st  year  at  Porthcawl,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Apr.  12th;  GOWER:  at  least  2  adults  and  3 
1st  winters  were  in  the  Swansea  /  Blackpill  area  Jan.  3rd  -  Apt.  21st;  in  PEMBROKE  1st  W  at 
Whitesands  Feb.  6th,  1st  W  at  Frainslake  Feb.  9th  and  a  Is1  S  at  Skomer  Apr.  22nd;  1st  W  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  Feb.  23rd;  on  ANGLESEY  1st  W  at  Aberffraw  Jan.  5th  &  21st,  presumably  the  same 
at  Llyn  Coron  Jan.  15th. 

2000:  additional  records  from  FLINT,  a  1st  winter  Point  of  Air  Mar.  3rd  and  an  adult  at  Gronant  Oct. 
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GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 

Systematic  counts  from  9  areas  indicate  the  general  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  Welsh 
species: 


Jan.. 

Feb. 

Man 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 

6 

30 

12 

3 

15 

12 

10 

22 

9 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

4 

23 

7 

13 

18 

80 

49 

29 

21 

42 

43 

47 

Weobley 

5 

2 

12 

3 

13 

29 

44 

89 

239 

316 

51 

Whiteford 

4 

9 

1 

6 

8 

4 

42 

103 

28 

36 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

30 

22 

26 

13 

14 

9 

21 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

19 

6 

18 

24 

6 

18 

21 

72 

Selected  other  counts  included:  60+  at  Sluice  Farm,  GWENT  Oct.  7th  and  37  at  Newport  Docks  Nov. 
4th;  PEMBROKE:  288  Gann  Estuary  Sept.  2nd,  80  Frainslake  Sept.  23rd;  52  Traeth  Llugwy, 
CAERNARFON  Nov.  18th. 


Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  3  nestlings  ringed  at  Denny  Island;  2  prs.  bred  on  Flatholm, 
E.  GLAMORGAN;  PEMBROKE:  69  pairs  on  Skomer  fledging  average  of  1.36  chicks  per  pair,  56 
pairs  on  Skokholm  fledging  an  average  of  1.15  chicks  per  pair,  28  pairs  on  Ramsey  and  the  Bishops  & 
Clerks,  6  pairs  on  Caldey  and  6  pairs  on  along  the  south  coast;  CAERNARFON:  2  pairs  bred  but 
raised  no  young  on  Bardsey,  61  aos  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  120+  young  fledged;  ANGLESEY:  1  pr.  bred 
at  Llyn  Maelog. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridcictylci  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  119  nests  on  the  outer  Worms  Head,  14  at 
Mewslade,  91  birds  with  50  juveniles  on  Mumbles  Pier  on  June  6Ih;  PEMBROKE:  on  Skomer  2,236 
pairs  reared  0.21  young/pair,  the  worst  on  record,  393  pairs  on  Ramsey  failed  to  raise  any  young,  as 
did  4  pairs  on  St.  Margeret’s,  126  pairs  on  the  south  coast  reared  0.13  young/pair,  and  3  pairs  bred  on 
Caldey  for  the  first  time;  CAERNARFON:  288  nests  fledged  325  young  at  Bardsey,  778  nests  on 
Great  Orme  and  124  nests  on  Little  Orme;  ANGLESEY:  c240  nests  at  Freshwater  Bay,  Point  Lynas 
and  c60  nests  at  Ynys  Moelfre.No  other  Welsh  colonies  reported  on. 

Large  or  notable  counts  included:  GWENT:  one  on  the  River  Usk,  inland  on  Jan.  25th;  PEMBROKE: 
a  feeding  flock  of  around  1,000  birds  formed  off  Strumble  Head  on  Nov.  18th;  CEREDIGION:  2 
inland  at  Ystrad  Fflur  on  Feb.  23rd,  and  200  off  Mwnt  on  Oct.  27th;  BRECON:  an  adult  moving 
through  with  terns  at  Llangorse  on  May.  16th;  off  CAERNARFON;  500  an  hour  passed  the  Little 
Orme  on  Sept.  13th,  off  Bardsey  2,750  on  Sept.  4ln  and  5,735  on  the  8th,  with  1,200  birds  flying  south 
on  Nov.  1st  and  a  further  3,000  birds  loafing  and  feeding  off  the  island;  off  ANGLESEY:  passing 
Point  Lynas  at  2,000  per  hour  on  Sept.  8th  and  1,000  per  hour  on  the  9th,  with  1,692  past  on  14th,  c. 
3,000  in  1.5  hours  on  Nov.  1st  and  3,500  in  3  hours  on  the  8th.  Elsewhere  there  were  2,000  west  past 
Soldier’s  Point  in  10  minutes  on  Oct.  28th,  822  past  Octel,  Amlwch  on  Sept.  14th,  with  1,100  there  on 
the  16th  and  1,410  on  Nov.  8lh  and  400  at  Cemlyn  on  Dec.  1st. 

SANDWICH  TERN  S.  scmdvicensis  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

The  first  spring  return  was  noted  at  Tenby  PEMBROKE  on  March  18th,  with  the  last  of  the  year  seen 
at  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  1st  and  at  Sker  Point,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Nov.  2nd. 

At  the  single  Welsh  colony  at  Cemlyn  ANGLESEY,  a  total  of  536  pairs  were  recorded  at  the  Cemlyn 
colony,  with  338  fledglings  counted,  giving  a  productivity  of  0.63,  down  slightly  on  last  year  possibly 
due  to  high  levels  of  chick  predation  by  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  and  Herring  Gulls. 

Selected  records  included:  CARMARTHEN:  20  at  Burry  Port  on  July  30th  and  49  on  Sept.  1st; 
PEMBROKE:  974  passed  Strumble  Head  between  July  19th  and  Nov.  1st,  max.  113  on  Oct.  8th; 
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CEREDIGION:  113  at  Ynyslas  on  Sept.  1st;  BRECON:  1  at  Llangorse  on  Apr.  24th  was  the  only 
inland  record;  CAERNARFON:  The  first  record  was  of  two  at  Afon  Wen  on  Mar.  23rd,  with  9  in 
Foryd  Bay  on  the  24  .  Large  counts  were  320  at  Glan-y-mor  Elias  on  July  8  with  307  there  on  the 
21st,  150  at  the  mouth  of  Foryd  Bay  on  July  24th  and  57  at  RSPB  Conwy  on  Apr.  22nd  Apr. 
MEIRIONNYDD:  42  were  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  estuary  on  the  Aug.  26th.  ANGLESEY:  single  in 
Holyhead  harbour  Jan.  1st  -  7th,  otherwise  the  first  record  was  of  5  at  Beaumaris  on  Mar.  24th.  There 
were  189  at  Penmon  Apr.  1 4th,  c.  250  fishing  at  Trwyn  y  Penrhyn  on  Apr.  18th,  226  here  on  Aug.  22nd 
and  and  97  at  the  Dulas  estuary  on  July  3rd;  FLINT:  300  at  Gronant  on  Apr.  22nd,  1300  in  July,  500  in 
August  and  100  in  September  and  80  at  Greenfield  Aug.  5th. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  dougalli*  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

A  single  was  recorded  at  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  July  1st,  with  5  there  on  Aug.  19th.  An 
excellent  record  from  Llangorse  BRECON  where  two  birds  were  seen  on  Apr.  24th.  CAERNARFON: 
An  adult  with  a  silver  ring  on  each  leg  was  at  the  Glan-y-Mor  Elias,  Llanfairfechan  roost  on  July  8th. 
On  ANGLESEY,  4  birds  arrived  at  the  Cemlyn  colony  on  June  21st  and  stayed  until  July  19th  but  did 
not  attempt  to  breed.  There  were  5  at  The  Range  on  June  2nd  and  one  at  South  Stack  on  July  5th. 

2000:  additional  records  of  singles  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  May  27th  &  Sept.  16th. 

COMMON  TERN  S.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN . 

The  first  return  was  on  Apr.  15  of  7  at  Llanfairfechan,  the  last  being  seen  on  Nov.  7  at  Strumble 
Head,  PEMBROKE.  Inland  records  included:  4  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  July  2nd,  singles  there 
on  May  17th,  July  19th,  Aug.  1st  &  24th;  from  BRECON,  with  birds  on  17  dates  at  Llangorse,  including 
12  on  Apr.  24th.  42  past  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  4th  and  Nov.  7th,  max.  18  on 
Sept.  24l  . 

82  pairs  were  counted  at  Cemlyn, ANGLESEY  a  considerable  increase  on  last  year.  545  pairs  fledged 
810  young  at  Shotton,  FLINT. 

ARCTIC  TERN  S.  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

Decidedly  more  scarce  on  passage  than  Common  Tern.  The  first  return  was  on  Apr.  18th,  the  last 
being  seen  on  Oct.  31st.  Inland  records  included  3  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  Oct.  8th,  with  one 
remaining  until  13th,  single  also  at  Ynysfro  Res.,  Oct.  8th;  juv.  At  Llan./Lisvane  Res.,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  Oct.  9th;  from  Llangorse  BRECON  included  17  on  Apr.  24th,  and  records  on  8  dates 
between  June  21st  and  Aug.  19th.  A  total  of  17  past  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  20th 
and  Oct.  31st,  max.  6  on  Oct.  1st. 

On  ANGLESEY  over  1,500  pairs  bred  on  The  Skerries,  around  5%  of  the  whole  U.K.  population 
(RSPB),  with  the  first  eggs  being  seen  on  May  22nd.  There  were  also  15  pairs  at  Cemlyn. 

LITTLE  TERN  S.  albifrom  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

All  records  as  follows:  GOWER:  adult  at  Blackpill  on  Mar.  15th;  PEMBROKE,  singles  at  Strumble 
Head  on  Aug.  31st  and  Sept  8th,  with  2  on  Oct.  15th,  one  of  which  was  taken  by  a  Peregrine; 
BRECON:  a  single  at  Llangasty  on  May  11th;  CAERNARFON:  There  were  four  at  the  mouth  of 
Foryd  Bay  on  July  24th,  and  two  flew  south  past  Bardsey  on  Sept.  17th;  ANGLESEY:  There  was  one 
on  the  beach  at  Traeth  Llugwy  on  Apr.  23rd.  85  pairs  bred  at  Gronant,  FLINT  but  only  one  young 
fledged.  Counts  from  that  county  included:  100  at  Point  of  Air  on  July  22nd  &  24th,  25  at  Flint  on 
May  12th,  23  on  the  25th  and  4  on  Aug.  15th. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger*  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

The  table  below  summarises  att  the  records  per  county  in  each  month.  Very  few  spring  records  but 
large  numbers  seen  in  autumn.  182  (a  well  above  average  number)  past  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE 
between  Aug.  25th  and  Oct.  28th,  max.  97  on  Oct.  8th,  and  50  at  Llangorse  BRECON  on  Aug.  23rd.  The 
latest  record  was  of  an  adult  at  Salthouse  Point,  GOWER  on  Nov.  1st. 
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Nov. 


May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Gwent 

4 

1 

8 

E.  Glamorgan 

1 

6 

11 

Gower 

2 

Carmarthen 

1 

Pembroke 

8 

1 

173 

Ceredigion 

1 

Brecon 

4 

50 

6 

3 

Caernarfon 

2 

1 

5 

Anglesey 

2 

12 

Clwyd 

3 

2 

Inland  records  included:  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  2  on  Aug.  23rd,  increasing  to  4  on  the  next 
day,  2  still  there  on  the  26th,  single  Sept.  17th,  3  during  the  period  Oct.  6th  -  13th  and  a  juv.  at  Gileston, 
GWENT  on  Oct.  28th;  in  BRECON  singles  at  Llangorse  May  1st  &  19th  and  2  at  Brechfa  on  the  14lh. 
In  autumn  at  Llangorse  in  August,  14  on  the  19th,  50  on  the  23rd  and  18  on  the  24th,  6  on  Sept.  25th,  2 
Oct. 4th  -  8th  and  one  Oct.  1 1th. 

WHITE-WINGED  BLACK  TERN  C.  leucopterus*  CORSWENNOL  ADEINWEN 

A  juvenile  at  Sandy  Water  Park,  CARMARTHEN  on  Oct.  16th,  the  third  county  record  and  34th  for 
Wales. 

2000:  juv.  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Sept.  22nd. 

GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  190  birds  at  Worms  Head  on  June  3rd,  296  pairs 
on  the  June  28th;  PEMBROKE:  14,281  individuals  Skomer,  raising  average  of  0.65  fledglings  per 
pair,  10,762  along  the  south  coast  was  the  highest  yet  recorded,  3,284  individuals  on  Ramsey,  981 
individuals  on  Skokholm,  raising  an  average  of  0.97  fledglings  per  pair,  and  497  on  Caldey  and  St. 
Margaret’s;  CEREDIGION:  28  birds  on  ledges  on  Cardigan  Island  on  June  11th;  CAERNARFON: 
1452  birds  on  the  Great  Orme  on  June  28th,  494  young  raised  on  Bardsey,  53  birds  on  the  Little  Orme 
(incomplete  count),  and  129  young  raised  on  Ynysoedd  Gwylan. 

300  in  Rhosilli  Bay,  GOWER  Jan.  27th  and  over  400  birds  were  off  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION  on 
Dec.  24th. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LL URS 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  60  at  Worms  Head  on  June  3rd  and  2  at  Tutt 
Head;  PEMBROKE:  highest  ever  total  on  Skomer  with  4,772  birds,  producing  0.58  young  per  pair, 
1,783  birds  on  Ramsey,  on  Skokholm  there  were  1,218  birds  with  an  average  of  0.87  chicks  raised  per 
pair,  1,040  along  the  south  coast  and  1 1 1  on  Caldey  and  St.  Margaret’s;  CEREDIGION:  76  birds  were 
on  Cardigan  Island  on  June  11th;  CAERNARFON:  488  young  /  eggs  counted  on  Bardsey,  yet  there 
were  over  2000  birds  present  in  June.  134  birds  at  the  Great  Orme  and  3  at  the  Little  Orme 
(incomplete  count). 

Over  400  birds  were  off  Borth,  CEREDIGION  on  Nov.  16th. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle*  GWYLOG  DDU 

All  records  were:  in  PEMBROKE  singles  off  Penally  on  June  26th,  in  Fishguard  Harbour  on  Aug. 
24th,  and  past  Strumble  Head  on  Sept.  26th.  CAERNARFON:  Recorded  regularly  in  small  numbers 
off  Penmaenmawr  and  Llanfairfechan  and  in  the  Menai  Straits  in  the  Caernarfon  area  with  a  single 
also  recorded  off  Bardsey  on  Sept.  6th.  ANGLESEY:  There  were  5  birds  on  the  cliffs  near  Point  Lynas 
on  June  3rd,  with  possibly  2-3  pairs  breeding  here  and  a  juvenile  seen  on  Aug.  13th.  The  usual 
breeding  colony  at  Fedw  Fawr  had  5  birds  on  Apr.  18th  and  9  birds  on  July  10th.  A  juvenile  at 
Penmon  Point  on  Aug.  12th  may  have  been  from  this  colony.  Birds  were  recorded  all  year  in  small 
numbers  at  many  sites  on  the  north  and  east  coasts. 
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LITTLE  AUK  A  lie  cille  *  CARF1L  BA  CH 

All  records  were:,  singles  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  8th  and  27th,  with  2  on  20th, 
and  singles  at  Skokholm  on  Nov.  10th  and  14th;  CAERNARFON:  Bardsey  recorded  22  in  strong 
NNW  winds  on  Oct.  31st,  the  second  highest  count  for  the  island,  with  one  picked  up  dying  on  Nov. 
1st;  ANGLESEY:  One  was  found  in  Newborough  Forest  in  October  after  gales.  Singles  were 
recorded  off  Point  Lynas  on  Nov.  1st  and  22nd  and  at  Cemlyn  on  22nd. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

Counts  from  breeding  colonies  included:  2  individuals  at  Worm’s  Head,  GOWER  on  June  28th;  in 
PEMBROKE  first  spring  return  was  Mar.  15th  on  Skomer,  where  7,854  individuals  had  an  average 
productivity  of  0.71  per  pair.  An  unknown  number  on  nearby  Skokholm  where  one  was  present  on 
the  late  date  of  Sept.  18th.  52  birds  were  seen  on  North  Bishop  on  July  25th,  and  7  were  present  along 
the  south  coast.  The  last  record  was  at  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  31st.  CAERNARFON:  On  Ynys 
Gwyian  Fawr,  1,052  apparently  occupied  burrows  were  counted  in  April  and  May,  with  up  to  1,200 
seen  rafting  here  in  June  and  July.  At  least  one  pair  is  thought  to  have  nested  on  Bardsey.  Two  birds 
were  seen  flying  to  the  cliff  on  the  Little  Orme  on  6th  and  13th  July,  and  may  have  bred  here.  On 
ANGLESEY  about  250  pairs  bred  on  The  Skerries  (RSPB).  A  count  from  a  boat  circling  Puffin 
Island  in  May  found  24  individuals. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLLT 

The  main  winter  flocks  reported  were  as  follows:  GWENT:  50  at  Lower  Machen  on  Jan.  13th  and  70 
at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  Oct. 6th;  50  near  Draethen  village,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  15th  and  43 
at  Gileston  on  Nov.  1 1th;  GOWER:  27  near  Mewslade  on  Dec.  12th;  PEMBROKE:  52  at  the  Gann  on 
Dec.26th;  CEREDIGION:  31  at  Pontrhyfendigaid  on  Dec.  19th;  BRECON:  80  at  Courtyplyfin  and  30- 
40  at  Pennorth  on  Nov.  10th;  ANGLESEY:  14  at  Liangoed  on  Jan. 2 1st.  There  were  also  70  at  Morfa 
Pinewoods  GOWER  on  July  23rd. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur  TURTUR 

Retains  its  foothold  as  a  summer  visitor  to  GWENT,  with  2-3  heard  around  Trelleck-Beacon  Hill 
from  Apr.29-June  6lh  and  one  calling  at  Abergavenny  on  June  17th.  Spring  passage  involved  c.25 
birds  on  the  PEMBROKE  coast  and  islands  between  Apr.29111  and  June  18th,  singles  at  Aberystwyth 
CEREDIGION  over  May  15-20th  and  Cors  Caron  there  on  25th  and  singles  at  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  on  7  dates  between  May  13th  and  22nd,  with  2  on  18th.  In  autumn  only  in 
PEMBROKE,  with  singles  at  Whitesands  on  July  7lh,  Skokholm  on  Sept. 5th,  St.  David’s  on  Oct. 20th 
and  2  there  on  the  very  late  date  of  Nov.  5th. 

2000:  In  FLINT  singles  at  Point  of  Air  on  May  15th  and  16th  and  at  Bagillt  on  June  1st.  A  pair  were 
present  in  a  garden  at  Borras  DENBIGH  for  3-4  days  in  July. 
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COG 


CUCKOO  Cuculus  canorus 

An  early  bird  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Apr. 8th. 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  TYLL  UAN  WEN 

All  records  are  summarized.  They  do  not  form  a  complete  survey  for  Wales.  GWENT:  recorded  from 
9  sites,  all  but  2  outside  the  breeding  season;  noted  at  18  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  GOWER-: 
recorded  from  13  sites,  with  breeding  proved  at  Gowerton  S/F;  PEMBROKE:  breeding  proved  at  5 
sites  and  probable  at  2  more.  One  at  Skokholm  on  Sept. 28th  was  only  the  fourth  island  record; 
CEREDIGION:  11  occupied  sites  produced  38  young;  BRECON:  noted  at  14  sites  with  breeding 
proved  at  4;  MEIRIONNYDD:  noted  in  5  sites  during  January  to  March;  CAERNARFON:  recorded 
in  11  sites  but  no  breeding  information;  ANGLESEY:  recorded  in  21  sites  but  no  breeding 
information;  bred  at  2  sites  in  DENBIGH  and  noted  at  5  others  in  CLWYD. 

2000:  In  CEREDIGION  27  former  nest  sites  were  checked  at  14  found  occupied  by  breeding  pairs,  of 
which  12  produced  30  young. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN FACH 

All  records  received  are  summarized.  Again  they  do  not  constitute  a  complete  Welsh  survey. 
GWENT:  recorded  from  11  sites,  with  breeding  proved  in  2,  both  pairs  having  2  young,  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  at  16  sites,  breeding  recorded  at  3+;  GOWER:  breeding  recorded  in  one  site  and 
birds  seen  during  the  year  in  a  further  5  sites;  PEMBROKE:  did  not  breed  on  Ramsey  but  did  so  on 
Skomer.  Birds  present  in  2  mainland  sites;  BRECON:  noted  in  7  sites,  with  breeding  proved  in  2; 
CAERNARFON:  at  least  3  pairs  bred  on  Little  Orme  and  11  birds  seen  there  in  August.  Similar 
numbers  bred  on  Great  Orme  and  there  were  also  3  territories  on  Bardsey,  2  pairs  rearing  young. 
Elsewhere  2  pairs  bred  at  Llithfaen  and  one  had  2  young  at  Llican  Isa  Ty’n-y-Groes.  Records  from  5 
other  sites;  ANGLESEY:  birds  noted  in  1 1  sites;  noted  at  16  sites  in  CLWYD. 

2000:  In  CLWYD  birds  or  pairs  noted  in  21  sites,  with  breeding  proved  in  one. 
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LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus  TYLL  UAN  GORNIOG 

Ail  records  were  as  follows:  GWENT:  breeding  proved  in  3  sites  in  the  NW  of  the  county; 
CEREDIGION:  one  successful  breeding  pair  was  found;  BRECON:  one  at  Mynydd  Illtyd  on 
Dec.  12th;  CAERNARFON:  a  pair  fledged  2  young  on  Bardsey  and  an  adult  and  2  calling  young  on 
Moel  y  Ci  on  July  16  .  Probable  migrants  were  singles  at  Bardsey  on  Oct.  14  and  19  ;  single  at 
Ruabon  Moor,  DENBIGH  in  January  &  February  and  November  &  December,  a  sinlge  on  the 
FLINT  coast  on  Oct.  28th. 

2000:  A  breeding  pair  was  found  in  an  undisclosed  coastal  site  in  FLINT. 

1999:  One  found  dead  at  Chepstow  GWENT  on  Feb. 7th  had  been  ringed  in  Finland 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

None  bred  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  for  the  first  time  since  1974.  Four  pairs  were  reported  in  the 
Elan  Valley  RADNOR  but  no  indication  of  breeding  success  was  vouchsafed.  A  single  bird  was  seen 
on  the  Migneint  MEIRJONNYDD  on  July  27th. 

Outside  the  breeding  season  a  total  of  c.44  reported  in  GWENT  (12),  E.  GLAMORGAN  (3), 
GOWER  (2),  PEMBROKE  (c.19),  CEREDIGION  (3),  BRECON  (1),  CAERNARFON  (5), 
ANGLESEY  (2)  and  CLWYD  (9+).  The  largest  count  was  of  8  at  Point  of  Ar,  CLWYD  on  Nov. 
28th  and  6  there  on  Dec.  2nd.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May 
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Aug. 
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Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4  7  9  5  6 

1  0 

0 

2 

6  12  15 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

TROELLWRMAWR 

Breeding  season  reports  received  were  as  follows:  GWENT:  breeding  in  Chepstow  Park  Wood  failed 
and  there  were  10  males  in  Wentwood  Forest.  There  were  2  males  in  a  new  site  near  Risca  in  June;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  present  at  4  sites,  at  least  9  males  heard  calling;  GOWER:  about  10  territorial  males 
reported  in  May  and  June  from  9  forest  areas;  CEREDIGION:  3  sites  held  single  males;  BRECON:  6 
territories  in  Glasfynydd  Forest  but  one  only  in  the  former  stronghold  of  the  Crychan  Forest,  where 
most  sites  now  too  grown  up  to  hold  the  species;  CAERNARFON:  up  to  6  territories  in  Gwydyr 
Forest.  A  bird  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  May  16th  was  the  first  there  since  1986;  2  prs.  bred 
Nercwys,  DENBIGH  fledging  8  young. 

SWIFT  Apus  apus  GWENNOL  DDU 

The  main  flock  counts  were:  GWENT:  100-150  over  Skirrid  Fach  on  July  13th;  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
200  at  Gabalfa,  Cardiff  on  May  13th,  300  at  Hendre  Lake  on  June  17th,  350  at  Roath  Park  on  the  18th 
and  a  flock  of  several  thousand  over  Cardiff  Bay  on  July  17th,  375  there  the  next  day;  GOWER:  up  to 
800  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res:  in  July  and  700  on  Aug.  13th;  CEREDIGION:  500  over  Cors  Caron  on 
May  30th;  BRECON:  400  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Apr. 28th  and  again  on  May  16th;  CAERNARFON: 
363  passed  through  Bardsey  on  June  26th.  A  late  record  of  2  at  Abergavenny  GWENT  on  Oct. 3rd. 

PALLID  SWIFT  A.  pallidus  GWENNOL  WELW-DDU 

One  at  Porthgain  PEMBROKE  from  Oct. 5-7^  was  the  second  for  the  county  and  Wales 

BEE-EATER  Merops  apiaster  GWYBEDGOG  Y  GWENYN 

One  at  Holyhead  ANGLESEY  on  May  16th. 

ROLLER  Coracias  garrulous  RHOLYDD 

One  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  Oct. 26th  was  the  second  record  for  the  county. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops  COPOG 

In  ANGLESEY  there  were  singles  at  Llanfaelog  on  Apr.  1st,  Llyn  Alaw  over  3-4^  and  Rhoscolyn  on 
19th.  A  single  at  Cilcain,  CLWYD  in  June. 
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WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla  PENGAM 

In  PEMBROKE  there  were  singles  at  Skomer  over  May  12-1 3th,  on  Aug. 29th  and  over  Oct.  12-14111,  at 
Skokholm  on  Oct. 8th,  at  Ramsey  on  Aug. 29th  and  over  Sept.l-2nd,  St.  Justinians  on  Sept.23rd  and 
Ivor’s  Pond  on  29th.  One  was  present  near  Pant  y  Dwr  RADNOR  from  July  1-1 6th  and  there  was  one 
at  Bardsey  CAERNAREON  on  Sept.22nd. 

2000:  One  at  the  Warren,  Point  of  Air  FLINT  on  Sept. 3rd. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

Recording  was  restricted  in  some  counties  by  Foot  &  Mouth  regulations  on  access.  All  records 
received  are  summarized  under  counties,  as  follows:  GWENT:  recorded  in  at  least  29  localities,  with 
breeding  proved  or  probable  by  16  pairs,  including  2-4  at  Blackwood  and  pairs  in  3  different  parks  in 
Newport;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  reported  at  27  locations,  with  breeding  proved  at  4;  GOWER:  recorded 
in  35  localities,  with  breeding  proved  in  4;  PEMBROKE:  4  pairs  noted  in  3  localities  and  birds  seen 
in  2  other  sites;  CEREDIGION:  2  pairs  at  Ynys-hir  RSPB  and  another  nearby.  Singles  in  3  other 
sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  recorded  in  9  sites;  CAERNARFON:  recorded  in  12  sites,  8  of  them  in  the 
breeding  season;  ANGLESEY:  recorded  in  6  sites;  reported  at  15  sites  in  CLWYD. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopus  minor  CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEIAF 

A  scarce  and  declining  species  in  Wales  for  which  all  records  are  summarized,  as  follows:  GWENT: 
birds  recorded  in  7-8  sites,  with  breeding  proved  in  one;  reported  at  8  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN; 
GOWER:  one  drumming  near  Margam  on  Apr.  15th  and  one  picked  up  dead  under  a  patio  window  in 
Pontardawe  on  June  21st  were  the  only  records;  PEMBROKE:  reported  from  9  sites,  with  breeding 
proved  in  one  and  2  territorial  males  at  Geliy;  CEREDIGION:  2  pairs  bred  at  Ynys-hir  RSPB; 
BRECON:  only  recorded  in  4  sites,  largely  because  of  access  restrictions;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one 
heard  at  Bontnewydd  on  Apr.  16th  and  21st;  CAERNARFON:  recorded  in  5  localities  but  only  one  in 
the  breeding  season;  reported  at  4  sites  in  CLWYD. 

WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

Six  were  in  stubble  by  Pitton  Chapel  GOWER  on  Oct ,27th,  with  7  there  on  28th  and  still  4  on  29th. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

Significant  passage  or  winter  flocks  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  75  at  Aberthaw  on  Jan.  7th,  100+  at 
Nash  Point  on  the  8th,  85  at  Gileston  Oct.  6th,  110  at  Nash  Point  on  the  13th,  40  at  Flatholm  on  the 
23rd,  100  at  Gileston  /  Aberthaw  on  Nov.  1 1th  and  200+  at  Nash  Poimt  on  Dec.  14th;  GOWER:  50  at 
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Rhossili  on  Jan.  15th  and  40  at  Bovehill  Farm  on  Oct. 3rd;  PEMBROKE:  a  max:  of  1200  at  Freshwater 
West  in  January  and  250  at  Solva  on  the  11th;  BRECON:  an  influx  over  Feb.H-lS111  involved  a  total 
of  270  birds  in  4  sites  and  there  were  100+  at  Ffostyll  on  Nov. 3rd;  RADNOR:  flocks  of  140  and  90  in 
the  Elan  Valley  during  snow  on  Mar.  12th;  MERIONNYDD:  45  at  Morfa  Harlech  on  Dec.  10th; 
CAERNARFON:  40+  at  Parc  Drysgol  and  also  at  Gwaun  Gynfi  on  Mar. 28th  and  peak  passage  at 
Bardsey  of  1 17  on  Oct.  12th  and  1 19  on  13th. 

In  PEMBROKE  94  breeding  territories  counted  on  Skokholm  and  17  on  Skomer,  both  counts 
representing  a  decline  of  c.50%,  and  11-13  on  Ramsey.  Five  pairs  also  bred  on  Conwy  RSPB  but  no 
other  mainland  breeding  counts  received,  largely  because  of  Foot  and  Mouth  restrictions  on  access. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

One  on  Mynydd  Epynt  BRECON  from  Oct. 20th  to  Nov.  10th  was  the  first  county  record  and  the  first 
inland  record  for  Wales.  There  were  no  other  records. 


SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

Systematic  breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  350  nest  holes  at  Abergavenny 
represented  an  increase  of  13%  compared  with  2000;  GOWER:  a  total  of  224-231  pairs  recorded  on 
the  R.  Loughor,  c.45  below  Pontardulais,  R.  Tawe,  95  in  6  colonies,  R.  Clydach,  12  in  one  colony,  R. 
Neath,  35-42  in  3  colonies,  R.  Llan,  one  nest,  R.  Afan,  36  in  2  colonies.  The  important  stretch  above 
Pontardulais,  which  normally  holds  around  75%  of  the  total,  could  not  be  checked.  The  figures  still 
indicate  an  increase  of  c.19%  compared  to  2000;  CEREDIGION:  12  active  nest  holes  in  boulder  clay 
sea-cliffs  near  Llanon;  CAERNARFON:  a  total  of  145  active  nests  at  Porth  Neigwl  in  June;  in 
CLWYD  150  nest  holes  at  Bodfari  Sandpits  and  90-  100  at  Fagl  Lane  Quarry,  Hope. 

The  first  spring  arrivals  were  noted  in  GWENT,  GOWER  and  PEMBROKE  on  Mar.  11th,  in 
CEREDIGION  on  12th  and  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  13th.  The  largest  spring  concentrations 
were  600+  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res:  GOWER  on  Apr.  18th,  750  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  12th  and 
c.1000  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  24th  and  again  on  May  17th.  The  only  large  autumn  count 
reported  was  of  1000  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  July  14th. 
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SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

There  was  a  fairly  general  arrival  in  the  second  half  of  March.  The  main  concentrations  on  spring 
passage  were  350  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res:  on  Apr.  28th,  500  at  Ramsey  PEMBROKE  on  May  8'  and 
similar  numbers  at  Skomer  there  on  the  18th  and  19th,  200  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  Apr ,29th 
and  402  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  May  11th.  Twelve  pairs  bred  at  Bardsey,  rearing  62  young. 
On  the  PEMBROKE  islands  there  were  3  pairs  on  Skokholm,  1 1  on  Skomer  and  4  on  Ramsey.  On 
the  mainland  a  survey  at  Castle  Martin  recorded  76  pairs.  For  63  of  these  67%  of  eggs  laid  produced 
fledglings. 

The  main  autumn  passage  counts  were  500  at  Redwick  GWENT  on  Sept. 20th  and  600  past 
Abergavenny  there  in  30  minutes  on  Oct.3rd,  750  at  Lavemock  Point  on  Sept.  6th  &  Oct.  1st,  1000/hr 
over  Flatholm  on  Sept.  26th  and  1000  at  Lavemock  on  the  19th;  c.2500  at  Penmaen  GOWER  on 
Sept.  10th  and  c.2000  at  Clyne  Common  there  on  Oct.28111,  1000  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on 
Sept.  11th  and  again  on  28th,  500  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  19th  and  400  at  Mynydd  Llandegai 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug. 27th.  Late  birds  were  singles  at  Porthmadog  on  Nov.  13th  and  Conwy  RSPB 
on  Dec.  9th,  both  CAERNARFON,  at  Penrhyncoch  CEREDIGION  from  Dec.  14- 17th  and  Porth  Clais 
PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  1 6th. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  YBONDO 

First  arrivals  were  at  the  Gann  PEMBROKE  on  Mar^l5*,  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  22nd  and  Hay 
BRECON  on  30th.  Spring  passage  max:  were  300  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res:  GOWER  on  Apr.28111  and 
100  at  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  May  20th.  At  Bardsey  17  nests  fledged  at  least  68  young. 

Autumn  passage  max:  were  700  at  Llandogo  GWENT  on  Sept.  1st,  750  at  Lavemock,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  15th,  400  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  Aug  13th  and  250  at 
Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  18th. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  novae seelandiae  CORHEDYDD  Y RICHARD 

There  were  singles  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  over  OctA-S111  and  on  Nov.  10th,  Ynys-las 
CEREDIGION  on  Nov.  14th  and,  in  CAERNARFON,  at  Conwy  RSPB  over  Sept.26-29th,  Great  Orme 
on  29th  and  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  Oct. 7th. 

OLIVE-BACKED  PIPIT  A.hodgsoni  CORHEDYDD  GWYRDDEGFN 

One  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.24111  was  the  second  county  record  and  the  second  for  Wales. 

TREE  PIPIT  A.  trivialis  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

An  early  bird  on  Moel  y  Ci  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.23rd  and  late  records  on  Mynydd  Epynt 
BRECON  on  Oct.  17th  and  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  20th.  The  only  systematic  breeding  count  was 
of  18  territorial  males  in  Glasfynydd  Forest  BRECON  in  June. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WAUN 

In  PEMBROKE  there  were  85  breeding  territories  on  Skomer  and  29  on  Skokholm  and  there  were  51 
on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

Bred  at  11  sites  around  the  GOWER  coast.  In  PEMBROKE  there  were  35  territories  on  Skokholm, 
50  on  Skomer,  32-34  on  Ramsey,  5  at  Stackpole  and  3  at  Martin’s  Haven;  23  territorial  males  were 
counted  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON. 

An  influx  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis  on  Bardsey  in  the  spring, 
with  a  total  of  15  between  Feb. 22nd  and  27th,  7  on  Apr.5111  and  up  to  5  on  several  dates  to  the  end  of 
that  month. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta  CORHEDYDD  YDWR 

All  records  received  were:  GWENT:  one  Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  Feb. 3rd;  PEMBROKE:  singles  at 
Newgale  on  Dec. 9th,  Nevern  Est:  from  19-3 1st  and  Cerbyd  on  25th;  CEREDIGION:  one  at 
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Llanrhystud  on  Nov.  17th  and  2  at  Cardigan  on  Dec.  15th;  CAERNARFON:  singles  at  Caernarfon  on 
Oct. 30th  and  Conwy  Est:  over  Dec.25-26lh;  ANGLESEY:  one  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  Jan.  1st,  2  there  on 
Feb. 4th  and  one  on  24th  and  one  at  Cefni  Est:  on  11th.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  singles  at  Cemlyn  on 
Oct. 20th  and  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  No vA*1  and  26th. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla flava  SIGLEN  FELEN 

The  only  breeding  record  came  from  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT.  No  other  breeding  counts  received 
because  of  Foot  &  Mouth  restrictions  on  access.  One  at  Foryd  Bay  CAERNARFON  on  Jan.  15th  was 
probably  the  first  winter  record  for  Wales.  In  the  autumn  a  noteworthy  count  was  of  37  at  Uskmouth 
GWENT  on  Sept. 4th  There  were  singles  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  flava  (Blue-headed 
Wagtail)  in  CAERNARFON  at  Bardsey  on  May  1st  and  Rhos-on-Sea  on  5th  and  one  at  Gronant, 
FLINT  May  25th. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

Significant  winter  roosts  noted  were,  in  GWENT,  80+  on  roofs  in  Abergavenny  and  300+  at 
Mamhilad  in  the  early  months  and  100  at  Llanfoist  on  Oct. 3rd.  There  were  200-500  feeding  on 
recently  seeded  ground  at  Llanwenarth  in  September  and  October.  Elsewhere  a  max:  230  at  Queen’s 
Street,  Cardiff,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  3rd,  250  there  on  Dec.  15th  &  23rd,  704  at  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.,  GOWER  on  Aug. 30th,  102  at  Kilgetty,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug. 24th,  50+  at  Brecon  S/F  BRECON 
on  Jan.  19th  and  98  in  Brecon  on  Nov. 9th,  45  at  Llanfairfechan  S/F,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.901,  40  in 
bracken  at  Penmon  Point,  ANGLESEY  on  Dec. 9th,  and  70  at  Gronant,  FLINT  on  Apr.  22nd. 

Six  pairs  reared  a  total  of  31  young  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  and  on  the  PEMBROKE  islands 
there  were  3  territories  on  Skokholm,  5  on  Skomer  and  2  on  Ramsey. 

Spring  passage  of  White  Wagtails  (race  alba )  was  noted  from  Mar.  14  ,  with  a  max:  count  of  33  at 
Llanrhystud  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.26111.  Small  numbers  only  in  autumn  up  to  Sept. 29th. 

WAXWING  Bombycilla  garrulu  CYNFFON  SIDAN 

The  exceptional  autumn/winter  influx  into  Britain  in  late  2000  produced  a  wide  scatter  of  Welsh 
records  in  early  2001,  as  follows:  GWENT:  4  at  Prioress  Mill  Lane,  Usk,  from  Feb.  12th  to  Mar.3rd; 
GOWER:  2  at  Sketty  on  Jan^l51;  PEMBROKE:  2  at  Solva  on  Jan.  12th;  CEREDIGION:  singles  at 
Llanbadarn  Fawr  from  Jan.21-Feb.3rd,  Penrhyncoch  on  Jan. 28th  and  30th,  with  2  there  on  Feb. 4th  and 
2  at  Aberystwyth  on  Jan. 23rd.  and  Bow  Street  on  29th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  at  Dyffryn  Ardudwy  on 
Jan.  12th  and  2  at  Tywyn  from  1 3-1 5th;  CAERNARFON:  one  at  Llanrhos  from  Jan.8-13111,  2  at 
Llandudno  Junction  on  1 1th,  4  on  12th,  one  on  13th  and  2  on  14th,  3  in  Asda’s  carpark  Llandudno  from 
21-24111,  5  at  Treborth  on  26th  and  one  at  Deganwy  over  Apr.lO-ll*11;  ANGLESEY:  one  and 
Llanfairpwll  on  Jan.  14th  and  4  at  Llandegfan  on  17th;  in  CLWYD  up  to  31  at  Wrexham  Industrial 
Park  Jan.  25th  -  Feb.  3rd,  30  at  Borras  Jan.  23rd,  11  at  Llan-y-Pwll  on  the  31st  and  scattered  flocks, 
numbering  a  total  of  20  in  Acton  Park  Feb.  1 1th. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  4  at  the  Nevern  Est,  PEMBROKE  and  one  at  Hook  over  Dec.  7- 10th. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y  D  WR 

Breeding  counts  of  this  widespread  bird  of  Welsh  rivers  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  5  nests 
were  monitored  around  Ebbw  Vale;  GOWER:  bred  in  8  sites  on  6  streams.  There  was  a  max:  of  3 
pairs  at  Cwm  Clydach;  BRECON:  bred  in  10  sites  on  4  streams;  CAERNARFON:  at  least  4  pairs  on 
the  Afon  Seiont,  2-3  pairs  along  R.  Caledffrwd  from  Gwaun  Gynfi  downstream  to  the  Bradite 
paintworks  and  4  pairs  on  Afon  Llyfni.  Pairs  bred  on  4  other  streams  and  birds  were  seen  in  the 
breeding  season  at  1 1  other  sites. 

WREN  Troglodytes  trogloydtes  DRYW 

Counts  of  territories:  13  prs.  Skokholm,  61  prs.  Skomer  and  7  prs.  Ramsey,  all  PEMBROKE. 


272 


GREY  CATBIRD  Dumetella  carolinensis  CA  THADERYN LL WYD 

The  first  Welsh  and  British  record  was  at  South  Stack  Plantation,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  4th  -  8th. 

DUNNOCK  Prunella  modularis  LLYWD  Y  GWRYCH 

Counts  of  territories:  26  prs.  Skomer  and  3  prs.  Ramsey,  both  PEMBROKE  and  12  prs.  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON.  Influx  on  Skomer,  80  there  at  the  end  of  September  and  60  in  mid  October. 

ROBIN  Erithacus  rubecula  ROBIN  GOCH 

Bred  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  for  the  first  time  in  20  years,  6  prs.  bred  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON. 
Influx  in  late  September:  50+  on  Flat  Holm,  GLAMORGAN  on  the  26th,  100  on  Skomer  22nd,  80 
there  in  October  &  40  in  November,  50  on  Skokholm  by  late  October  and  100+  on  Ramsey  Oct.  1st, 
max.  of  27  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in  September  and  112  in  October,  17  at  Porth  Meudwy  on 
Sept.  23rd  and  29  there  on  Oct.  13th. 


BLUETHROAT 

A  white-spotted  male  was  observed  singing  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  May  26  .  In  autumn  a 
female  at  The  Range,  ANGLESEY  Sept.  23rd  and  a  1st  winter  male  at  Whiteford  Plantation, 
GLAMORGAN  Oct.  21st. 


BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochruvus * 


Breakdown  of  records  by  month  for  each  county: 


Jan.  Feb. 


Mar.  Apr.  May 


GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

CL  WYD 


2  1 

3  2 

1 

9  1 

2 


3 

5  5  3 

1 
1 

1  2 


TINGOCH  DU 


Sept. 


2 


Oct. 

1 

1 

29 


7 

1 


Nov. 

2 

2 

41 

2 


8 

3 

4 


Dec. 

4 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 


Spring  passage  recorded  in  PEMBROKE  Mar.  2nd  -  May  20th,  at  6  sites,  including  singles  at  Skokhom 
May  6th  and  at  Skomer  May  20th.  Autumn  passage  was  also  prevalent  in  that  county,  Sept.  23rd  -  Nov. 
23™. 

Out  of  season  records  came  from:  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  June  3rd,  Bardsey  July  26th,  Aberthaw, 
GLAMORGAN  June  12th.  Inland,  one  was  at  Cilmeri,  BRECON  Apr.  8th. 

2000:  additional  record  from  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  Nov.  26th 

REDSTART  P.  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  8th 

Magor 

Oct.  18th 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  13th 

Kenfig 

Sept.  14th 

Rhiwbian 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  15th 
Apr.  9th 

Glyncorrwg 

Pwllan,  Taliaris 

Aug.  27* 

Mynydd  Fforch,  M.  Rhiwgregen 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  14th 
Apr.  3rd 

Geliy 

Oct.  20* 

Dale  Air  field  &  Ramsey 

BRECON 

MONTGOMERY 

Apr.  16th 
Apr.  7th 

Usk  Res. 

Lake  Vymwy 

Sept.  6th 

Cwm  Llanwrthwl 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

DENBIGH 

Apr.  13th 
Apr.  27th 
Apr.  9th 

Cae’r  Gof,  Rhiwlas 
Soldier’s  Point 

Ruabon  Moors 

Oct.  24th 

Bardsey 

The  only  breeding  count  received  was  of  42  prs.  in  Dinefwr  Park  &  Castle  Woods,  CARMARTHEN. 
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WH INCHAT  Sctxicola  rubetra 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest 


Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  29th 

Usk  &  Caldicot  Pill 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  13th 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  30th 

Margam  Park 

CARMARTHEN 

Mar.  21st 

Penclacwydd 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  19th 

Ramsey 

BRECON 

May  7th 

Glasfynydd  Forest 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  26th 

RSPB  Conwy  &  Llandudno 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  30th 

South  Stack 

DENBIGH 

Apr.  22nd 

Ruabon  Moors 

Passage  recorded  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON 
autumn  Aug.  16th  -  Oct.  9th. 


CREC  YR  EITHIN 


Latest 


Date 

Site 

Oct.  20th 

Sker 

Sept.  28th 

Crymlyn  Burrows 

Nov.  4th 

Penclacwydd 

Nov.  I51 

Skomer 

Oct.  29th 

Llannon 

Sept.  8th 

Glasfynydd  Forest 

Oct.  22nd 

Rhiwlas 

Oct.  12th 

Soldier’s  Point 

Apr.  30th  -  May  20th  (max.  5  on  May  13th)  and  in 


2000:  1 1  prs.  Cilcain  Moors,  CLWYD. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

Due  to  Foot  &  Mouth  Restrictions  very  little  breeding  information  received.  GOWER:  a  total  of  28 
birds  counted  at  Clyne  Common  June  22nd;  PEMBROKE:  10  territories  on  Ramsey,  5  at  Stackpole 
and  20+  on  Castle  Martin  Range.  One  was  observed  carrying  food  at  Kingsmoor  Common  on  Dec. 
11th;  BRECON:  23  territories;  CAERNARFON:  15-20  prs.  Coed  Ty  Res  /  Llyn  Eigiau,  6-7  pairs 
around  Moel  y  Ci,  6  pairs  fledged  46  young  on  Bardsey  (2.67  chicks  /  pair). 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  29* 

Goldcliff  Point 

Oct.  21st 

Collister  Pill  (2) 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Mar.  16* 

Locks  Common,  Porthcawl 

Nov.  16* 

Locks  Common 

GOWER 

PEMBROKE 

Mar.  16* 
Mar.  8* 

Port  Talbot  Harbour 

Martin’s  Haven 

Oct.  28* 

Ramsey  &  Skokholm 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

Mar.  12* 
Mar.  25* 

Aberystwyth 

Battle  Hill 

Oct.  27* 

Trecastle 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON 

Mar.  18* 
Mar.  10* 

Aber  Dysynni 

Foryd  Bay 

Nov.  10* 

Moel  y  Ci 

ANGLESEY 

Mar.  23rd 

Soldier’s  Point  &  Holyhead 

Oct.  23rd 

Bull  Bay 

CLWYD 

FLINT 

Mar.  24* 

Llanddulas 

Oct.  3rd 

Oakenholt  Marsh 

Counts  of  breeding  territories:  in  PEMBROKE  7  prs.  Skomer,  68  prs.  on  Ramsey,  35  prs.  at  Castle 
Martin  Range  and  6  prs.  at  Stackpole. 

Large  counts  on  the  PEMBROKE  islands  included  60  on  Skomer  May  2nd,  40  Sk*)kholm  May  13th  and 
30  Ramsey  Sept.  17th.  Passage  noted  at  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  121  Sept.  23rd  -  Oct.  28th, 
max.  25  on  Oct.  9th. 

Individuals  showing  characteristics  of  the  Iceland  /  Greenland  race  were  noted  at:  in  PEMBROKE  on 
Skomer  Apr.  15th  -  May  29th  &  Sept.  15th  -  Oct.  20th,  max.  14  on  Apr.  22nd  &  25th  and  1 1  on  Ramsey 
Sept.  18th;  77  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  5th,  14  there  on  Sept.  10th;  2  at  The  Range, 
ANGLESEY  on  June  8th 
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RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  YMYNYDD 

The  only  breeding  information  received  was:  in  GLAMORGAN  seen  at  Craigfawr,  Graig  Walter- 
Blaengwn,  Nantymoel,  Cwm  Parc,  Cwm  Clydach  and  Craig  y  Llyn;  present  at  Foel  Fawr  Quarries, 
CARMARTHEN;  in  BRECON:  6  prs.  Craig  Gerrig  Gleisiad  NNR,  others  at  Daen  Lwyd  and  Craig  y 
Cilau,  2  prs.  Lake  Vyrnwy,  MONTGOMERY;  a  singing  male  in  Cwt  y  Bugail  Quarry,  Blaenau 
Ffestiniog,  MEIPiONNYDD;  in  CAERNARFON  present  at:  Cwm  Idwal,  near  Llyn  Eigiau,  a  family 
party  of  a  pair  and  three  juveniles  NE  of  Llyn  Cowlyd,  a  pair  SE  of  Llyn  Cowlyd,  at  least  four  pairs 
are  thought  to  have  bred  in  the  Cowlyd  Eigiau,  a  family  party  of  a  pair  and  two  juveniles  were  seen  in 
disused  quarries  SW  of  Cwm  Penmachno,  a  pair  bred  at  the  quarry  on  Moel  Eilio,  a  pair  at  Cefn  Du 
quarries,  Waunfawr,  others  at  Moel  Siabod,  2  in  Nant  Ffrancon  and  3  in  Cwm  Trwsgl  on  July  1st 
were  probably  a  pair  and  a  juvenile. 

Individuals  recorded  on  spring  passage  were:  at  Cosmeston,  GLAMORGAN  Mar.  18  ;  at  Skokholm, 
PEMBROKE  Mar.  27th;  at  Pen  yr  Ole  Wen,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  31st  and  at  Rhiwlas  Apr.  8th, 
Little  Orme  Apr.  9th,  at  Prenteg  Apr.  11th  and  singles  on  Bardsey  Apr.  16th  and  May  24th;  on 
ANGLESEY  at  Mynydd  Bodafon  Mar.  26th  -  27th  &  Apr.  19th  and  at  South  Stack  Apr.  23rd; 
Gronant,  FLINT  Apr.  1st. 

til  til 

Autumn  passage,  singles  unless  stated:  at  Lavernock  Sept.  25  ,  Aberthaw  Oct.  28  ,  both 
GLAMORGAN;  Cynnant,  CARMARTHEN  Oct.  20th;  in  Pembroke  at  Skokholm  Sept.  10th,  4  on 
Oct.  28th,  one  Nov.  15th,  on  Skomer  Sept.  23rd,  Oct.  19th  &  28th,  2  on  Ramsey  Oct.  19  ,  single  Nov. 
28th;  2  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  Nov.  6th;  near  the  summit  of  Dduallt,  MEIRIONNYDD  Oct.  28th;  in 
CAERNARFON: ‘2  ON  THE  Great  Orme  Sept.  22nd,  one  on  the  23rd  &  Oct.  19th,  at  Rhiwlas  Oct. 
13d',  1801  and  22nd-  23rd,  2  there  on  the  24th,  a  male  at  Porth  Meudwy  Oct.  20th,  a  juv.  there  on  the 
25th,  on  Bardsey  Oct.  9dl,  at  least  13  on  the  19th,  5  still  there  the  following  day  and  a  single  on  the 
28th;  on  ANGLESEY  at  South  Stack  Oct.  1 1th,  15th,  24th  and  26th,  at  Soldier’s  Point  on  Oct.  6th  and  at 
the  Range  on  the  21st. 

BLACKBIRD  Turdus  merula  MWYALCHEN 

100  Usk  Res,  BRECON  Nov.  9th,  80  at  Aberthaw,  GLAMORGAN  Oct.  28m  and  40  at  Lavernock 
Nov.  14th.  40  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  19th,  82  on  the  28th  and  60+  at  Rhiwlas  Nov.  1 1th. 

FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN EIRA 

Largest  winter  flocks  were:  GWENT:  300  GLWR  Goldcliff  Jan.  7th,  250  Llanwern  Feb.  23ra  and  300 
Sluice  Farm  Nov.  4th;  E.  GLAMORGAN  500  at  Cosmeston  Oct.  28th,  2000+  at  Bargoed  Oct.  30th  and 
1,500  at  Kenfig  Nov.  1st;  GOWER:  500+  flying  east  over  Pitton  towards  Oxwich  Oct.  28L‘  and  300  at 
Horton  the  same  day;  CARMARTHEN:  250  at  Dollfallt  Nov.  14th;  PEMBROKE  500  Teifi  Marshes 
&  300  Strumble  Head  Nov.  10th  and  300  at  Glanrhyd  in  November;  200  at  Cwm  Ystwyth, 
CEREDIGION  Dec.  26th;  in  BRECON:  200+  Bronydd  Mawr  Mar.  22nd,  3-400  Usk  Res.  Oct.  29th 
and  200  Mynydd  Abertscir  Nov.  1st;  in  CAERNARFON:  800  at  Rhiwlas  Oct.  24th,  with  690  there 
Nov.  1st  and  1000+  at  Rhiwlas  on  Dec.  11th;  on  ANGLESEY  650  at  Llantrisant  Nov.  26^,  600  at 
Penygraigwen  Nov.  16th;  300+  at  Burton,  CLWYD  in  December. 

Unseasonal  records  included  one  at  Talacre- Warren,  CLWYD  on  May  12th  and  20  at  Llanbedr-y- 
Cennin,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  19th, 

SONG  THRUSH  T.  philomelos  BRONFRAITH 

232  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  14th  and  285  on  the  28th  were  the  only  large  counts. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN- ADEN 

Counts  of  over  250  in  the  1st  winter  period  included:  250  at  Llanwern,  GWENT  Feb.  23rd,  500  at 
Birchgrove,  GOWER  Feb.  21st  and  600  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  Feb.  14th. 

A  single  Holyhead  Breakwater,  ANGLESEY  Sept.  27lh  was  particularly  eariy. 

Large  passage  occurred  at  the  end  of  October,  counts  included:  600  over  Newport,  GWENT  in  one 
hour  on  the  28th:  in  GLAMORGAN:  500  at  Cosmeston  &  720  at  Llanederyn  on  the  281",  350 
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Lavernock  &  300  Heol-Ddu  Bargoed  on  the  30th;  500  Pitton  -  Oxwich,  GOWER  on  the  28th,  350  at 
Taibach  on  the  29th;  1025  going  S  over  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  the  28th;  1,000  at  Penycae, 
DENBIGH  on  the  21st. 

Counts  of  over  250  in  the  2nd  winter  period  included:  300  at  Nelson,  GLAMORGAN  Dec.  29th,  300  at 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  Nov.  12th  onwards  until  the  end  of  the  year,  1,200+  moving  SW  over 
Rhiwlas,  CAERNARFON  Nov.  27th  and  300  Penygraigwen,  ANGLESEY  Nov.  16th. 


MISTLE  THRUSH  Turdus  viscivorus  BRYCH  Y  COED 

Largest  counts  were:  in  GWENT:  61  at  Cleddon  Bog  Aug.  18th,  42  at  Wentwood  Res.  Sept.  9th  and  23 
at  the  Sugarloaf  June  17th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  20  Llanwonno  Forest  July  5th  and  22  at  Dyfryn 
Gardens  July  23rd;  30  Garron  Pill,  PEMBROKE  Sept.  12th;  CEREDIGION:  22  at  Egwlysfach  Oct.  3rd 
and  56  at  Cwm  Ystwyth  Sept.  24th;  BRECON  48  at  Glasfynydd  Forest  July  21st,  30  at  Gallt,  40+  at 
Talybont  Aug.  20th  -  31st,  42  at  Cantref  and  33  at  Neuadd  Res.  Sept.  17th;  25  at  Caer  Bwla, 
MONTGOMERY  Aug.  28th;  CAERNARFON:  30+  at  Rhiwlas  July  16th  &  Sept.  28th,  20  there  Oct. 
1 1th.  Passage  noted  at  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  77  passed  over  on  the  Oct.  13th. 


CETTI’  S  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti*  TELOR  CETTI 

All  records  listed  (numbers  refer  to  singing  males):  GWENT:  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  (4),  Corns  Llanwern 
(3),  and  at  4  other  sites.  One  caught  at  Uskmouth  in  October  had  been  ringed  at  Thatcham, 
Bedfordshire  in  the  autumn  of  2000;  GOWER:  bred  at  Oxwich  (max.  7),  Red  Jacket  Pill,  Pant  y-sais 
Fen,  Port  Tennant  Canal  Basin,  Crymlyn,  Margam  Moors,  Neath  Canal  and  Llandarcy  Marsh,  present 
also  at  Cwm  Ivy  Marsh  Aug.  20th;  in  CARMARTHEN  3-5  in  the  Penclacwydd  area,  others  at  Pwll, 
Horsebox  Pond,  Witchett  Pool,  Panteg  (2)  and  Cidweli;  2  at  Goodwick  Moor,  PEMBROKE  Dec.  17th 
-31st  and  3  males  at  the  Teifi  marshes  PEMBROKE  /  CEREDIGION.  ANGLESEY:  5  territories  at 
the  Valley  Lakes  and  one  at  Cors  Erddreininog  Oct.  13th. 


GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella.  naevia 
Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


A  total  of  98  recorded  on  Bardsey  on  Apr.  30 


th 


TROELLWR  BACH 


Earliest  and  latest  dates: 

Earliest 

Latest 

Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  20th 

Kenfig 

Sept.  1st 

Flirwaun  Ponds 

GOWER 

Apr.  16th 

Port  Eynon  &  Eg.  Nun.  Res. 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  19th 

Gelli  Aur 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  12th 

Skokholm,  Skomer,  Strumble 

Sept.  12th 

Redberth 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  5th 

Cors  Caron 

Oct.  4th 

Ynyshir 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  12th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  24th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  24th 

Various  sites 

FLINT 

Apr.  13th 

Gronant 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephalus paludicola* 
Singles  caught  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  Aug.  16th  &  22n 


TELOR  YDWR 


SEDGE  WARBLER  A.  schoenobanus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

The  only  systematic  breeding  counts  received  were:  40+  at  Tennant  Canal  Basin,  GOWER,  48  at 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN,  34  pairs  bred  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  and  34  RSPB  Conwy, 
CAERNARFON.  Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  23rd 

Corns  Llanwern 

Sept.  26th 

GLWR  Goldcliff 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
GOWER 

Apr.  8* 
Apr.  2nd 

Kenfig 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Sept.  26th 

Kenfig 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  13th 

Penclacwydd 

& 

00 

♦— > 
o 

o 

Penclacwydd 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  10th 
Apr.  10th 

Geliy 

Ynyshir 

Oct.  Is' 

Skomer 

BRECON 

May  3rd 

Y  Gors 

Sept.  19th 

Llangorse 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

DENBIGH 

Apr.  13d1 
Apr.  19th 
Apr.  29th 

RSPB  Conwy 

Llyn  Penrhyn 

Wrexham  Industrial  Estate 

Sept.  27th 

Bardsey 
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Counts  of  passage  birds:  79  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Apr.  2nd,  85  on  Bardsey  Apr.  30th  and  87  there  on 
May  16th.  98  caught  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  in  the  autumn. 

REED  WARBLER  A.  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

Systematic  counts  for  some  counties:  GLAMORGAN:  37  singing  males  at  Kenfig  on  July  16th,  50+ 
at  Pant  y  sais  June  17th  and  22  at  Rhymney  Estuary;  CARMARTHEN:  32  singing  males  at 
Penclacwydd;  CAERNARFON:  12  pairs  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB;  ANGLESEY:  1 12  territories  recorded 
at  Valley  Lakes  RSPB. 


Passage  146  caught  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  in  autumn.  Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each 


county: 

Earliest 


Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  25th 

Corns  Llanwem 

Oct.  9th 

Lisvane  Res. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  5th 

East  Aberthaw 

Oct.  13th 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  9th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  19th 

Penclacwydd 

Oct.  8th 

Penclacwydd 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  24th 

Ynyshir 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  15* 

Bardsey 

Oct.  18th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  24th 

Llyn  Dinam 

FLINT 

Apr.  28th 

Gronant 

2000 :  error  in  the  2000  report,  220  at  Witchett  Pool,  CARMARTHEN  should  have  been  20. 

SUBALPEVE  WARBLER  Sylvia  ccmtillcms*  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

A  female  Skokholm  Apr.  2nd  -  8th  and  a  1st  winter  male  there  Nov.  3rd. 

D  ARTFORD  WARBLER  S.  undata  *  TELOR  DAR  TFORD 

At  least  three  pairs  bred  in  GLAMORGAN.  Singles  were  also  recorded  at  Crymlyn  Burrows  Apr.  8th 
and  a  male  at  Rickets  Head,  PEMBROKE  Feb.  1 8th  -  20th. 

BARRED  WARBLER  S.  nisoria  *  TELOR  RHESOG 

Three  records  of  singles  in  PEMBROKE,  at  Skokholm  Sept.  1st  -  2nd,  a  1st  winter  on  Ramsey  Oct.  30th 
-  Nov.  5lh  and  at  Porth  Clais  Nov.  13th  -  14th. 

LESSER  WHITETHRO AT  5.  curruca  LL  WYDFRON  FA  CH 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  13th 

GLWR  GoldclifT  &  Collister  Pill 

Sept.  22nd 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  28* 

Cardiff  Bay  &  Lambey  Way 

Sept.  27* 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  25* 
Apr.  18* 
Apr.  24* 

Eg.  Nun.  Res.  &  Port  Eynon 
Penclacwydd 

Skomer 

Nov.  2nd 

Skokholm 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  25* 

RSPB  Conwy 

Oct.  29* 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

FLINT 

Apr.  24* 
Apr.  27* 

Llyn  Llywenan 

Point  of  Air  (6) 

Aug.  27* 

Point  of  Air 

Breeding  information:  5  singing  males  at  Penclacwydd  and  at  3  other  sites  in  CARMARTHEN,  from 
10  sites  in  PEMBROKE,  from  9  sites  in  BRECON  and  from  14  sites  on  ANGLESEY. 
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WHITETHRO AT  S.  communis  LL  WYDFRON 

Large  counts  received  were:  in  PEMBROKE  100  on  Skomer  May  2nd,  cl 00  teritories  on  the  Castle 
Martin  Range  and  a  total  of  102  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  16th. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  13th 

GLWR  Goldcliff 

Sept.  22nd 

Collister  Pill 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  12th 

Hendre  Lake  (2) 

Sept.  23rd 

E.  Aberthaw 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  21st 
Apr.  23rd 

Eglwys  Nunudd  Res. 

Sept.  10th 

Margam  Moors  (2) 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  14th 

Skomer 

Oct.  28th 

Ramsey  (3) 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

May  14th 
Apr.  29th 

Ynyshir 

Gian.  Forest 

Oct.  29th 

Llannon 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  22nd 
Apr.  26th 

Bardsey 

The  Range 

Sept.  29th 

Bardsey 

GARDEN  WARBLER.  S.  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDD 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  27th 

Cross  Keys 

Aug.  26th 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  16th 

E.  Aberthaw 

Oct.  13th 

Cwm  Nofydd 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  20th 
Apr.  24th 

Crymlyn  Bog 

Pwllau 

Aug.  9th 

Eglwys  Nunudd  Res. 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  26th 

Caneston 

Oct.  28th 

Ramsey 

BRECON 

Apr.  28th 

Cathedine  &  Llangasty 

Sept.  8th 

Trephillip  Bridge 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  26th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  14th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

FLINT 

Apr.  15th 
Apr.  25th 

Llyn  Parc  Mawr 

Point  of  Air 

Nov.  1st 

Soldier’s  Point 

_  th 

Two  exceptionally  late  records  of  singles  seen  in  PEMBROKE,  at  Skomer  Nov.  16  and  at  Hook  on 
Dec.  7th. 


BLACKCAP  S.  atricapilla  TELOR  PENDDU 

Only  wintering  records  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  species,  the  table  below  gives  totals  for 
each  month,  for  each  county: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 


Nov.  Dec. 


GWENT  16 

E.  GLAMORGAN  10 

GOWER  2 

CARMARTHEN  1 

PEMBROKE  2 

CEREDIGION  7 

BRECON 

MONTGOMERY  1 

CAERNAREON  9 

ANGLESEY  8 

CLWYD  4 


9 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 


4  1 

4  2 

4  7 


1 

2 

11 

1 

3 

9 

3 


6 

9 

9 

3 
5 

4 

2 

5 

5 


2000  CLWYD  4 


4 


Large  counts  of  migrants  included  84  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  at  the  end  of  April,  40  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  May  2nd  &  13th  and  in  autumn  23  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  14th. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  inornatus*  TELOR  AELFELYN 

All  records  were  of  singles:  in  PEMBROKE  at  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  on  Oct.  10th,  Porthsychan  on 
the  13th,  Porth  Clais  13th  -  21st,  Martin’s  Haven  14th  and  Nine  Wells  19th  -  20th.  In  CAERNARFON 
on  the  Great  Orme  Sept.  22nd  -23rd  with  a  different  individual  there  on  the  26th,  in  Porth  Meudwy  on 
Sept.  23rd,  on  Bardsey  on  Sept.  22nd,  different  individuals  on  the  24th,  26th  and  in  October  on  the  13th, 
18*  and  19th.  On  ANGLESEY  a  single  at  South  Stack  on  Oct.  22nd. 
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WOOD  WARBLER  Ph.  sibilatrix 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


TELOR  YCOED 


Earliest 

Latest 

Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  30th 

Ystrad  /  Llwynpa 

Sept.  Is' 

Nant  y  fyllon 

GOWER 

Apr.  28th 

Dyffryn 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  22nd 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

Apr.  28th 

Glanusk  Forest 

Aug.  26th 

Sennybridge  school 

CAERNARFON 

May  Is' 

Betws  y  Coed 

ANGLESEY 

May  7th 

Baron  Hill 

DENBIGH 

May  5th 

Rhydtalog 

CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybitci  SIFF-SAFF 

Summary  of  wintering  records  by  month  and  county: 


Jan. 


GWENT  2 

E.  GLAMORGAN  1 

GOWER  3 

CARMARTHEN  5 

PEMBROKE  6 

CEREDIGION 
MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERNARFON  3 

ANGLESEY  1 

CLWYD  .  3 

2000  CLWYD  1 


Feb.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  5 

2  3 

4 

5  11  11 

1 

2 

2  5 

2  4  4 

5 

2  8 


The  largest  concentrations  of  wintering  individuals  was  at  Cydweli  Quay,  CARMARTHEN  where 
there  were  5  on  Jan.  20th  and  4  on  Dec.  26th,  and  at  Monks  Haven  PEMBROKE  5  on  Feb.  18th  and  9 
on  Dec.  30th. 

Individuals  showing  the  characteristics  of  tristis  were  seen  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  Nov.  1st  -  4th, 
Dec.  8th  &  12th;  in  CAERNARFON  at  Bardsey  Apr.  12th  and  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Nov.  17th  -  18th, 
Dec.  10th  and  2  on  Dec.  1 1th.  One  also  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  23rd. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Ph.  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HELYG 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  30th 

Abergaveney 

Sept.  14th 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Mar.  27th 

Kenfig 

Sept.  23,d 

NantyfTyllon  (2) 

GOWER 

Mar.  27th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Oct.  4th 

Swansea  Enterprise  Park 

CARMARTHEN 

Mar.  28th 

Penclacwydd 

Oct.  12th 

Penclacwydd 

PEMBROKE 

Mar.  27th 

Skomer 

Oct.  21st 

Ramsey 

CEREDIGION 

Mar.  31st 

Ynyshir 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Apr.  2nd 

Trefeddan 

CAERNARFON 

Mar.  22nd 

Bardsey 

Oct.  13th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Mar.  28th 

Soldier’s  Point 

Counts  of  passage  in  spring:  influx  in  April  /  May  including  on  the  PEMBROKE  islands,  35  at 
Skokholm  Apr.  2nd,  45  there  on  the  25th,  40  on  Skomer  Apr.  2nd,  50  there  on  the  1 1th  and  250  on  the 
12th,  80  on  the  17th,  60  on  the  23rd  120  on  the  25th  and  400  on  May  2nd.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON 
204  on  Apr.,  2nd,  150  on  the  26th  and  465  on  the  30th. 

In  autumn,  100+  were  counted  on  Ramsey  on  Aug.  24th,  on  Bardsey,  150  on  July  30th  &  Aug.  23rd  and 
350  on  the  next  day. 

GOLDCREST  Reguliis  regulus  DRYW  EURBEN 

Large  counts  included  30  at  Rhiwlas,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  22nd,  on  ANGLESEY  16  at  South  Stack 
on  Apr.  17th  and  30  at  Amlwch  Oct.  28th.  Monthly  max.  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  were  150  in 
March,  97  in  April,  64  in  September  and  85  in  October. 
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FERECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus*  DRYW PENFFLAMGOCH 


Monthly  breakdown  of  records  by  county: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

May  June  July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

1 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

'  4  1 

2 

2 

2 

GOWER 

1 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

PEMBROKE 

I 

11 

3 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

RADNOR 

2 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

2  1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

Bardsey 

1 

5  1  1 

2 

22 

ANGLESEY 

3 

1 

CLWYD 

1 

1 

- 

The  June  records  from  RADNOR  were  of  2  males  at  Presteigne  on  the  12th. 

SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  Muscicapci  striata  GWYBEDOG  MANNOG 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

May  10th 

Penallt  Old  Church 

Aug.  16th 

Newport  Civic  Centre 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

May  5th 

Cosmeston 

Sept.  9th 

Tir  Founder  Fields,  Cwmbarch  ? 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

May  15th 
May  19th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

Capel  y  Maen 

Sept.  9th 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

PEMBROKE 

May  2nd 

Skokholm  7  Skomer 

Oct.  23rd 

Skokholm 

BRECON 

May  13th 

Pontfaen 

Sept  27th 

Llangasty 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

CLWYD 

Apr.  30th 
'  May  4th 
May  20th 

Bardsey 

Cemaes  Bay 

Loggerheads 

Oct.  24th 

Bardsey 

Large  counts  of  passage  included:  52  attracted  to  the  Bardsey  light  on  May  15th,  100  there  the 
following  night  and  in  autumn,  a  significant  fall  on  Aug.  24th,  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  and 
100+  at  Ramsey,  the  same  day  brought  94  to  Bardsey. 


RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula parva *  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

A  female  /  1st  summer  May  18th  on  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE. 


280 


PIED  FLYCATCHER  F.  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

GLAMORGAN:  At  Coed  y  Bedw  6  nest  boxes  were  occupied;  CARMARTHEN:  14  prs.  Dinefwr 
Park  and  Castle  Woods;  MONTGOMERY:  46  pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  fledged  1 13  young. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  3rd 

Cardiff 

Sept.  25th 

Flatholm 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  7th 
Apr.  3rd 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
Llanddeusant 

Aug.  26th 

Rhosilli 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  13th 
Apr.  3rd 

Clydau 

Ynyshir 

Oct.  13* 

Skomer 

BRECON 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  3rd 
Apr.  14th 

Cwm  Llanwrthwl 

Llanberis 

July  24th 

Danyfan 

ANGLESEY 

DENBIGH 

Apr.  27th 
May  6th 

Bryn  Marian 

Clocaenog  forest 

Sept.  23rd 

The  Range 

BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus  TITW BARFOG 

2  near  Tre’  Ddol,  CEREDIGION  May  2nd  was  the  only  record. 


MARSH  TIT  Pants palustris*  TITWR  WERN 

19-20  pairs  in  the  Dinefwr  Park  /  Broad  Oak  /  Llangarthen  /  Penybanc  /  Capel  Isaac  area, 
CARMARTHEN. 

WILLOW  TIT  Parus  montanus*  TITWR  HELYG 

4-5  pairs  in  the  Dinefwr  Park  /  Broad  Oak  /  Llangarthen  /  Penybanc  /  Capel  Isaac  area, 
CARMARTHEN.  14-15  prs.  at  10  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN. 

BLUE  TIT  Pants  caeruleus  TITW  TOMAS  LAS 

53  occupied  boxes  at  Coed  y  Bedwr  and  30  prs.  at  Castel  Coch,  both  E.  GLAMORGAN. 

GREAT  TIT  Parus  major  TITW MA  WR 

37  occupied  boxes  at  Coed  y  Bedwr  and  20  prs.  at  Ystrad  /  Llwynpia,  both  E.  GLAMORGAN. 

TREE  CREEPER  Certhia familiaris  DRINGWR  BACH 

Out  of  the  ordinary  was  a  single  on  Grassholm,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  13th. 


GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus*  EURYN 

The  only  records  were  of  females  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  May  13th  &  26th. 


RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  La  tints  collurio  *  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  juv.  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  Nov.  1st  -  2nd. 


GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor*  CIGYDD  MA  WR 

All  records  were  of  singles  at:  Twyn  Gwyn,  Pelenna  Forest,  GOWER  Nov.  18th;  in  RADNOR  at 
Abbey  Cwmhir  Nov.  3rd  -8th,  Bwlch  y  Sarnau  Oct.  24th  -  Nov.  20th  and  at  Radnor  Forest  on  Nov.  16th;. 


Crychan,  BRECON  Nov.  28th  (went  SW);  in  DENBIGH  at  Clocaenog  Forest  Jan. 
25th. 


7th  and  Feb.  18th  - 


2000:  additional  record  from  DENBIGH  singles  at  Clocaenog  Forest  Feb.  20th  -  Apr.  1st  and  at  Foel 
Freeh  Mar.  5th  -  Apr.  21st. 


WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  Lanius  senator  *  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

2000:  additional  record  from  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  May  1st. 


MAGPIE  Pica  pica  PIODEN 

Large  counts  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  40  at  Abercwmboi  Lake  Jan.  3rd,  25  at  Cosmeston  Feb. 
1 1th,  28  at  Kenfig  Feb.  19th,  25  at  Lavernock  Sept.  28th  and  28  at  Hendre  Lake  Nov.  1 1th;  in  GOWER 
36  at  Cwmburla  Jan.  2nd  and  24  at  Clyne  Common  Mar.  4th;  32  at  Ffrwdgrech  roost  in  BRECON  Feb. 
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25th;  30+  at  Gresford  Flash,  DENBIGH  Feb.  20th  with  25  there  on  Mar.  19th;  26  at  Tatnam  Farm, 
Ruabon,  FLINT  Dec.  14th  and  33  at  Mold  Mar.  4th. 

JACKDAW 

4000  Britton  Ferry  Bridge,  GOWER  Nov.  13th,  300  at  Pwllau,  Taliaris,  CARMARTHEN  Nov.  2nd,  in 
CEREDIGION  200  at  roost  near  Aberystwyth  Sept.  21st  &  250  Cors  Caron  Dec.  19th  and  510  at  Morfa 
Madryn,  CAERNARFON  Aug.  5th. 


CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocovax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

The  only  breeding  reports  received  were:  in  GLAMORGAN  a  resident  pair  in  the  Ogmore  to  Nash 
Point  area,  2  pairs  on  the  GOWER,  at  Mewslade  and  Pennard;  PEMBROKE:  no  surveys  due  to  Foot 
and  Mouth  restrictions;  CEREDIGION:  15  pairs  bred  at  coastal  sites  with  36  young  reared  from  13 
nests.  Late  winter  flocks  included  20  over  the  Dyfi  estuary  Nov.  1st,  36  in  a  roost  in  the  north  of  the 
county  during  September  and  33  in  the  south.  Interestingly  a  flock  of  10  inland  near  Penrhyncoch 
June  30th;  CAERNARFON:  7  pairs  raised  20  young  at  Bardsey.  Large  groups  included  34  above 
Llanfairfechan  July  29th  and  over  Glaslyn  in  October,  40  on  the  28th  and  38  on  the  29th.  ANGLESEY: 
43  were  counted  on  a  survey  in  February. 

ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

In  GWENT  469  nests  in  the  10  km  squares  ST38/39,  223  at  8  colonies  by  the  A449  and  a  further  1 13 
at  4  sites;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  county  total  of  364  nests,  in  23  rookeries,  max.  44  at  Ogmore 
Down;  in  GOWER,  955  nests  in  59  rookeries  (cf.  1 104  in  61  in  2000);  a  total  of  101  nests  in  10  sites 
in  CLWYD. 

CARRION  CROW  C.  corone  BRAN  DYDDYN 

BOU  have  recently  split  these  two  species  (Carrion  and  Hooded  Crow)  as  of  1st  January  2002. 

Hooded  Crows  C.c.  cornix  were  recorded  as  follows:  Coity  Road,  Bridgend,  GLAMORGAN  Mar. 
17th,  Lower  Twon  Fishguard,  PEMBROKE  Dec.  14th,  Ynys  Talsarnau,  Dwyryd  Est., 
MEIRIONNYDD  Aug.  9th,  Oct.  21st  &  Dec.  9th.  In  CAERNARFON  one  on  Bardsey  since  October 
2000,  present  until  May  26th,  others  there  Mar.  22nd  &  31st  and  May  22nd.  On  the  mainland  at 
Penmachno  May  5lh,  Foryd  Bay  Mar.  1st  &  7th,  Sept.  19th  and  Dec.  2nd.  A  hybrid  there  July  8th,  Sept. 
7th  and  Dec.  3rd.  2  were  present  all  year  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  but  failed  to  breed.  One  came  in 
off  the  sea  at  Point  Lynas  with  7  Carrion  Crows  Apr.  14th  and  a  hybrid  was  seen  at  Llangristiolus  July 
27th.  Finally  a  possible  hybrid  was  in  the  Llangollen  area,  DENBIGH  Feb.  1st. 

2000:  pair  at  Llangollen,  DENBIGH. 
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RAVEN  C.  corax  CIGFRAN 

Large  congregations  included  218  at  the  Blaen  Caniad  roost,  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  3rd  and  the 
Newborough  Forest  roost,  ANGLESEY  held  1,200  on  Dec.  1st.  The  only  other  large  flock  reported 
was  of  90  at  Nant  Ffrancon,  CAERNARFON  July  30th. 

ST  A  RLIN  G  Sturnus  vulgaris  DR  UD  WEN 

Some  large  flocks  recorded  were  as  follows:  in  GLAMORGAN:  12,000  at  Canton  Feb.  12th,  6,000  at 
Kenfig  Oct.  29th,  14,000  at  the  Fffadgrech  roost  Jan.  14th,  10,000  Britton  Ferry  Nov.  12th,  4,500  at 
Pilton  Oct.  27th;  15,000  at  RSPB  Conwy  roost,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  23rd  with  50,000  there  on  Nov. 
21st;  on  ANGLESEY  10,000  at  Llyn  Llywenan  Jan.  13th,  6,500  Llanfwrog  Oct.  25th  and  4,800  flew 
west  over  South  Stack  in  1  hour  Nov.  3rd. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  S.  roseus*  DRUDWEN  WRJDOG 

2001:  Adult  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  June  17th,  a  juv.  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  Oct.  6th  and 
an  adult  at  Cemlyn  Bay,  ANGLESEY  June  9  were  the  only  accepted  records. 

2000:  additional  record  of  an  adult  at  St.  David’s,  PEMBROKE  June  20th  -  21st. 

HOUSE  SPARROW  Passer  domesticus  ADERYN  Y  TO 

Large  flocks,  over  80  included:  80+  at  Landsdowne  Hope,  Canton,  GLAMORGAN  in  both  winter 
periods  and  90  at  Seaway  Parade,  Baglan  Bay  Aug.  1st;  80  at  Cradoc,  BRECON  in  August  & 
September,  200  at  Tredomen  July  22nd  and  100+  at  Ffostyll  Aug.  28th;  80  at  Morfa  Bychan, 
CAERNARFON  July  27th  and  88  in  Bangor  Sept.  7th. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus*  GOLFAN  YMYNYDD 

GWENT:  a  flock  of  14  adults  &  juveniles  were  at  Dingestow  on  July  15  .  Otherwise  one’s  or  two’s 
noted  at  7  sites  -  no  other  breeding  records;  in  GLAMORGAN  4  prs.  bred  in  a  nest  box  scheme  at 
Monkton,  20+  at  Pendoylan  Moors  Oct.  21st  and  small  numbers  (less  than  5)  at  2  other  sites;  no 
breeding  records  in  PEMBROKE,  max.  5  at  Upper  Haythog  Feb.  3rd,  10  other  records  (including  4 
from  Skomer).  30  prs  bred  in  BRECON,  17  of  which  were  known  to  be  successful.  Large  counts 
included  20  at  Waun-y-mynach  Feb.  18th,  70  at  Derw  Park  Dec.  9th,  50  at  Manest  Court  Dec.  12th  and 
25  at  Waun-y-mynach  Nov.  10  .  A  Tree  x  House  hybrid  was  noted  at  Danyfan. 

In  CAERNARFON,  small  numbers  reported  from  feeders  at  Betws  y  coed  and  migrants  on  Bardsey, 
one  on  Apr.  27th  and  4  on  May  3rd.  10  were  recorded  at  Wilpol,  ANGLESEY  May  9th,  7  there  on  July 
7th  and  2  at  the  Braint  estuary  Dec.  3 1st. 

Large  flocks  in  DENBIGH  included  15  at  Burton  Meadow  Jan.  5th,  20  there  Nov.  18th  and  40-50  there 
Dec.  7th. 


CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

Large  flocks  in  the  first  winter  period  included:  200  at  Darweonno,  GLAMORGAN  Feb.  4th,  250  at 
Bronbil  Valley,  GOWER  Jan.  10th,  100  at  Trecwn,  PEMBROKE  Feb.  5th  and  200  at  Tremeirchion, 
FLINT  Feb.  16th. 


Autumn  passage  was  noted  in  PEMBROKE,  Oct.  12th  -  Nov.  19m,  with  a  total  of  347  at  Strumble 


■vth 


Head  and  356  from  Skomer;  222  counted  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Sept.  23rd  and  293  on  Oct. 


28th,  2,000+  were  counted  passing  over  Great  Orme,  Nov.  13™  -  28m,  max.  750  on  Oct.  27w;  4,821 
were  counted  moving  through  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  17th  -  Nov.  11th,  max.  1,135  on  Nov. 


7th. 


>rd 


Large  flocks  in  the  second  winter  period  included:  3  flocks  totalling  390  at  Dingestow,  GWENT  in 
December,  200  at  Lavernock,  GLAMORGAN  Sept.  22nd,  25th  &  Nov.  24th  and  500  at  Margam  Park 
Dec.  29th  and  in  BRECON  300  at  Llanhamlach  /  Scethrog  Dec.  15th. 
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BRAMBLING  F.  montifringillci  PINC  Y MYNYDD 

Small  numbers  in  the  first  winter  period,  max.  was  18  at  Plas  Gwyn,  CAERNARFON  Apr.  23rd. 
Autumn  passage  noted  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  total  of  45  there  Oct.  13th  -  Dec.  20th,  max.  15 
on  Nov.  1st,  a  total  of  80  on  Skomer  during  the  same  period,  max.  22  on  Nov.  1st,  a  total  of  52  on  the 
Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  13th  -  28th,  max.  22  on  the  last  date  and  a  total  of  72  at  South 
Stack,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  17th  -  Nov.  3rd,  max.  23  on  Nov.  1st. 

Large  flocks  in  the  second  winter  period  included  15-20  at  Llanhamlach,  BRECON  Dec.  16th  -  31st 
and  20  at  Tremeirchion,  FLINT  Dec.  16th. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

Counts  of  over  100  were:  in  GWENT  250  at  Black  Rock  Jan.  6th,  150  at  Magor  Feb.  24th  and  150  at 
GLWR  Goldcliff  Aug.  3rd;  in  GLAMORGAN  100+  over  on  Flatholm  in  an  hour  Sept.  26th,  100  at 
Lavernock  Sept.  25th,  100+  roosting  at  Kenfig  Oct.  21st,  150  at  Aberthaw  Oct.  28th  and  130  at  Kenfig 
Nov.  30th;  100  in  Pembrey  harbour,  CARMARTHEN  Nov.  3rd;  200  at  Freshwater  West,  PEMBROKE 
Jan.  20th;  100+  at  Ffradgrech  roost,  BRECON  Jan.  14th;  100+  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve, 
MONTGOMERY  Jan.  7th  &  Feb.  8th;  in  CAERNARFON  423  at  Bardsey  Oct.  28th  and  a  total  of  400 
passing  through  the  Great  Orme  Oct.  13th  -  28th,  max.  1 10  on  the  27th. 

GOLDFINCH  C.  carduelis  NICO 

Flocks  of  over  200  included:  220  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  Sept.  26th;  250  at  Ogmore  Down, 
GLAMORGAN  Aug.  1st,  402  over  Aberthaw  /  Gileston  Sept.  23rd  and  500  passing  over  Lavernock  in 
one  hour  Sept.  23rd  &  28th;  200  at  Usk  Res.  BRECON  Sept.  2nd  &  16th,  400  at  Blwch  Sept.  27th;  200  at 
Felinfach,  CEREDIGION  Sept.  20th;  300  at  Greenfields  Valley,  FLINT  Sept.  29th. 

SISKIN  C.  spurns  PILA  GWYRDD 

Flocks  of  over  100  included:  100  at  Tintern  &  150  at  Wentwood  in  GWENT  Feb.  25th,  200  at  Castel 
Coch,  GLAMORGAN  and  200  at  Cwm  Dimbath  Feb.  23rd,  100  at  Cwm  Irfon,  BRECON  Jan.  26th, 
100+  at  Llanelltyd,  MEIRIONNYDD  Jan.  15th  and  in  CAERNARFON  200  at  Coedty  Res.  Jan.  2nd, 
200  at  Gwydyr  Forest  Feb.  15th.  200+  were  at  Wrexham  Industrial  Estate,  DENBIGH  Feb.  16th,  100+ 
there  on  Oct.  25th  and  40-200  were  along  the  Dee  Valley  at  Garth  -  Glyndyfrdwy. 

LINNET  C.  cannabina  LLINOS 

Sizeable  flocks  included:  200  GLWR  Collister  Pill,  GWENT  July  22nd;  250  at  Aberthaw, 
GLAMORGAN  Oct.  28th,  400  at  Lavernock  Oct.  15th,  220  at  Gileston  Oct.  12th;  800  in  maize  stubble, 
Freshwater  West,  PEMBROKE  Jan.  20th,  250  at  Mwnt,  CEREDIGION  Sept.  4th;  300  at  Contyplyfyn, 
BRECON  Sept.  14th,  500  at  Llanhamlech  Sept.  21st;  250  at  Gronant,  FLINT  Dec.  31st. 

Passage  noted  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  where  monthly  max.  were  351  in  April,  244  in  May,  300 
in  August,  623  in  September  and  258  in  October.  A  total  of  442  were  counted  passing  through  South 
Stack,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  17th  -  Nov.  3rd,  max.  135  on  the  last  date. 

TWITE  C.  flavirostris*  LUNOS  Y MYNYDD 

All  records  were:  5  at  Wye  at  Newhouse,  GWENT  Dec.  30th  -  31st;  a  single  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  Nov.  11th;  CAERNARFON:  A  flock  of  18-19  at  Llanfairfechan  Apr.  3rd- 1 3th  rising  to 
28  on  the  15th,  then  19  on  the  23rd  and  7  on  the  29th.  There  were  singles  at  Parc  Drysgol  on  Jan.  20th, 
at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Apr.  28,h-29th  and  on  Bardsey  on  May  3rd.  In  the  breeding  season  there  was  one 
near  Llyn  Ogwen  on  June  22nd,  two  on  Tryfan,  one  in  Cwm  Idwal  and  one  at  Llyn  Ogwen  on  July 
31s1  and  two  at  Trefan  on  Aug.  5th.  Small  numbers,  max.  5,  were  recorded  at  Glan-y-mor  Elias, 
Llanfairfechan  from  Oct.  6th  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  there  were  c.  12  at  Glan-y-mor  Isaf  on  Nov. 
24th  and  three  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  8th;  ANGLESEY:  There  were  ten  at  Abermenai  Point  on  Jan.  14th, 
with  singles  at  the  Alaw  estuary  on  the  16th  and  at  The  Range  on  the  18th.  In  the  second  winter  period 
there  were  twelve  at  South  Stack  on  Oct.  24th,  8  at  Abermenai  Point  on  Dec.  31st  and  one  at  Red 
Wharf  Bay  on  Dec.  31st;  6  at  Pensam,  DENBIGH  Dec.  6th  and  3  at  Kinmel  Bay  on  Dec.  30th. 
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Counts  from  FLINT  included: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Bagillt  Bank 

85 

60 

65 

1 

22 

50 

67 

Oakenholt 

60 

70 

Flint  Castle 
Connah’s  Quay 

65 

50 

30 

60 

63 

Point  of  Air 

18 

2000  Bagillt  Bank 

50 

13 

4 

63 

LESSER  REDPOLL  C.  cabaret  LLINOS  BENGOCH 

Large  counts  were:  150  Forest  Coal  Pit  Nov.  20th,  GWENT;  in  GLAMORGAN  40  Lisvane  Res.  Jan. 
7th,  45  Mynydd  Bach  Jan.  26th,  50  Castell  Coch  February  &  March,  40  Aberavon  Feb.  4th,  35 
Cwmbach  Oct.  4th  and  50  Quakers  Yard  onOct.  10th;  in  BRECON  30  Llyn  Briniog  Aug.  23rd  aqnd  80 
at  Trellech  Mar.  3rd;  2  flocks  of  50-60  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  in  December;  45  Gwydyr  Forest, 
CAERNARFON  Jan.  4th. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

Breeding  records:  in  GWENT  a  pair  with  juv.  Tredegar  June  7  ,  20+  inc.  juvs,  Wentwood  in  July;  in 
CEREDIGION  bred  near  Eisteddfa  Gurig,  young  seen  in  February,  1  pr  with  5y  at  Pontrhydyfen  Sept. 
8th;  in  BRECON  4  prs.  Glasfynydd  Forest,  20  seen  there  including  several  juvs.  Apr.  16th,  4  prs. 
Trail wn,  2-3  prs.  Penybont  and  Crychan,  single  territorial  males  Crychan,  Sugar  Loaf,  Cwm  Irfon;  20 
juv.  near  Llyn  Elsi,  CAERNARFON  May  28th;  20+  including  juvs.  Clocaenog,  DENBIGH  June  6th. 

Large  counts,  over  30:  30  Llanafan  July  21st,  CEREDIGION,  30  at  Llwyn  -  On  Res.  BRECON  July 
8th,  44  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  May  25th  and  26  Lake  Vyrnwy,  MONTGOMERY  in  April. 
CAERNARFON:  There  were  15  in  the  Hafna  area  of  Gwydyr  Forest  on  Jan.  18th,  a  flock  of  38  near 
Llyn  Elsi  on  May  28th  included  at  least  20  juveniles,  suggesting  a  good  breeding  season.  20  at  Llyn  y 

« I.  iL 

Parc  on  Sept.  29  and  88  Gwydyr  forest  on  July  24  ,  with  many  records  of  smaller  numbers. 

Singles  were  recorded  on  Bardsey  on  Sept.  23rd  and  Oct.  12th;  ANGLESEY:  passage  noted  at  South 
Stack,  one  on  June  10th,  with  two  on  Oct.  7th,  10  here  on  22nd,  40  on  26th,  6  on  the  27th  and  one  on  the 
28th,  9  on  Nov.  1st  and  at  least  22  on  2nd  There  were  also  6  at  Soldier’s  Point  on  Nov.  5th.  At 
Newborough  Forest  there  were  many  records  from  Aug.  2nd  to  the  end  of  the  year,  with  max.  counts 
of  79  on  Nov.  16th,  60  around  the  car  park  at  the  Malltraeth  end  on  Nov.  15th  with  50  here  on  the  22nd 
and  40  on  the  east  side  of  the  forest  on  Dec.  31st.  At  Pentraeth  Forest  there  were  35  on  July  23rd,  with 
smaller  numbers  recorded  up  to  Nov.  26  .  Birds  were  also  regular  at  Llyn  Cefni  from  July  2  to  Dec. 
31st,  max.  15  on  Sept.  2nd  and  c.  20  on  Nov.  2nd.  There  was  a  flock  of  c.  30  at  Ger-y-parc,  Brynteg  on 
Aug.  8th,  with  c.  20  here  on  Oct.  26th. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythinus*  LLINOS  GOCH 

3  juvs.  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  11th  and  a  juv.  at  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  Sept.  26th  were 
the  only  accepted  records. 

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  COCH  Y  BERLLAN 

One  of  the  paler  northern  race  was  observed  at  Carreg-y-Garth,  Rhiwlas,  CAERNARFON  Nov.  3re. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes*  GYLFINBRAFF 

In  GWENT  several  pairs  and  3  nests  were  found  in  May.  Counts  of  6  at  Bargain  Wood,  Tintem  Apr. 
25th  and  a  pair  at  Little  Oak,  Wentwood  May  25th.  In  GLAMORGAN  3  were  at  Tair  Onnen  Jan.  24m, 

4  there  on  Feb.  9th,  2  on  the  12th  and  one  on  the  14th.  2  at  Fforest  Fawr  Apr.  11th,  singles  at  Castel 
Coch  Feb.  21st,  Fedw  Fawr  May  7th  and  Lavernock  Oct.  14th;  at  Llandovery,  CARMARTHEN  one  on 
Jan.  19th,  20  in  the  20th  and  a  single  May  25th;  one  in  Aberarth,  CEREDIGION  mid  February; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Survey  for  this  species  continued  in  the  Dolgellau  area,  with  a  minimum  of  fifteen 
pairs  being  located  during  the  breeding  season,  foot  and  mouth  restrictions  preventing  the  discovery  of 
more.  Ten  pairs  were  found  in  the  same  wood,  with  two  nests  being  located  here,  a  female  watched 
sitting  on  one  on  June  1st.  Monitoring  of  the  two  known  roosts  continued,  with  a  maximum  count  of 
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61  being  made  at  Dolgellau  during  August.  The  highest  count  during  the  first  winter  period  was  of  56 
at  the  Coed  y  Brenin  roost  in  January,  with  52  here  during  October.  At  least  15  were  in  Llanelltyd 
Churchyard  on  Dec.  30th;  CAERNARFON:  There  were  eight  at  Caerhun  on  Feb.  24tJ1  and  two  at 
Llanbedr-y-Cennin  on  Feb.  24th,  with  a  max.  of  4  here  in  March  and  4  on  May  5th.  There  were 
singles  on  Bardsey  on  Mar.  28th  and  Apr.  30th  and  the  species  was  also  recorded  from  Llyn  Syberi; 
single  Clocaenog  Forest,  DENBIGH  Feb.  20th. 

2000:  additional  records  from  CLWYD,  6  at  Stannage  Park  Mar.  8th,  8  there  on  Dec.  8th  and  one 
Presteigne  Mar.  10th. 


LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus*  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  Marloes  Beach,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  10th  and  one  Gann  18th;  in  CAERNARFON  at 
Bardsey  Sept.  23rd,  Oct.  1st  and  2  on  Oct.  28th,  singles  at  Great  Orme  Sept.  23rd  &  29th,  Oct.  19th  & 
28th;  one  Cemlyn,.  ANGLESEY  Nov.  15th. 

2000:  CLWYD  Gwaenysgor  Nov.  11th. 


SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophencix  nivalis *  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

The  table  below  summarises  the  monthly  occurrence  for  each  county. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GOWER 

1 

PEMBROKE 

1 

12 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

1 

BRECON 

3 

CAERNARFON 

3 

41 

2 

1 

7 

3 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

5 

4 

CLWYD 

18 

7 

7 

1 

7 

Inland  records:  2  males  at  Com  Ddu  Nov.  15th  and  a  1st  winter  male  Drygan  Fach  Nov.  16th, 
BRECON  and  in  CAERNARFON  1  over  Moel  y  Ci  Jan.  29th  and  40  on  Foel  Grach  Feb.  17th. 


Flocks  along  the  CLWYD  coast  included  in  DENBIGH,  10  Kinmel  Bay  Jan.  3rd  (7  on  the  17lh)  and  7 
Llanddulas  /  Pensam  Feb.  18th  -  Mar.  26th  and  8  Gronant,  FLINT  Jan.  1st. 
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2000:  additional  records  from  along  the  CLWYD  coast:  in  DENBIGH,  max.  of  34  at  Llanddulas  Jan. 
25th  -  Mar.  22nd,  45  at  Pensarn  Jan.  14th,  20  there  until  Mar.  22nd  and  5  Pensarn  Nov.  30th.  In  FLINT 
34  at  Gronant  Jan.  27th  until  Feb.  28th  (3  on  Mar.  18th),  31  at  Point  of  Air  Jan.  7th,  singles  Feb  21st, 
Mar.  7th  &  Oct.  24th. 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  MELYN  YR  EITHIN 

The  only  large  flocks  reported  were:  from  BRECON  80+  at  Brecon,  75+  at  Penorth  Dec.  12th  -  26th 
and  50  at  Talybont;  230  Llanilar,  CEREDIGION  Dec.  5th;  25  Aberthaw  Nov.  12th. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  E.  hortulcmci *  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

2001:  single  at  Lavernock  Point,  GLAMORGAN  Sept.  15th. 

2000:  single  at  Lavernock  Point  Sept.  8th  &  10th. 

REED  BUNTING  E.  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

GWENT:  40  GLWR,  Goldcliff,  GWENT  Oct.  28th;  in  GLAMORGAN  57  Maesteg  Cemetery  Dec. 
3 1st  and  29  over  Kenfig  River  Aug.  26th;  40  Heathfield  GP,  PEMBROKE  Jan.  28th. 

Very  large  roost  was  discovered  in  December  at  Mynydd  Gam  Coch,  GOWER  241  were  counted  on 
the  9th,  373  on  14th  and  525  on  the  15th. 

BLACK  HEADED  BUNTING  E.melcmocephala *  BRAS  PENDDU 

2001:  Males  recorded  at  Freshwater  West,  PEMBROKE  May  16th  and  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  May 
18th  -  20th. 

2000:  Male  at  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  June  25th  -  28th. 

1994:  Male,  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  May  8th. 

LITTLE  BUNTING  E.  pusillci  BRAS  LLEIAF 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  single  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  1 1th. 

CORN  BUNTING  Milana  calandra  *  BRAS  YR  YD 

Male  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  2  males,  possibly  2  others  Shotwick  July  23rd  -  26th.  FLINT. 


287 


GREY  CATBIRD  -  SOUTH  STACK,  OCTOBER  2002  -  NEW  TO  WALES 


After  a  good  start  to  the  autumn,  finding  a  Baird's  Sandpiper  on  the  Alaw  Estuary  and  an  excellent  passage  of 
sea-birds  including  Long-tailed  Skuas  and  Sabine’s  Gulls  off  Point  Lynas  in  early  September,  tilings  went  very 
quiet,  with  migrants  very  hard  to  find. 

The  Plantation,  a  small  stand  of  conifers  with  a  few  Hawthorns  and  Elders,  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  inland 
from  South  Stack  is  a  site  I  have  visited  regularly  for  over  20  years.  In  the  past  I  have  found  Pallas’s  and  Barred 
Warblers,  Red-breasted  Flycatchers  and  a  host  of  commoner  migrants  here.  In  spring  and  autumn  I  try7  to  visit  it 
as  often  as  possible  and  in  2001  I  had  worked  it  daily  from  August  with  very  little  reward,  a  Pied  Flycatcher 
being  the  best  bird  throughout  August  &  September. 

The  of  October  dawned  with  a  bright  sky  and  a  SW  wind,  as  this  had  been  the  prominent  wind  for  the  past 
week  I  thought  I  might  start  the  day  with  a  sea-w'atch.  After  descending  the  lighthouse  steps  at  South  Stack  I 
settled  in  for  a  good  passage  ?  Thirty  minutes  had  elapsed  during  which  time  I  had  seen  a  single  Manx 
Shearwater.  I  began  wondering  why  I  was  sitting  here  looking  at  an  empty  sea,  fifteen  minutes  later  I  was  in  the 
Plantation.  Things  didn’t  improve  here  either,  I  had  worked  the  site  from  top  to  bottom  and  after  45  minutes 
hadn’t  seen  a  single  bird.  Then  at  0900  hours  a  movement  caught  my  eye  in  the  hawthorns  at  the  top  end,  I  set 
up  my  scope  and  there  it  was,  a  flipping  Goldcrest !  As  I  zoomed  in  on  it  another  bird  began  to  emerge  from  the. 
scrub,  black  crowm  and  eye,  the  rest  of  the  plumage  blue-grey,  a  GREY  CATBIRD  !!!!  I  held  my  breath  as  if 
not  to  disturb  it  (  I  was  about  100  yards  away  and  even  if  I  was  dancing  a  jig  it  wouldn’t  have  seen  me).  It 
disappeared  but  quickly  popped  out  again  making  its  way  along  the  low  scrub.  I  tried  to  remain  calm  as  it 
played  hide  and  seek  with  me,  then  panic,  a  Sparrowhawk  flashed  into  the  scrub.  The  Catbird  saw  it  before  I 
did  and  performed  a  disappearing  act.  I  waited  another  few  minutes  but  knowing  that  others  would  like  the 
chance  to  see  it  I  made  a  dash  for  the  phone. 

Unfortunately  only  four  members  of  the  local  RSPB  staff  at  South  Stack  saw  it  again  before  it  flew  across  the 
field  into  dense  gorse.  It  remained  hidden  in  the  enclosed  compound  and  with  the  weather  rapidly  deteriorating 
in  the  afternoon,  very  few  if  any  saw'  it  before  dark.  The  next  day  it  w;as  seen  at  close  quarters  under  foot  or 
briefly  in  flight  by  the  few  that  braved  the  gorse  bushes  but  it  was  missed  by  many  more.  I  was  unable  to  spend 
much  time  at  the  site  over  the  next  couple  of  days  but  presume  a  similar  pattern  occurred  ? 

Later  in  the  month  I  found  a  Yellow-browed  Warbler  at  the  Plantation  plus  a  good  passage  of  Crossbills,  three 
Ring  Ouzels  and  on  November  1st  a  Red-backed  Shrike.  It  just  goes  to  show  that  if  you  work  an  area  regularly 
and  look  at  every  bird  in  every  bush  you  never  know  what  might  be  lurking  beneath  ?  Never  give  up,  even  on 
bad  days  ! 


Ken  Croft 
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ABSTRACT 

This  is  the  first  assessment  of  the  population 
status  of  bird  in  Wales.  The  listing  criteria  are 
based  on  global  conservation  status,  historical 
population  declines,  recent  population 
declines  (both  in  numbers  and  range), 
European  and  UK  conservation  status, 
breeding  rarity,  localised  distribution  and  the 
international  importance  of  populations.  We 
have  assessed  the  population  status  of  221 
species  in  Wales.  27  (cl 2%)  were  placed  on 
the  Red  list,  69  (c3 1%)  on  the  Amber  list,  and 
125  species  (c57%)  on  the  Green  list. 

This  assessment  has  been  fully  endorsed  by 
the  Countryside  Council  for  Wales  (CCW), 
Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds 
(RSPB)  and  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society 
(WOS). 


INTRODUCTION 

The  recently  published  paper  “The  population  status  of  birds  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Channel  Islands 
and  Isle  of  Man:  an  analysis  of  conservation  concern  2002-2007”  (BB95:4 10-448)  provides  an 
assessment  of  the  status  of  UK  birds  and  is  designed  to  help  guide  conservation  priorities  in  the  UK 
between  2002  and  2007.  In  this  paper,  the  authors  acknowledge  that  with  devolution  there  may  be  a 
requirement  for  individual  country  lists,  to  identify  the  population  status  in  those  countries.  However, 
they  also  identified  that  these  individual  country  lists  needed  to  be  hierarchical  in  nature  so  that 
Global,  European  and  UK  priorities  are  overlaid  upon  species’  priorities  within  countries.  The 
population  status  of  birds  in  Wales  aims  to  meet  this  requirement  and  is  intended  to  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  other  factors  (eg  legal  frameworks  for  the  conservation  of  species)  to  set  bird 
conservation  priorities  for  Wales. 

If  further  information  on  the  methods  used  in  this  assessment  are  required  then  a  fuller  explanation 
of  these  can  be  found  in  the  UK  paper. 

SPECIES  LIST 

This  assessment  included  all  those  species  on  the  Welsh  list  (Thorpe  2002),  excluding  species  which 
occur  solely  as  vagrants  (considered  by  the  ‘British  Birds’  Rarities  Committee);  scarce  migrants 
(considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  and/or  listed  by  Fraser  et  al  1997,  1999,  2000);  and  species 
introduced  by  man,  either  deliberately  or  accidentally,  which  have  established  self-sustaining 
breeding  population  (listed  as  Category  ‘C’  species  by  the  British  Ornithologist’s  Union  (BOU),  but 
including  native  re-introductions). 

In  addition,  we  have  included  any  Globally  threatened  species  (Birdlife  International  2000)  that  has 
occurred  in  Wales  in  each  of  the  past  25  years.  This  criterion  was  designed  to  allow  the  possibility  of 
taking  effective  conservation  measures  for  the  world’s  most  threatened  species,  whilst  excluding 
those  species  that,  even  if  they  occur  occasionally  as  vagrants,  could  not  be  effectively  targeted  for 
conservation  in  Wales. 
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The  assessment  is  based  almost  totally  on  full  species,  rather  that  sub-species,  races  or  distinct 
geographical  populations.  However,  reference  is  made  to  two  races  of  White-fronted  Goose  that 
occur  in  Wales. 

METHODS 

LISTING  CRITERIA 

Eight  criteria  have  been  used  in  this  assessment.  We  used  the  seven  quantitative  criteria  used  in  the 
UK  paper  to  determine  population  status.  These  criteria  assess  the  population  status  of  species  in 
Wales  based  on  global  conservation  status,  historical  population  decline,  recent  population  decline 
(numbers  and  geographical  range),  European  conservation  status,  breeding  rarity,  localised 
distribution,  and  international  importance.  However,  one  additional  criteria,  UK  conservation  status, 
has  been  included.  Also,  the  qualifying  criteria  for  breeding  rarity,  localised  distribution,  and 
international  importance  have  been  modified/redefined  to  reflect  the  size  of  Wales  (i.e.  thresholds 
have  been  reduced  by  90%  because  Wales  accounts  for  10%  of  the  UK’s  land  surface). 

‘Recent  decline’  is  taken  to  refer  to  the  last  25  years,  and  we  distinguish  between  rapid  (>  50% 
change  over  this  period)  and  moderate  (25-49.9%)  declines  in  numbers  or  range  to  define  Red-  and 
Amber-listed  species. 

Global  Conservation  Status  (IUCN) 

Qualification:  IUCN  Globally  Threatened:  Critically  Endangered,  Endangered  or  Vulnerable  =  Red 
List 

This  criterion  assesses  the  conservation  status  of  each  species  at  a  global  scale.  In  essence,  it  puts  the 
Welsh  status  of  a  species  into  a  global  context  and  has  been  used  as  an  independent  rationale  for 
judging  national  status. 

We  have  used  the  most  up-to-date  assessment  of  globally  threatened  species,  as  published  in 
Threatened  Birds  of  the  World  (Birdlife  International  2000)  to  identify  Welsh  species  of  global 
conservation  concern. 

Recent  Population  Decline 

Decline  in  breeding  population  (BDp,  BDMp) 

Qualification:  Population  decline  >50%  over  25  years  =  Red  list,  25-49%  over  25  years  =  Amber 
list 

To  determine  the  population  trend  for  each  breeding  species,  we  used  data  from  a  variety  of  survey 
and  monitoring  schemes.  These  included  the  BTO/  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds 
(RSPB))/  JNCC  Breeding  Bird  Survey  (BBS),  the  JNCC/RSPB/  SOTEAG  Seabird  Monitoring 
Programme,  data  from  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  County  Bird  Recording  network,  data 
from  the  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group  and  customised  single-species  surveys,  mostly  conducted  under 
the  statutory  Conservation  Agencies  and  RSPB  Annual  Breeding  Bird  Survey  (SCARABBS) 
agreement.  In  the  UK  paper  the  BTO/JNCC  Common  Bird  Census  (CBC)  data  was  used  extensively 
to  determine  population  declines.  Unfortunately,  due  to  very  few  CBC  plots  being  surveyed  in  Wales, 
we  were  unable  to  use  this  data  source.  The  BBS  commenced  in  1994  and  has  been  used  to  compare 
trends  of  several  species  since  1994  with  those  in  the  remainder  of  the  UK. 

Decline  in  breeding  range  (BDr,  BDMr) 

Qualification:  Range  decline  >  50%  over  25  years  =  Red  list,  25-49.9%  over  25  years 
=  Amber  list 
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To  assess  the  change  in  geographical  range,  we  have  used  data  from  the  two  atlases  of  breeding  birds 
in  Britain  and  Ireland  (Sharrock  1976,  Gibbons  et  al.  1993).  However,  where  available,  we  have  used 
more  recent  complete  census  data  on  geographical  range  size  including  information  from  the  county 
bird  reports.  For  each  species,  we  calculated  the  percentage  change  in  the  number  of  occupied  10-km 
squares  in  Wales,  but  excluded  those  species  that  occurred  in  20  or  fewer  10km  squares  during  both 
Atlas  periods. 

Decline  in  population  during  the  non-breeding  season  (WDp,  WDMp) 

Qualification:  Population  decline  >  50%  over  25  years  =  Red  list,  25-49.9%  over  25 
years  =  Amber  list 

To  assess  the  population  trends  of  species  during  the  non-breeding  season,  we  used  data  from  the 
Wetland  Bird  Survey  (WeBS)  summarised  in  the  BTO  Research  Report  No  239  (WeBS  Alerts 
1998/99:  Changes  in  numbers  of  wintering  waterbirds  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  national,  country 
and  Special  Protection  Area  (SPA)  scales).  We  used  this  accessible  summary  of  the  data  as  the  actual 
WeBS  data  was  not  available  to  us  as  it  was  for  the  UK  paper. 

Historical  decline  in  breeding  population  (HD,  HDr) 

Qualification:  Severe  historical  population  decline  during  1800  -  1994  =  Red  List 

The  timescale  of  25  years,  over  which  to  assess  population  trends  is  relatively  short  and  designed  to 
capture  current  and  ongoing  conservation  issues.  This  is  also  partly  based  on  pragmatism  because 
few  major  monitoring  schemes  existed  before  the  1960s  (in  fact  for  many  species  in  Wales  effective 
monitoring  of  many  widespread  species  did  not  commence  until  1994).  It  would  thus  be  possible  for 
a  species  to  have  undergone  a  large  population  decline  over  the  last  two  centuries,  but  for  its 
population  to  have  remained  stable  over  the  last  two  decades. 

We  have  had  to  adopt  a  more  simplified  approach  than  that  adopted  at  the  UK  level.  Unlike  that 
approach,  but  in  line  with  that  adopted  in  Ireland  (Newton  et  al  1999),  we  have  used  information 
from  Birds  in  Wales  (Lovegrove  et  al  1991),  and  comparisons  between  the  Historical  Atlas 
(Holloway  1996)  and  the  occurrence  recorded  in  the  New  Breeding  Atlas  (Gibbons  et  al.  1993)  to 
establish  historical  trends  and  also  reference  to  individual  species  texts  (e.g.  The  Hen  Harrier.  1977). 
As  with  the  UK  analysis  we  have  adopted  the  following  sub-criteria  to  identify  species  that  could,  by 
virtue  of  more  recent  population  trends,  move  from  the  Red  to  the  Amber  list. 

Species  move  from  the  Red  to  Amber  lists  if  their  population  size  more  than  doubles  in  the  last  25 
years,  provided  they  meet  a  minimum  threshold  and  are  not  classified  by  IUCN  as  Globally 
threatened 

In  the  future  species  could  be  moved  from  Amber  to  Green  if  they  do  not  qualify  for  listing  under  any 
other  criteria  (eg  rare  breeder,  localised,  Species  of  European  Conservation  Concern  [SPEC  2  or  3: 
see  below]  and  their  population  continues  to  recover  (ie  numbers  increase  by  >20%  between  reviews) 
A  historical  decliner  would  move  back  onto  the  Red  list  if  its  population  recovery  falters  (ie  numbers 
decrease  by  >20%  between  reviews) 

These  sub-criteria  for  moving  species  off  the  list  of  historically  declining  species  are  designed  to 
recognise  conservation  success,  while  not  jeopardising  the  status  of  fragile  populations  or  ignoring 
international  or  UK  responsibilities. 

In  some  cases,  declines  have  led  to  the  extinction  of  species  in  Wales  since  1800.  For  this  assessment 
extinct  is  defined  as  formerly  regular  breeding  birds  that  have  not  bred  in  Wales  within  the  last  20 
years  (i.e.  since  1982),  even  if  in  some  years,  they  have  shown  behaviour  associated  with  breeding  in 
suitable  habitat. 

European  conservation  Status  (SPEC  2  &3) 

Qualification:  SPEC  2  &  3=  at  least  Amber  list 
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This  criterion  is  used  to  assess  the  conservation  status  of  each  species  in  a  European  context.  The 
conservation  status  of  all  European  birds  has  been  assessed  in  Birds  in  Europe  (Tucker  and  Heath 
1994).  SPEC  2  species  are  of  unfavourable  status  and  concentrated  in  Europe  (more  than  50%  of  the 
world  population  or  range  in  Europe)  and  SPEC  3  species  are  of  unfavourable  status,  but  not 
concentrated  in  Europe.  The  criteria  for  SPEC  status  include  rarity,  localisation  and  decline,  and  can 
apply  to  breeding  and  non-breeding  populations  (Tucker  and  Heath). 

UK  Conservation  Status 
Qualification:  Red  list  UK  =  Amber 

This  criterion  is  used  to  assess  the  population  status  of  each  species  in  a  UK  context.  The  population 
status  of  birds  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Man  has  recently  been  assessed 
(Gregory  et  al  2002)  and  Red  list  qualification  in  the  UK  is  used  as  an  Amber  list  qualification  in 
Wales.  This  will  ensure  that  UK  priorities  are  fully  considered  when  formulating  bird  conservation 
objectives  for  Wales  in  the  same  way  that  European  priorities  are  considered  in  both  the  UK  and 
Welsh  assessments,  by  including  Spec  2  and  3  species  as  Amber-list  species. 

Breeding  rarity  (BR) 

Qualification:  A  mean  of  1 -SO  pairs  breeding  pairs  annually  during  the  most  recent  5  5  year-period 
for  which  data  a\>ailable  =  Amber 

This  is  one  of  the  criteria  that  has  been  modified  from  that  used  at  the  UK  level  where  a  figure  of 
<300  pairs  has  been  used  to  define  a  rare  breeder.  To  reflect  the  proportion  of  Wales  within  the  UK 
we  have  used  <30  pairs.  To  determine  which  species  qualified  as  rare  breeder  we  have  used  data 
from  the  Rare  Breeding  Bird  Panel  (RBBP)  reports,  County  Bird  Reports,  WRSG  reports  and 
unpublished  information  within  RSPB/CCW  files. 

Localised  breeding  (BL)  and  non-breeding  species  (WL) 

Qualification:  >  50%  of  the  breeding  or  non-breeding  population  occurs  at  1 

site/area  =  Amber 

This  criterion  is  another  that  has  been  modified  from  that  adopted  at  a  UK  level,  where  a  species  is 
amber-listed  if  >  50%  of  the  breeding  or  non-breeding  population  occurs  at  10  or  fewer  sites.  This 
again  is  a  reflection  of  the  proportion  of  Wales  within  the  UK.  However,  for  wintering  waders  and 
wildfowl  the  whole  of  the  Dee  and  Severn  estuaries  are  considered  as  it  does  not  seem  sensible  to  not 
consider  the  sites  in  their  entirety.  This  criterion  was  introduced  because  a  species  whose  population 
is  confined  to  a  few  sites/areas  faces  a  greater  threat  from  chance  events  than  a  species  whose 
population  is  widespread.  Rare  breeders  are  not  allowed  to  qualify. 

Data  has  been  obtained  from  WeBS,  Seabird  Monitoring  Programme  and  RSPB/CCW  surveys  and 
was  not  restricted  to  SPA’s  or  IBA’s  as  in  the  UK  assessment. 

International  importance  during  the  breeding  (BI)  or  non-breeding  (WI)  season 

Qualification:  >2%  of  the  European  breeding  or  non-breeding  population  occurs  in 
Wales=  Amber 

The  UK  criteria  is  that  20%  of  the  European  breeding  or  non-breeding  population  occur  in  the  UK. 
Again,  to  reflect  the  proportion  of  Wales  within  the  UK  we  have  used  the  qualification  that  2%  of  the 
European  populations  occur  in  Wales  (see  comment  on  Dee  and  Severn  estuaries  above). 

Data  has  been  used  from  WeBS,  Seabird  Monitoring  Programme,  Birds  in  Wales  and  Birds  in  Wales 
Update). 
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Table  1.  The  population  status  of  birds  in  Wales:’Red-listed'  species. 


Species 


Scientific  name 


Red-listing  criteria 
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Additional  Amber-listing  criteria  under  which 
species  qualifies 
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Bittern 

White-fronted  goose 
Hen  Harrier 
Red  grouse 
Black  grouse 
Grey  partridge 
Corncrake 
Ringed  plover 
Golden  plover 
Lapwing 
Knot 

Bar-tailed  godwit 
Curlew 
Roseate  tern 
Little  tern 
Puffin 
Turtle  dove 

Lesser  spotted  woodpecker 
Ring  ouzel 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Marsh  tit 

Willow  tit 

Starling 

Tree  sparrow 

Bullfinch 

Yellowhammer 

Com  bunting 


Botaurus  stellaris 
Anser  albifrons 
Circus  cyaneus 
Lagopus  lagopus 
Tetrao  tetrix 
Perdix  perdix 
Crex  crex 

Charadrius  hiaticula 
Pluvialis  apricaria 
Vanellus  vanellus 
Calidris  canutus 
Limosa  lapponica 
Numenius  arquata 
Sterna  dougallii 
Sterna  albifrons 
Fratercula  arctica 
Streptopelia  turtur 
Dendrocopos  minor 
Turdus  torquatus 
Locustella  naevia 
Parus  palustris 
Parus  montanus 
Sturnus  vulgaris 
Passer  montanus 
Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 
Emberiza  citrinella 
Miliaria  calandra 


3w 

3w 

3w 

3 

3 

2 

3 


KEY  *  The  species  qualifies  for  Red  or  Amber  listing  under  a  particular  criterion 


Qualifying  criteria  for:  . 

Red  listing 

IUCN  Globally  threatened  species  that  have  ocured  in  Wales  in  each  of  the  last  25  years 
HD  Historical  population  decline  during  1800-1994 

BDp  Rapid  (>  50%)  decline  in  Welsh  breeding  population  over  previous  25  years 

BDr  Rapid  (>  50%)  contraction  of  Welsh  breeding  range  over  previous  25  years 

WDp  Rapid  (>  50%)  decline  in  Welsh  non-breeding  population  over  previous  25  years 

Amber  listing 

Hdrec  Historical  popualtion  decline  during  1800-1995,  but  recovering;  population  size  has  more  than  doubled  over  previous  25  year 

BDMp  Moderate  (25-49%)  decline  in  Welsh  breeding  population  over  previous  25  years 

BDMr  Moderate  (25-49%)  contraction  of  Welsh  breeding  range  over  25  years 

WDMp  Moderate  (25-49%)  decline  in  Welsh  non-breeding  population  over  previous  25  years 

SPEC's  2&3  Species  with  unfavourable  conservation  status,  concentrated  in  Europe  (2)  or  not  (3).  W  =  wintering  population  only. 

UK  Species  Red-listed  (most  unfavourable  conservation  status)  in  UK 

BR  Five-year  mean  population  size  of  1-30  breeding  pairs  in  Wales 

BL  >  50%  of  Welsh  breeding  popualtion  in  one  site,  but  not  rare  breeders 

WL  >  50%  of  UK  non-breeding  population  in  one  site 

Bl  >  2%  of  NW  European  (wildfowl),  East  Atlantic  Flyway  (waders),  or  European  (other)  non-breeding  popualtion  in  Wales. 

IUCN  Globally  Threatened  species  assessment  (Birdlife  International  2000) 

A  Vulnerable  A2c  (=Decline  >  20%  in  10  years  or  three  generations;  decline  likely  in  near  furutre  (projected  or  suspected)  based  on  ; 
decline  in  extent  of  occurrence,  area  of  occupancy  and/or  quality  of  habitat) 
a;  European  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons  albifrons 
b:  Greenland  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons  flavirostris 
p:  species  qualifies  as  a  localised  non-breeder  for  its  passage  population 
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Table  2.  The  population  status  of  birds  in  Wales:  'Amber-listed'  species. 


Species 

Scientific  name 

Qualifying  criteria  for  Amber-listing 
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Red-throated  Diver 

Gavia  stellata 

? 

* 

Manx  shearwater 

Puffinus  puffinus 

2 

* 

Storm  petrel 

Hydrobates  pelagicus 

2 

* 

Gannet 

Morus  bassanus 

2 

*  * 

Cormorant 

Phalacrocorax  carbo 

* 

- 

* 

Little  Egret 

Egretta  garzetta 

* 

Bewick's  Swan 

Cygnus  columbianus 

3w 

Barnacle  Goose 

Branta  leucopsis 

2w 

Brent  Goose 

Branta  bemicla 

3w 

Shelduck 

Tadorna  tadoma 

- 

* 

* 

• 

Wigeon 

Anas  penelope 

- 

* 

* 

• 

Gadwall 

Anas  strepera 

3 

* 

Teal 

Anas  crecca 

• 

- 

* 

Mallard 

Anas  platyrhynchos 

* 

- 

Pintail 

Anas  acuta 

3 

* 

* 

Garganey 

Anas  querquedula 

3 

* 

Shoveler 

Anas  clypeata 

- 

* 

Scaup 

Aythya  marila 

3w 

Eider 

Somateria  mollissima 

* 

Common  scoter 

Melamtta  nigra 

- 

* 

Honey  buzzard 

Pernis  apivorus 

- 

• 

Red  kite 

Milvus  milvus 

* 

- 

Kestrel 

Falco  tinnunculus 

3 

Merlin 

Falco  columbarius 

* 

Hobby 

Falco  subbuteo 

- 

* 

Peregrine 

Falco  peregrinus 

3 

* 

Quail 

Cotumix  cotumix 

3 

* 

* 

Water  Rail 

Rallus  aquaticus 

* 

- 

Spotted  crake 

Porzana  porzana 

- 

• 

Oystercatcher 

Haematopus  ostralgus 

- 

* 

Grey  Plover 

Pluvialis  squatarola 

- 

* 

* 

Dunlin 

Calidris  alpina 

* 

3w 

* 

* 

* 

Snipe 

Gallinago  gallinago 

* 

- 

Woodcock 

Scolopax  rusticola 

* 

3w 

Black-tailed  godwit 

Limosa  limosa 

2 

* 

* 

Whimbrel 

Numenius  phaeopus 

p 

Redshank 

Tringa  totanus 

♦ 

2 

* 

* 

Turnstone 

Arenana  interpres 

- 

* 

• 

Black-headed  gull 

Larus  ridibundus 

• 

- 

Lesser  black-backed  gull 

Larus  fuscus 

* 

- 

*  * 

Herring  gull 

Larus  argentatus 

* 

Great  black-backed  gull 

Larus  marinus 

• 

- 

Kittiwake 

Rissa  tridactyta 

* 

- 

Sandwich  tem 

Sterna  sandvicensis 

2 

* 

Common  tem 

Sterna  hirundo 

- 

♦ 

Arctic  tern 

Sterna  paradisaea 

* 

- 

* 

Black  guillemot 

Cepphus  grylle 

2 

* 

Stock  dove 

Columba  oenas 

- 

• 

Barn  owl 

Tyto  alba 

* 

3 

Long-eared  owl 

Asio  otus 

- 

* 

Short-eared  owl 

Asio  flammeus 

* 

3 

* 

Nightjar 

Caprimulgus  europaeus 

* 

* 

2 

* 

Kingfisher 

Alcedo  atthis 

3 

Green  Woodpecker 

Picus  viridls 

2 

Skylark 

Alauda  arvensis 

3 

Sand  Martin 

Riparia  riparia 

3 

Swallow 

Hirundo  rustica 

3 

Yellow  wagtail 

Motacilla  flava 

* 

- 

Redstart 

Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

2 

Stonechat 

Saxicola  torquata 

3 

Song  Thrush 

Turdus  philomelos 

- 

* 

Dartford  Warbler 

Sylvia  undata 

2 

* 

Firecrest 

Regulus  ignicapillus 

- 

* 

Spotted  flycatcher 

Muscicapa  striata 

3 

« 

Chough 

Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax 

3 

House  Sparrow 

Passer  domesticus 

- 

• 

Linnet 

Carduelis  cannabinas 

- 

* 

Twite 

Carduelis  flavirostris 

- 

* 

Reed  bunting 

Emberiza  schoeniclus 

- 

• 
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RESULTS 

We  have  assessed  the  population  status  of  221  species.  27  species  (cl 2%)  were  placed  on  the  Red  list 
and  69  (c31%)  on  the  Amber  list.  The  species  that  qualified  as  Red  or  Amber,  and  the  criteria  under 
which  they  qualify  are  given  in  tables  1  &  2.  The  remaining  125  species  (c57%)  were  Green  listed  by 
default,  although  in  a  few  cases  this  may  reflect  a  lack  of  data  rather  than  population  status.  A  small 
number  of  previously  regular  breeding  species  have  become  extinct  in  Wales  since  1800  (table  3). 

Table  3  Regular  breeding  species  which  have  become  extinct  in  Wales  since  1800.  Extinct 
species  are  defined  as  formerly  regular  breeding  birds  which  have  not  bred  in  Wales 

within  the  last  20  years. 


Species 

Scientific  name 

Date  last  recorded  breeding  in  Wales 

Wryneck 

Jynx  torquilla 

1905 

Red-backed  Shrike 

Lanius  collurio 

1952 

Montagu's  Harrier 

Circus  pygargus 

1964 

Cirl  Bunting 

Emberiza  cirlus 

1960 

Nightingale 

Luscinia  megarhynchos 

1981 

Woodlark 

Lullula  arborea 

1981 

We  have  adopted  a  precautionary  approach  when  assessing  the  status  of  six  UK  Red  listed  species 
(Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker,  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Marsh  Tit,  Willow  Tit,  Ring  Ousel  and  Tree 
Sparrow)  for  which  there  is  inadequate  data  to  determine  their  actual  population  status  in  Wales.  The 
available  information  for  these  species  does  indicate  declining  populations  and  there  is  no  evidence 
to  suggest  that  the  declines  are  not  similar  to  the  rest  of  the  UK. 

In  three  cases  where  comprehensive  data  for  Wales  was  lacking  on  trends  over  25  years,  the  species 
concerned  (Starling,  Bullfinch  and  Yellowhammer)  were  Red-listed  on  the  basis  that  recent 
population  declines,  as  indicated  by  BBS,  were  greater  in  Wales  than  in  the  rest  of  the  UK. 

The  population  trends  of  wintering  species  on  the  Red  and  Amber  lists  are  presented  in  table  4,  with 
breeding  species  in  table  5  and  the  changes  in  geographical  breeding  range  in  table  6.  Table  7  gives 
the  population  estimates  for  rare  breeding  species  and  table  8  information  on  localised  species  during 
the  breeding  or  non-breeding  season.  Table  9  presents  species  occurring  in  internationally  important 
numbers  during  the  breeding  or  non-breeding  season. 

Table  4.  Population  trends  of  wintering  species 


Species 

25  yr  wintering  population 
change  (GAMS  method) 

Listing 

White-fronted  goose  (albifrons) 

-100 

Red 

Ringed  plover 

-76 

Red 

Knot 

-81 

Red 

Dunlin 

-45 

Amber 

Bar-tailed  godwit 

-89 

Red 

Two  UK  Red  list  species  species  (Woodlark  and  Aquatic  Warbler)  were  not  considered  in  this 
analysis  as  both  only  occur  as  scarce  migrants  and  in  the  case  of  the  globally  threatened  Aquatic 
Warbler  it  has  not  occurred  in  each  of  the  past  25  years. 

Throughout  the  production  of  this  review  we  have  been  very  aware  that  it  should  not  reduce  the 
importance  of  the  UK  population  status  review,  and  its  Red  list  in  particular.  We  feel  that  by  adding 
in  the  one  new  criteria,  UK  population  status,  and  modifying  others  to  reflect  the  land  area  of  Wales 
in  relation  to  the  UK,  we  have  achieved  this.  Differences  between  the  UK  and  Welsh  Red  lists  are 
limited  to  20  species.  Eight  species  (Quail,  Nightjar,  Skylark,  Song  Thrush,  Spotted  Flycatcher, 
House  Sparrow,  Linnet  and  Reed  Bunting)  are  UK  Red-listed  and  are  Amber-listed  in  this  review. 
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Table  5.  Population  trends  of  breeding  species  on  the  Red  and  Amber  lists 
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Table  6.  Changes  in  geographical  range  of  species  on  the  Red  and  Amber  lists 
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Table  7.  Current  population  estimates  for  rare  breeding  species 


Species 

Data  source 

Unit 

Population  Size 

Little  Egret 

WB  +  Update 

pairs 

10-12 

Eider 

WB  +  Update 

males 

1-3 

Honey  buzzard 

WRSG 

pairs 

a 

Wigeon 

WB 

males 

0-4 

Pintail 

WB 

males 

0-2 

Garganey 

WB 

spring  males 

14-20 

Hen  harrier 

WB 

pairs 

20-30 

Hobby 

WB 

pairs 

25-35 

Quail 

WB 

calling  males 

11-32 

Spotted  crake 

WB 

calling  males 

1  -  2 

Roseate  tern 

WB 

pairs 

7 

Black  guillemot 

WB 

pairs 

10-12 

Turtle  dove 

WB 

singing  males 

6 

Long-eared  owl 

WB 

pairs 

<30 

Short-eared  owl 

WB 

pairs 

15-30 

Dartford  Warbler 

WB  +  Update 

singing  males 

1-5 

Firecrest 

WB  +  Update 

singing  males 

2-5 

Twite 

Single-species  survey  2002 

pairs 

26-33 

Corn  bunting 

WB  +  Update 

singing  males 

2-3 

Qualification  -  mean  of  1+  pr  over  most  recent  5  yr  period  for  which  records  available 
Data  source;  WB:  Welsh  Birds 

WRSG:  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group 

a)  Regular  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  isince  1991. 
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Table  8.  Localised  species  during  the  breeding  or  non-breeding  season 


Localised  breeding  (BL)  and  non-breeding  species  (WL) 
Qualification  -  >50%  of  the  breeding  or  non-breeding  population  occurs  at  1  site 


Species 

Season 

Site  holding  more  than  50%  of  Welsh 
population 

Red-throated  Diver 

WL. 

Cardigan  Bay 

Manx  shearwater 

BL 

Skomer/Skokholm 

Storm  petrel 

BL 

Skomer/Skokholm 

Gannet 

BL 

Grassholm 

Shelduck 

WL 

Dee  Estuary 

Gadwall 

WL 

Severn  Estuary 

Common  scoter 

WL 

Carmarthen  Bay 

Ringed  plover 

WL 

Severn  Estuary 

Golden  Plover 

WL 

Laughame  Marshes 

Grey  Plover 

WL 

Dee  Estuary 

Knot 

WL 

Dee  Estuary 

Black-tailed  godwit 

WL 

Dee  Estuary 

Bar-tailed  godwit 

WL 

Dee  Estuary 

Whimbrel 

WL 

Severn  Estuary 

Redshank 

WL 

Dee  Estuary 

Turnstone 

WL 

Dee  Estuary 

Lesser  black-backed  gull 

BL 

Skomer/Skokholm 

Sandwich  tern 

BL 

Cemlyn 

Common  tern 

BL 

Shotton 

Arctic  tern 

BL 

Skerries 

Puffin 

BL 

Skomer/Skokholm 

Twite 

BL 

Nant  Ffrancon/Cwm  Idwal 
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Table  9.  Species  occuring  in  internationally  important  numbers 
during  breeding  and  non-breeding  seasons 


Species 

Season 

%  in  Wales 

Sources 

Manx  shearwater 

B 

45.9 

Seabird  No's  and  Breeding  Success  1998 

Gannet 

B 

11.0 

Seabird  No's  and  Breeding  Success  1998 

Cormorant 

B 

5.4 

Seabird  No's  and  Breeding  Success  1998 

Cormorant 

NB 

WeBS 

Shelduck 

B 

3.0 

Birds  in  Wales 

Shelduck 

NB 

>3.0 

WeBS 

Wigeon 

NB 

>2.0 

WeBS 

Teal 

NB 

2.2 

WeBS 

Pintail 

NB 

6.6 

WeBS 

Shoveler 

NB 

2.5 

WeBS 

Peregrine 

B 

2.7 

1991  survey 

Oystercatcher 

NB 

3.8 

WeBS 

Ringed  plover 

NB 

1.9  (a) 

WeBS 

Grey  Plover 

NB 

>2 

WeBS 

Knot 

NB 

>8 

WeBS 

Dunlin 

NB 

2.2 

WeBS 

Black-tailed  godwit 

NB 

2.3 

WeBS 

Bar-tailed  godwit 

NB 

>3 

WeBS 

Curlew 

NB 

2.8 

WeBS 

Redshank 

NB 

3.4 

WeBS 

Turnstone 

NB 

>2  (a) 

WeBS 

Lesser  black-backed  gull 

B 

7.5 

1985  -1987  Census 

Stock  Dove 

B 

2.4 

Atlas  data 

Qualification  -  more  than  2%  of  relevant  international  population  . 

Totals  for  wildfowl/waders  mean  Winter  maximum  1995-1996  to  1999-2000  (WeBS  counts) 

a)  exceeds  2%  if  non-estuarine  numbers  included 
B:  Breeding 
NB:  Non-breeding 

Sources: 

Seabird  No's.:  Seabird  No's,  and  breeding  success  1998 
WeBS:  Wetland  Bird  Survey  1999-2000 
BiW:  Birds  in  Wales 
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Nine  species  (White-fronted  Goose,  Red  Grouse,  Ringed  Plover,  Lapwing,  Knot,  Bar-tailed  Godwit, 
Curlew,  Little  Tern  and  Puffin)  are  Wales  Red-listed,  but  UK  Amber-listed  and  one  species  (Golden 
Plover)  is  Wales  Red-listed  and  UK  Green-listed. 

These  differences  are  important  when  considering  the  prioritisation  of  conservation  action  in  Wales. 
The  group  of  8UK  Red-listed  species  that  are  Amber-listed  in  Wales  reflects  that  their  populations  in 
Wales  have  not  declined  to  a  similar  extent  as  in  the  UK  as  a  whole,  in  fact  all  appear  stable  or 
increasing,  and  do  not  require  urgent,  specific-conservation  action.  They  are  all  Welsh  Amber  listed 
and  therefore  we  are  not  complacent  about  their  status  and  appropriate  monitoring  is  essential.  Those 
species  that  are  Welsh  Red-listed,  but  UK  Amber  or  Green  listed  have  declined  to  a  greater  extent  in 
Wales  than  in  the  remainder  of  the  UK.  The  declines  of  three  of  these  species  (White-fronted  Goose, 
Knot  and  Bar-tailed  Godwit)  may  simply  be  due  to  a  change  in  wintering  areas,  in  part  due  to  climate 
change,  and  conservation  action  in  Wales  should  be  aimed  towards  maintaining  their  traditional 
wintering  sites  in  favourable  condition.  Red  Grouse  have  declined  in  Wales  from  the  artificially  high 
populations  created  by  the  large-scale  grouse  moor  management,  but  the  current  population  is 
probably  now  nearer  to  a  level  that  the  habitat  can  support  without  such  management.  The  historical 
decline  of  the  Puffin  is  primarily  linked  to  the  loss  of  one  vast  colony  on  Grassholm.  Even  if  it  were 
possible  to  recreate  this  population,  it  is  probably  not  wise  use  of  limited  resources  as  the  population 
away  from  Grassholm  has  remained  relatively  stable.  The  remaining  four  species  (Golden  Plover, 
Lapwing,  Curlew  and  Little  Tern)  do  require  urgent  conservation  action  to  maintain  or  restore  their 
populations  in  Wales. 

Other  differences  between  the  UK  lists  and  the  Welsh  lists  are  that  28  UK  Amber-listed  species  are 
Green-listed  in  Wales  and  5  UK  Green-listed  species  are  Amber-listed  in  Wales. 

DISCUSSION 

This  review  of  the  population  status  of  221  species  in  Wales  will,  when  combined  with  other 
additional  information  (e  g.  Principal  Biodiversity  Species  Plans,  legal  frameworks  for  the 
conservation  of  species),  help  to  inform  conservation  action  during  the  period  2002-2007.  The  review 
does  not  look  to  recreate  populations  from  the  very  distant  past,  some  of  which  might  be  realistic  to 
obtain,  others  of  which  would  not.  The  overall  aim  of  this  paper  is  to  provide  information,  which  will 
help  maintain  and  conserve  the  diversity  of  Welsh  bird  populations  into  the  future 
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In  addition  to  the  above  information  was  extracted  from  the  County  Bird  Reports  for  many  years,  the 
Welsh  Bird  Reports  from  1991-2001,  the  BTO  reports  on  the  Breeding  bird  Suiwey  1994-2001,  and 
the  Seabird  Monitoring  Scheme  1986-2001. 
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'Welsh  Birds'  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  twice  annually,  in 
June  and  December.  The  December  issue  is  primarily  devoted  to  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the 
annual  Report  on  Bird  Monitoring  in  Wales.  The  Ringing  Report  is  now  a  standard  feature  of  the  June 
issue. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh  Ornithology  The 
Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present  ornithological  activity  in  Wales 
Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will 
always  consider  publishing  information  about  these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor 
and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and 
guidelines  for  authors  have  been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front 
cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be 
supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary. 
This  follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also  welcome.  An 
accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and  succinct,  ideally  of  not 
more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in  either  Welsh  or  English' 

Each  volume  comprises  at  least  6  issues,  to  make  more  satisfactory  volumes  for  binding,  if  readers 
so  desire.  A  member,  David  Chatfield,  has  recommended  Principal  Bookbinders  Ltd,  Ynyscedwyn 
Industrial  Estate,  Ystradgynlais,  Swansea  SA9  IDT,  who  have  done  an  excellent  job  for  him.  Binding 
will  be  in  black  buckram,  with  gold  lettering  and  the  Society's  logo  on  the  spine,  at  a  price  of  £15  per 
volume. 
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